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In the Paramo de Pisba highlands in Colombia, most people work in
agriculture, mining or animal husbandry. Mining can be extremely
damaging to community life, the environment is destroyed and traditional
farming – usually the domain of women – disappears, leaving women
without employment opportunities and making them dependent on men’s
income. They have no voice in decision-making, particularly in financial
affairs and men make household and family decisions.
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PWRDF partner ILSA works with local women to address their needs. The
program trains women in nine municipalities of Paramo de Pisba and
empowers them with the skills and the necessary funds to create
agricultural microenterprises, to protect their environment and to
strengthen their leadership potential.
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“The women face economic exclusion and discrimination, condemning
them to poverty, unemployment and stripping them of their gender and
political rights,” says Jeannethe Lara, PWRDF’s program coordinator for
the ILSA project.
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ILSA seeks to work toward the recognition of women’s rights in the rural
economy and to guarantee their economic autonomy while creating
initiatives for the protection of their land. “ILSA is creating an ecofeminist
response to climate change in the region of Pisba,” says Lara.
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