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PROTECTING
THE PÁRAMOS
BY JEANNETHE LARA

T

he upper Andes of Colombia,
between the tree line and the
permanent snow line, is home to half
of the world’s moorlands known as the
Páramos, an ecosystem that includes
70% of the country’s water sources.
Yet despite international and national
protection regulations, the Páramos
are under threat due to extractive
mining activities, as well as regional
political and economic instabilities and
weak Colombian legislation.
PWRDF is joining WACC (the
World Association for Christian
Communication) and local
organization Grupo Comunicarte in
a three-year partnership to promote
people-led environmental protection
among Indigenous, peasant and
Afro-descendant communities across
six affected regions. The program
will cost on average $44,000 per

year, and will fund weekly 60-minute
radio broadcasts. The initiative will
establish and train a network of 10
environmental journalists (at least half
women) on environmental protection
and care practices. The project will
also strengthen citizen journalism and
support community radio networks
working on environmental issues.
Colombia has one of the most
developed community radio sectors
serving rural areas, with an estimated
450 stations operating. Traditional
radio offers a powerful platform where
ordinary people own and produce
the content; it allows isolated and
marginalized communities to voice
their concerns and to seek solutions
for the protection of the environment
in Colombia. Each community radio
station has an average audience of
375,000 people. The potential reach is
3,750,000 people.
continued on page 2
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TOGETHER
WE CAN GO FURTHER
BY ZAIDA BASTOS
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PWRDF defines partnership as a relationship in
which each partner has equal status, common
interests, a certain independence, and also
implicit and formal obligations to the other.
There are 17
UN Sustainable
Development
Goals, (SDGs) so
perhaps it’s not
surprising that
the final one is all-encompassing:
Partnerships for the Goals. In its
five-year strategic plan, PWRDF
identifies working in partnership
as a key objective to success.
PWRDF has a diversity of
partners in Canada and around
the world that share our ethos
and principles, and who are
working towards a truly just,
healthy and peaceful world.
PWRDF’s partners are a
reflection of the world: they
are Anglicans, ecumenical, faithbased and secular. It is through
these partnerships – in Canada
and the rest of the world – that
PWRDF weaves a thread of
interconnectedness between the
Anglican donor in the pew in
Canada and the woman farmer in
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a remote village in Tanzania, to cite
one example.

Ubuntu, the African idea
of personhood =
“I am because you are”
In a more philosophical sense,
ubuntu means “the belief in a
universal bond of sharing that
connects all humanity.” Partnership
has allowed people, through
PWRDF, to weave their own
interconnectedness with others
far away. It gives them the power
to help improve the lives of others
by contributing to positive changes
in the world.
In this issue of Under the Sun,
we share examples of our work
that lean particularly heavily on
partnership: from institutional
partners to implementing
partners, to volunteers and
dioceses, with the end result of a
stronger PWRDF.
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AMCC MAKES
AN IMPACT IN
EAST AFRICA
In 2016 PWRDF launched All
Mothers and Children Count, a
four-year program designed to
improve maternal, newborn and
child health in Rwanda, Burundi,
Tanzania and Mozambique. The
program has been supported
with a 6:1 funding match from
the Government of Canada.
As the program draws to a
conclusion in March 2020,
PWRDF is pleased to share
some results.
Here are some highlights:

Estimated # of months of
food security each year

Average percentage of pregnant women who
attended at least four antenatal care visits
with a trained health care provider

70%

8.4
6.1
Before
AMCC

Year 3
average
across
4 countries

45%
Before
AMCC

“I had five malnourished children and I kept coming to the clinic
for food supplements. I did not see a significant change because
coming home, we ate the same foods and my children were
relapsing. Now, with our kitchen garden we can plant enough
vegetables to balance our meals. Now my meals are varied and I
do not come to the clinic for food supplementation anymore.”
– Rekatubane Annonciate, Village Health Works, Burundi

Year 3
average
across
4 countries

“AMCC has been my eye-opener. I will continue
accompanying my wife [to appointments] when she is
pregnant. I will also educate other men to be supportive to
their wives and partners and willingly accompany them to
clinic services for the health of a mother and a child to come.”
– Abdallah Yazidu, Diocese of Masasi, Tanzania

GETTING THE MESSAGE OUT
continued from page 1
In communities where moorland ecosystems
are particularly vulnerable, the journalists
will train five additional local people to help
to disseminate information and encourage
greater cooperation between the affected
communities. The ultimate goal is to
generate, foster and deepen a citizen culture
of knowledge and care of the Páramos
among locals, visitors and tourists. The
broadcasts will promote the Páramos as a
vital source of water, worth protecting in

the fight against climate change.
WACC is a global organization
based in Toronto and a pioneer of the
communication rights movement since 1968.
It is one of the few global organizations
working to advance the communication
rights of marginalized communities
worldwide. As such, it has collaborated
with thousands of grassroots communities,
while advocating for systemic changes in
legislation and policy at the national, regional,
and international levels. Like PWRDF, it is a
member of the ACT Alliance.

INDIGENOUS
PARTNERSHIP
CROSSES
BORDERS
Cheryllee Bourgeois leads a smudging ceremony in Peru.

BY JUAN CAMILO SUÁREZ COLMENARES

I

n many of the world’s Indigenous
communities, women do not have
access to midwives and must travel far
from home, sometimes alone, to give
birth in a hospital. The isolation from
family and community can cause stress
and fear, or worse, lead to an increase
in maternal or infant mortality.
For the past three years, PWRDF
has been nurturing a partnership of
Indigenous midwives from Canada, Peru
and Mexico. The support, more than

$100,000, has allowed midwives to
share best practices, develop curriculum
and learn from each others’ Indigenous
commonalities.
It started in May 2017, when
representatives of Ryerson University’s
Aboriginal Initiatives (Canada), Kinal
Antzetik (Mexico) and CHIRAPAQ
(Peru) met in Toronto at an
international conference of midwives
to establish goals and terms for the
partnership.
In 2018, they met again at the
17th session of the United Nations

Staff from Grupo Comunicarte

Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
(UNPFII). There, Cheryllee Bourgeois, a
Métis midwife and professor at Ryerson,
addressed the session. She pleaded
with member nations to tackle the
oppression facing Indigenous midwives
around the world and claimed that the
oppression of Indigenous midwives is
in violation of articles 24 and 25 of the
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples.
In April 2019, the third year of the
program, close to 100 Indigenous
midwives gathered in Peru for the First
International Gathering of Indigenous
Midwives of the Americas. Then in
August, they met again in Mexico.
Both events began with traditional
Indigenous ceremonies offered by the
Elders and Traditional Spiritual Keepers.
They safeguarded the gathering by
grounding it on Indigenous principles
and values such as respect, love and
participation.
Midwives discussed the challenges
of Indigenous midwifery and how to
ensure the practice can continue in
the three countries. Sessions focused
on pregnancy, childbirth and the use
of medicinal plants in this ancestral
practice. Other important discussions
included:
• The importance of acknowledging
midwifery knowledge rather than
appropriating it.
• Acknowledging racism and
discrimination in education systems,
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in the validation and recognition
of traditional Indigenous midwifery
knowledge, and in access to the
Western healthcare system, not only
for pregnant women but also for
their mothers, caregivers and families.
• The criminalization of Indigenous
midwifery and threats to eliminate
this ancestral practice.
“I think that Indigenous people
connecting across countries
internationally is actually critical to the
learning and building of Indigenous
midwifery,” said Bourgeois. “There are
pieces of knowledge that midwives hold
that are so different or don’t exist in
Canada, so it is a rich exchange in terms
of ways to move forward, how people
come together, and the relationship that
people have with their communities
in terms of the care that they are
providing.”
“The three partners have developed
a relationship of trust,” writes José
Zárate, PWRDF’s Canadian Indigenous
Communities and Latin AmericanCaribbean Development Program
Coordinator. He also credits the
partners’ appearances at the UNPFII
(also again in 2019) with conquering
a strategic space in the international
arena. “This contributed to identifying
strategic allies (midwives, health sector,
civil society, etc.), who recognize their
pioneering work as trailblazers in a
sector that is very dismissive of their
knowledge.”
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Average percentage of women
using modern contraceptive

Average percentage of live births
attended by a skilled health professional

89%

53%
38%
Before
AMCC

Year 3
average
across
4 countries

64%
Before
AMCC

“I spoke to one young woman who just delivered her
baby a few hours before and she already had a family
planning patch on her arm. She said she was planning
for three children and spacing them out with three
years in between.” – Ina Lukacs-Orange of Global Affairs
Canada on her visit to Partners in Health Rwanda

Year 3
average
across
4 countries

“Before the new building was built services were
received from a very small space with no dignity
or privacy. Women were afraid to speak to nurses
because there was no privacy to answer questions,
but construction of the new dispensary has improved
services a lot.” – A woman commenting on new
dispensary clinic built by EHALE in Mozambique

MAPPING A PATH TO TRUTH
AND RECONCILIATION
Melanie Delva, Reconciliation Animator for the Anglican Church of Canada, Suzanne Rumsey, PWRDF’s Public Engagement Coordinator,
Esther Wesley, former coordinator of the Anglican Healing Fund, and the Rev. Andrew Wesley, facilitated the training in Winnipeg.

A

t General Synod in July 2019,
a historic motion to create
a self-determining Indigenous
Church was passed. There was a
general call for more education
for reconciliation tools to support
Settlers and Indigenous Canadians
alike in learning more about truth
and reconciliation.
PWRDF is poised to help fill
the gap with Mapping the Ground
We Stand On, an education for
reconciliation tool first developed
four years ago by staff from
PWRDF and the Anglican Church
of Canada to better explain the
concept of terra nullius (empty land)
and the Doctrine of Discovery in a
tangible and physical way.
It has been presented to dozens
of communities across Canada and
the fourth edition of the Facilitator’s
Guide will be printed in early 2020.
But it will get an even greater boost.
In June 2019, PWRDF brought
nine volunteers from across
Canada to Winnipeg to train them
as facilitators. Each of the four
Ecclesiastical provinces has been
equipped with a large floor map, a
key component of the exercise and
the facilitators are working together
to share this resource.
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The nine facilitators are:
• B.C./Yukon province - Nancy
and John Denham (Diocese of
New Westminster) and Michael
Shapcott (Diocese of Kootenay);
• Rupert’s Land province Elizabeth Bonnett and Jennifer
Marlor (Diocese of Rupert’s
Land);
• Ontario province - Greg Smith
(Diocese of Huron) and Cheryl
Marek (Diocese of Toronto)
• Canada province - Gillian Power
and Mike MacKenzie, (Diocese of
Nova Scotia/PEI)
Michael Shapcott is the Executive
Director of the Sorrento Centre,
an Anglican retreat in British
Columbia. Over the summer, he
presented nine Mapping Exercises
there to youth, associates of the
centre and participants in summer
programming. “Approximately
180 people participated,” he
writes. “Each event had a slightly
different focus – often depending
on the group. For instance, in one
offering, we had a woman whose
grandmother taught in a residential
school in Newfoundland. She
described her grandmother as a
very kind and firm woman, and
insisted that if there had even

A MOVING MOVIE
At the June event in
Winnipeg, we were pleased
to welcome Nova Scotia
filmmaker Tim Wilson to
document a public Mapping
Exercise. The video is available
on the home page of our website
at pwrdf.org or on our YouTube
channel at youtube.com/pwrdf.
Share the short trailer on social
media!
been the hint of impropriety, then
there would have been immediate
action from the grandmother. This
prompted an interesting and very
useful conversation about ‘when
good people are engaged in bad
things.’ ” He added: “I am grateful
for the opportunity to be trained
in the exercise, and see it as a great
tool for our reconciliation journey
together.”
The facilitators are actively
connecting with those who have
indicated they would like to book a
Mapping Exercise workshop in their
church, diocese or community. If
you are interested in learning more,
visit our website at pwrdf.org/
mapping-exercise or contact Public
Engagement Coordinator Suzanne
Rumsey at srumsey@pwrdf.org.

PARTNERING FOR
HEALTHY MOMS AND
BABIES IN MONTREAL
Véronique Salibur (MUHC Foundation), Zaida Bastos
(PWRDF), Carol Spence Lord, Edith Duterville, Ann
Cumyn (PWRDF Diocese of Montreal committee
members), Marie-Josée Bourassa, Kim Cavener (MUHCF),
Roslyn MacGregor (PWRDF Diocese of Montreal
representative) and Julie Liebman, speaker.
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Thanks to you
ANGLICAN PARISHES ACROSS CANADA
ARE GETTING INVOLVED WITH PWRDF –
AND MAKING A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE!

A thoughtful gift
Shopping
for PWRDF

On Wednesday, November 20, the Ten
Thousand Villages Crowchild store in
Calgary generously opened its doors in
support of PWRDF. For two hours, 15% of
total sales ($1,454) was donated to PWRDF,
for a total of $218. At least eight churches
were represented among the shoppers and
people enjoyed socializing and spreading the
word about PWRDF’s wonderful work. Our
thanks to Jan Heath, PWRDF Parish
Representative for Church of the Good
Shepherd, for organizing this annual event.

Recycling
for PWRDF

The Sunday school children
from the Parish of St. John’s
Anglican, Milton and Rustico
on Prince Edward Island
decided to support PWRDF
by accepting donations of
money, pop cans and bottles.
The children brought their
blue bags to church each
week until Epiphany.

On the occasion of her ordination as a
Deacon, Cynthia Haines-Turner of the
Diocese of Western Newfoundland, asked
people to make a donation to PWRDF in
lieu of a gift. A fellow parishioner printed
cards and people were encouraged to use
those instead of purchasing greeting cards
and to donate the money they would
have spent on a greeting card to PWRDF.
To date, donations have exceeded $1,252
with more expected from online donors.
Cynthia is the former PWRDF Diocesan
Representative for her diocese and was
recently elected to the PWRDF board of
directors.

PWRDF carves out
a niche in Ottawa Valley

On Sunday, October 27, 2019 the Parish of the
Valley in the Diocese of Ottawa held its Jacko-Lantern Pumpkin Auction and Potluck Lunch
fundraiser for PWRDF. This annual event, led
by the Sunday school at Holy Trinity, Pembroke,
became a multi-parish event, with simultaneous
auctions at the Church of the Ascension, Killaloe
and St. John the Evangelist, Eganville. Many incredibly
creatively carved pumpkins were auctioned off,
raising more than $1,100 for PWRDF!

Thank you
to all Anglicans who make the work of PWRDF
possible.Your ongoing generosity supports
partners in Canada and around the globe as we
strive to create a truly just, healthy and peaceful
world. Thank you also to all the diocesan and
parish representatives, bishops, clergy, board
members and youth who volunteer their time
and enthusiasm as ambassadors for PWRDF.
Supporting the work of PWRDF improves the
quality of daily life for vulnerable populations by
promoting global justice and self-sustainability.
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Do you believe
in angels?

Carol Simms does. She believes there
are angels here on Earth guiding
us, comforting us and protecting us.
An active member of St. Luke’s in
Dartmouth, N.S., Carol is always applying
her creativity to different fundraisers.
This year Carol is selling her hand-crafted
angel ornaments for $5 each with all of
the money raised going to PWRDF.

YES! I WANT TO SUPPORT PWRDF
YOUR GIFT CAN MAKE A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE. THANK YOU!

Donations can be made online at pwrdf.org/give-today or by filling out this form and mailing to the address below.
Name: ________________________________________________

Postal Code: _______________ Phone: __________________

Address: ______________________________________________

Email address: ________________________________________

I have enclosed a one-time gift of
c $40 c $80 c $125 c $500 c other $ _______

OR
c I would like to make a monthly gift of
$ __________ by credit card (info at left)

Please make cheque payable to PWRDF or provide credit card information.

c I would like to make a monthly gift of
$ __________ by pre-authorized chequing
to be withdrawn on

Please circle
credit card
type:

Card #: _______________________________
Expiration Date: _________________________
Signature: ______________________________

c 1st of month

c 16th of month

OR
To donate by phone,
please call 416-924-9192,
ext. 306 or toll-free at
1-866-308-7973.
(Do not leave credit
card information in a
voice message.)

Please enclose a personal cheque marked “Void.”

To learn more about our work, please visit us at www.pwrdf.org
Like us on Facebook @pwrdfcan | Follow us on Twitter @pwrdf
Follow us on Instagram @pwrdf_justgeneration
80 Hayden St., Toronto, Ontario M4Y 3G2

Charitable number: 866 434640 RR0001 A-Feb-2020

