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WORKING TOWARDS A TRULY JUST, HEALTHY AND PEACEFUL WORLD

EVERYONE IS 
OUR NEIGBOUR
Few things highlight the 

interconnectivity of our world 
more than an unrepentant virus that 
strikes anyone in its path.
 From empowering women in 
Colombia and providing emergency 
relief in Tanzania to standing with our 
Burundian partners and supporting 
seniors in Canada dealing with social 
isolation, this issue underlines the 
point that we must care for all people. 
Everyone is our neighbour.
 Ironically, one thing that is 
connecting us is the requirement that 
we stay physically disconnected. This 
has been draining for anyone working 
in parish ministry  – both emotionally 
and financially – as we are unable to 
gather and worship together. 
 At PWRDF, we face similar 
challenges. We rely heavily on our 
dedicated Diocesan and Parish 
Representatives to share our good 
news stories. When they can’t reach 
you in the pews, neither can we. 
PWRDF has joined hundreds of other 
charitable organizations in signing 
a letter to the federal government 
advocating for support for the sector 
so that we can continue doing 
our work to support vulnerable 
communities.
 We encourage you to subscribe to 
our e-blast list at pwrdf.org/subscribe 
so that we can communicate with 
you directly. If you are able to give 
to us directly, you may donate online 
at pwrdf.org/give-today or send a 
cheque. (Online donations will receive 
acknowledgements and tax receipts 
quickly by email). 
 We encourage you to do what 
you can to support PWRDF and 
our partners, both in Canada 
and around the world, during this 
unprecedented global crisis. Many of 
the countries where our partners 
work are ill-equipped to cope with the 
pandemic. Please hold in your prayers 
those who are unwell, vulnerable to 
illness, facing financial uncertainty and 
for whom physical distancing is not 
possible. We continue to lift up our 
hope for a more just, peaceful and 
healthy world.
 

PWRDF staff are working from home. 
Staff are all checking and responding 
to voice mail and email regularly and 

picking up our mail. We would be
happy to hear from you.

BY WADE ZAMECHEK, 
VILLAGE HEALTH WORKS

Village Health Works has enjoyed a 
strong partnership with PWRDF 

for many years through the All Mothers 
and Children Count program, so 
when PWRDF allocated $60,000 of its 
COVID-19 response to VHW, health 
care professionals and Community 
Health Workers knew they could count 
on a caring approach.
 VHW has been preparing since 
mid-March to confront COVID-19 
infections – hoping for the best, while 
preparing for the worst. With limited 
pre-positioned resources, it has 
developed a strategy based on effective 

containment through protecting 
patients, health workers, the members 
of its community, and treating who it 
can treat. Moving quickly, it was able 
to secure the ingredients to produce 
hand sanitizer, which is being distributed 
widely on campus. Thanks to the work 
of our procurement team, VHW already 
has 124,000 gloves and 5,200 N95 
facemasks. It also implemented changes 
to its clinic, seeing only 80 patients per 
day (instead of numbers that could 
reach 180), spacing prenatal visits 
throughout the week to about 25 per 
day, and setting up tents to promote 
physical distancing – complete with 
hand washing stations.
 Dr. Aime Nzambimana, a physician 

at our clinic overseeing our hygienic 
response said, “Now everywhere 
people are washing their hands, wearing 
masks and, what we call, physical 
distancing.  We are together but we 
must be physically distant.”
 One colourful solution to protecting 
both community members and staff 
is crafting facemasks from the local 
kitenge cloth. These facemasks are part 
of an effort to ensure that personal 
protective equipment (PPE) is available 
to help protect all staff (and as a 
reminder to refrain from touching one’s 
face), while helping to reserve the more 
limited amounts of medical-grade masks 
for the front-line health workers. This 
increase in demand has meant that the 

IN BURUNDI, 
PREPARING
FOR THE
PANDEMIC[ 

“It’s a lot of work, but it’s 
important work, we are 
preventing the spread of this 
virus, not only for our protection 
but for the people around us.”
Gaudence, a longstanding sewing cooperative member
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sewing cooperative VHW sponsors has 
had to add additional staff. Gaudence, 
a longstanding sewing cooperative 
member, says “It’s a lot of work, but 
it’s important work, we are preventing 
the spread of this virus, not only for 
our protection but for the people 
around us.”  The sewing collective is 
making more than 100 masks a day 
and distributing them to community 
members.  
 While actively preparing for the 
immediate future, VHW is continuing 
its work to build a 150-bed teaching 
hospital (scheduled to be completed 
in 2021) recognizing that the critical 
infrastructure needed of a hospital can 
prove critical in the kind of crisis that 
results from a pandemic. In particular, 
the ability to deliver oxygen is essential 
in treating a large number of patients. 
When completed, the hospital will 
provide greater support for the entire 
health system, allowing a more effective 
response to situations such as the 
ongoing spread of COVID-19. Greater 
space and more trained staff will enable 
VHW to better respond to unexpected 
developments with additional testing 
capabilities and isolation wards.
 VHW’s Medical Director, Dr. Tarek 
Meguid, emphasizes the importance of 
an overall health system as a goal to 
building the hospital: “There is a huge 
portion of the population without 
access to high quality health care, and 
their situation does not improve as it 
otherwise could. Building this hospital 

is a meaningful contribution towards 
strengthening the health system, and 
to finally providing high quality health 
care to people who need it desperately. 
Every delay means more suffering for 
the people who need these services, 
and do not have it.”
 This pandemic is also an important 
reminder that this new anxiety faced 
by residents of the U.S., Canada and 
Europe is what the people of Burundi 
feel all or most of the time. This is not 
unlike the fear a Burundian mother 

would have every time her child comes 
down with a fever. For comparison, 
over half of Burundi’s population 
contracted malaria last year with 
conservative mortality estimates of 
between 3,000 and 5,000 for each of 
the last three years. And that is malaria 
alone. That does not consider diarrheal 
illness, respiratory illness, childbirth, 
hypertension, diabetes, stroke, epilepsy, 
cancer, motor vehicle accidents and 
all the other things for which care is 
woefully inadequate. If anything positive 
can come out of this, VHW hopes 
for a more visceral understanding of 
what this feels like for too many in the 

world even on “normal” days – and a 
heightened sense of social solidarity.
Preparing for both the immediate future 
and the long term, VHW is bringing 
health and hope to Burundi. Asked if 
there was anything she’d like to say to 
her friends in North America, school 
teacher Sandrine says, “Don’t be afraid, 
don’t focus on this virus too much, 
when we are afraid the immune system 
gets weaker.” Her colleague Peter 
added, “We hear it’s bad over there, in 
all the world people are dying. But you 
know this will pass. …. We empathize. 
We feel with them. We support you 
from afar.”

PWRDF partners with 
HelpAge Canada to support 
vulnerable seniors 
BY JANICE BIEHN

The current COVID-19 crisis has put 
the care of seniors in Canada front 
and centre. But that’s nothing new 
for HelpAge Canada. Since 1975, the 
charitable organization has been working 
with seniors throughout the world 
and in Canada to ensure all seniors 
can live a safe, healthy and fulfilling life. 
It is a founding member of HelpAge 
International, now active in more than 
90 countries. 
 PWRDF is proud to be partnering 
with HelpAge Canada as part of 
its COVID-19 response. In March, 
HelpAge Canada launched a COVID-19 
Emergency Appeal and PWRDF 
donated $40,000 becoming one of the 
lead partners. HelpAge Canada has 
raised more than $350,000.
 “We share some common values,” 
says Executive Director Gregor Sneddon, 
also an Anglican priest. “HelpAge 
Canada is rooted in its international 
development work as well, and I find a 
parallel vision of seeking out the most 
vulnerable in the world and serving 
them.”
 Seniors in Canada are among the 

most vulnerable to COVID-19 because 
of the risk of infection, the heightened 
danger of its effects on older people, 
and the further isolation that social 
distancing necessitates. “Isolation is the 
main challenge,” Sneddon says. “Not 
necessarily income, but isolation and 
loneliness are key factors.”
 Sneddon joined HelpAge Canada 
in December 2019 after serving as 
a chaplain in the Diocese of Ottawa 
Community Ministries Centre 454 and 
as Rector of several parishes in Ottawa 
for 14 years. “The Anglican Church has 
such a strong social justice agenda, it’s a 
very missional church and community.”
 So when he was looking for more 
agencies to meet the needs of seniors 
during the pandemic, he emailed the 
Anglican Church of Canada and the 
Primate’s office. “Both the Primate and 
Eileen Scully [Director of Faith, Worship 

and Ministry], expressed excitement 
about the opportunity and directed us 
to PWRDF. We’re excited to work arm 
in arm with other Anglicans in Canada 
serving this population.”
 HelpAge Canada will distribute its 
funds as grants to more than 50 agencies 
supporting seniors across Canada, and 
it continues to expand its reach. Partner 
agencies can receive grants to support 
seniors with access to food, medications, 
hygiene products and personal care, and 
for support for volunteers and staff to 
deliver these services safely. 
 Volunteers and staff are buying and 
delivering groceries, frozen and hot 
meals, and other products, providing 
personal care and staying connected. 
HelpAge Canada also provides for 
essential PPE like gloves and masks and 
sanitization products.

CARING FOR OUR ELDERS

VHW BRINGS HEALTH AND HOPE TO BURUNDI
continued from page 1

HelpAge Canada is 
partnering with several 
agencies across 
Canada including: St. 
Matthew’s House in 
Hamilton, the Jimmy 
Pratt Memorial Centre 
in St. John’s, West 
Neighbourhood House 
in Toronto, the Central 
Neighbourhood in 
Winnipeg, the West End 
Senior’s Network in 
Vancouver, Pas de La 
Rue in Montreal and the 
Fredericton Meals on 
Wheels.

Sandra Oh, Mary Walsh 

and Bob Rae are among 

those raising awareness 

seniors’ needs during 

the pandemic. Watch 

their videos on YouTube 

and other social media 

channels.

If you are part of a parish 
or charitable group that 
supports seniors, you 
could be eligible for a 
grant of up to $2,000. For 
more information, visit
pwrdf.org/HelpAgeCanada

To prevent COVID-19, patients are practising 

social distancing at health clinics and fewer

appointments are scheduled each day. 
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PWRDF responds to 
flood devastation in 
Tanzania
BY JANICE BIEHN 

In late January, before 
COVID-19 had been 
named and there were 
just initial reports of an 
outbreak in Wuhan, China, 
people in the Diocese of 
Masasi in Tanzania were 
dealing with a different 
disaster. Heavy rains in 
the south in Lindi region 
resulted in flash floods 
that destroyed homes, 
telecommunication and 
electricity lines, bridges and 
roads, and killing 24 people. 
 In response to this 
desperate situation, 
PWRDF has organized 
the Kilwa Emergency 
Humanitarian Relief 
Assistance program to 
run from April 1 to June 
30, 2020. The $250,000 
program will come from 
PWRDF’s equity in the 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank, 
as well as a match from the 
Foodgrains Bank. The focus 
will be on food and seed 
distribution.

 Approximately 25,000 
people have been displaced 
in Lindi, Kilwa, Ruangwa and 
Liwale districts. Two thirds 
of those people are living 
in temporary settlements 
and the rest are staying 
with relatives. Assessments 
from the Diocese of Masasi 
pointed to Kilwa as being 
the most vulnerable area.
 The Diocese of Masasi 
is a 20-year partner of 
PWRDF, most recently 
with the All Mothers and 
Children Count program 

that ran from 2016-2020. 
 The last four years of 
AMCC have dramatically 
improved food security for 
people of Masasi but the 
flood disaster has pushed 
the farmers’ prosperity 
back several years. The 
flooding destroyed 4,305 
acres of farm land as well 
as major staple crops such 
as maize, rice, cassava 
and sorghum and cash 
crops including cashew 
finger millet and coconut 
trees. Many livestock were 

also wiped out. People 
are now having difficulty 
accessing safe drinking 
water as the existing 
water supply systems 
were also destroyed. Many 
households had no hope 
for their livelihood.
 Thanks to a strong 
relationship with the 
leadership of the Diocese 
we were able to provide 
food and seeds (maize, 
cowpeas and pumpkin) 
to people in the most 
affected villages. With 
COVID-19 in mind, some 
funds have been allocated 
to duty of care for the 
staff and enumerators 
and project participants. 
Funds will provide soap 
and thermometers for 
each distribution site to 
enable handwashing and 
temperature checks. 
 According to Tanzania 
Meteorological Authority 
Report of February 2020, 
the rains may continue up 
to May. With seeds and 
other agricultural inputs, 
there is a hope that food 
security situation will 
improve.

PROMOTING 
CLIMATE ACTION
IN 2020

PWRDF’s 2020 annual 
resources are focused on 
Sustainable Development Goal 
#13, Climate Action, and how 
PWRDF partners are taking 
steps to adapt to climate 
change in their communities. 
From small scale farmers in 
Uganda to those dealing with 
the after effects of wildfires, 
climate change is affecting 
everyone, especially the most 
vulnerable communities.  
 This year we have also 
created a resource to organize 
a PWRDF Sunday Kit, including 
a Service of the Word to use in 
whole or in part.  Visit pwrdf.
org/worshipresource2020 to 
learn more.
 Visit pwrdf.org/resources to 
learn more and to order. Due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we will hold off fulfilling orders 
until church services resume.

BY JEANNETHE LARA 

Four years ago, community 
members in the small town of 

Tasco, Colombia occupied the road 
to the iron mine pit for a year.  They 
were blocking trucks from moving 
iron from the mine to the plant. 
Edilma Chia, a mother of four grown 
children, says they were looking 
for reparations for personal and 
environmental damages and the end 
of mining activities.
 Iron exploitation pollutes the 
small water reservoirs nearby and 
weakens the soil causing the water 
to filter through, and not accumulate 
to feed the streams, creeks, lakes and 
rivers. Lack of water also destroys 
surrounding vegetation. Edilma’s work 
also contributed to water access 
to the communal aqueduct built by 
piping the water from a small river for 
distribution to the 325 members.  
 The community does most of the 

aqueduct work and administration. 
The plumber who takes care of the 
pipe system is the only person paid 
for this work.
 As members of local women’s 
groups supported by PWRDF partner 
ILSA (Institutio Latinoamericano 
para una Sociedad y un derecho 
Alternativos), Edilma is one of many 
women learning how to participate 
in municipal public affairs and policy 
development. Women want to have 
a say in the socioeconomic and 
environmental agendas of their local 
governments in Tasco, Pisba and 
Gameza.
 It’s crucial in Colombia. The 
country is home to half of the 
world’s moorlands, which provide 
70% of its potable water and feeds 
the subsidiary rivers that sustain the 
Amazon and Orinoco rivers as they 
meet the Atlantic Ocean. 
 Local and foreign multinationals 
are pressing communities to leave 

the land they have protected for 
generations in the Páramos region, 
where they live and farm, in their 
quest for minerals such as iron 
and coal. ILSA, a rights focused 
organization created in 1978, is 
helping women become stronger 
leaders, to protect the environment 
and to develop income alternatives. 
 By supporting this work, PWRDF 
contributes to improving the lives 
of 75 rural women and 1,375 
community members including 
families.
 Group members recently 
organized and promoted community 
discussions with electoral candidates 

for the Municipal Council, something 
that has never been done before. 
Community members in various 
towns listened to the candidates’ 
platforms and to the proposals that 
women brought to the table. One 
of their principle requests was that 
elected candidates develop a public 
budget with a gender perspective. 
The Municipal Council is expected 
to present a budget report within six 
months and follow up with further 
discussions on gender. A “Good Will 
Agreement” containing two of the 
main commitments made was sealed 
with the prospective candidates’ 
handprints.

MEET THE 
WATER KEEPERS

EMERGENCY RELIEF IN THE TIME OF COVID-19

Edilma and Marta are among the 75 women working together to defend 
and promote the protection of the Páramos, key water reservoirs and 
the most important ecosystem in the high mountains of Colombia.

Above, left: Marta Rincon has tried many ways to generate income: cheese making, poultry raising and 

is currently producing yogurt, hoping that this will become a source of steady income for her family.  

While working and raising her three children, she dedicates whatever time she has left to supporting 

the campaign to protect the Páramos, despite a 45-minute walk to attend meetings where she always 

brings one of her children.  Above, right: Activist, Edilma Chia. PHOTOS: JEANNETHE LARA

Families are coping with makeshift housing during the flooding.
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OR  
c I would like to make a monthly gift of  
$ __________ by credit card (info at left)            

c  I would like to make a monthly gift of  
$ __________ by pre-authorized chequing 
to be withdrawn on
c 1st of month     c 16th of month
Please enclose a personal cheque marked “Void.”

YES! I WANT TO SUPPORT PWRDF
YOUR GIFT CAN MAKE A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE. THANK YOU! 
Donations can be made online at pwrdf.org/give-today or by filling out this form and mailing to the address below. 

To learn more about our work, please visit us at www.pwrdf.org
Like us on Facebook @pwrdfcan  |  Follow us on Twitter @pwrdf

Follow us on Instagram @pwrdf_justgeneration
Charitable number: 866 434640 RR0001   A-June-2020

OR  
To donate by phone, 
please call toll-free at  
1-866-308-7973.  
(Do not leave credit  
card information in a  
voice message.)

80 Hayden St., Toronto, Ontario M4Y 3G2

 Name:  ________________________________________________

 Address:  ______________________________________________

Postal Code:  _______________  Phone:  __________________

Email address: ________________________________________

I have enclosed a one-time gift of  

 
c $40   c $80   c $125   c $500   c other $ _______   

Please make cheque payable to PWRDF or provide credit card information. 

Card #: _______________________________

Expiration Date: _________________________

Signature: ______________________________

Please circle 
credit card 
type:

Thanks to you
ANGLICAN PARISHES ACROSS CANADA
ARE GETTING INVOLVED WITH PWRDF –
AND MAKING A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE!

BUYING THE FARM
For many years, parishioners in the Parish 
of French Village, N.S. had been purchasing 
flowers in memory of loved ones at 
Christmas. In 2019 they chose to support 
PWRDF’s World of Gifts. The goal was 
set at $450 to “buy the whole farm.” The 
response was amazing and they raised 
more than $3,000 – enough to purchase 
seven farms plus additional livestock!

GENEROSITY RUNS DEEP 
DURING THE PANDEMIC
As churches were forced to close 
for public worship during Lent, 
many PWRDF fundraising initiatives 
had a hard time proceeding. Not 
so at St. Paul’s Anglican Church in 
Hamilton. In spite of being shut 
down the congregation still raised 
enough money to provide one 
shallow well for Kenya. Parishioners 
responded to an appeal letter using 
custom offering envelopes.

SOUP AND BUNS
FOR PWRDF
Emmanuel Anglican Church 
in Saskatoon recently held 
a PWRDF Sunday followed 
by a Soup and Bun lunch, 
raising funds to “buy the 
whole farm” from PWRDF’s 
World of Gifts guide. More 
than 50 parishioners shared 
a meal and took advantage 
of the 6:1 match from the 
Government of Canada. By 
the end of the meal, more 
than $800 had been raised.

NOVA SCOTIA
PARISH BUILDS A WELL
The parish of St. Andrew’s, Cole 
Harbour in Nova Scotia dug deep this 
past Advent and Christmas to support 
PWRDF’s World of Gifts shallow well 
program in Kenya. Parishioners bought 
bricks for $20 a piece and the bricks 
were fashioned into a round well week 
by week. Seeing this well grow was 
awesome and encouraged parishioners’ 
to dig deep. By mid-January the parish 
had raised $6,000.

DINNER FOR 80
All Saints Agassiz, B.C. held a fundraising 
dinner for PWRDF In February and it was 
a sold out event! PWRDF brochures and 
offering envelopes were part of the evening 
program. The chef is a member of the 
parish and silent auction items came from 
the community. “The amount raised is not 
known yet, due to COVID-19 restrictions 
but there were many positive experiences at 
the event,” said organizer David Hamilton.

PWRDF IS A MEMBER OF

Thank you 
to all Anglicans who make the work of PWRDF 
possible. Your ongoing generosity supports 
partners in Canada and around the globe as we 
strive to create a truly just, healthy and peaceful 
world. Thank you also to all the diocesan and 
parish representatives, bishops, clergy, board 
members and youth who volunteer their time 
and enthusiasm as ambassadors for PWRDF. 
Supporting the work of PWRDF improves the 
quality of daily life for vulnerable populations by 
promoting global justice and self-sustainability. 

THE LATEST WORD            


