
Canadians Foodgrains Bank
“The happiest day of my life has finally come,” said Lotum Longolio, the 
day her household had an opportunity to have a decent meal. Longolio, 
25, lives with her husband and three children in Eastern Equatoria State 
of South Sudan. “Today, I am overwhelmed with joy at the distribution 
site because it is the first time my household has received food assistance 
since I got married,” she said. 

The distribution site was part of a PWRDF-led relief project that fed 
thousands last fall through our equity in Canadian Foodgrains Bank, a 
4:1 match from Global Affairs Canada, and $100,000 from the United 
Church of Canada towards this project.

PWRDF purchased 200 tonnes of sorghum (to make porridge), 27 
tonnes of beans, 16 tonnes of cooking oil and 4 tonnes of salt. Adventist 
Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) South Sudan distributed the 
food, benefitting almost 9,000 people. 

It is a perfect example of how members of the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank pool our resources to end hunger. Some of the funds come 
through the sale of crops from Canadian farmers. They donate their 
land and time to grow the plants, but use donations from parishes and 
individuals to buy seed, fertilizer and other inputs. Our opportunity to 
give, means Lotum and her family have the opportunity to eat. 
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Vestine lives in Burera district in northern Rwanda, in the remote 
community of  Nyamicucu. The closest hospital is a nine-hour walk 
away.  
Vestine told her neighbour, who is a Community Health Worker, that 
she was not feeling well. Her neighbour convinced Vestine to have a 
check-up and Vestine learned she was pregnant. This early 
intervention allowed her to confirm her HIV status and to take 
precautions to prevent mother-child transmission.  
In her seventh month, Vestine went into premature labour. Her 
neighbour called the district ambulance, provided by PWRDF 
partner Partners in Health through the All Mothers and Children 
Count program. The ambulance took her to the health centre where 
maternity services were available. When further complications arose, 
the ambulance took Vestine to the state-of-the-art Butaro hospital 
for an emergency C-section.  
Baby and Vestine are both healthy thanks to the interventions along 
the way. High quality maternal and child health services means 
getting all the steps right. Continuum of  care and the integration of  
services allow Vestine and thousands of  other Rwandan mothers to 
have safe and healthy births each year.
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