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Introduction
The Oxford English Dictionary defines the word advent as “the arrival of a notable 
person, thing or event.” We can thank Old English and before it, Latin (adventus, 
‘arrival’) from ad venire – to come – for the word advent.

For those of us following the church calendar, Advent is the first season of the year, 
starting four Sundays before Christmas and leading to Christmas Day. The OED writes 
that Advent is “the coming or second coming of Christ.” 

What does Advent mean for you? Is it mostly a time of shopping and cooking and 
decorating and overwhelming busyness, in preparation for the arrival of the big event, 
Christmas Day? Can it be, however briefly, a time of quiet contemplation for you each 
day; of waiting for the arrival of a baby we call Jesus, the Christ? 

In this series of Advent devotions, four theologians and writers offer us their unique 
and profound reflections on Creation Care, Reconciliation with Indigenous peoples, 
Empowering Women and Refugees, coupled with the Advent themes of hope, peace, 
joy and love. Out of their lived experience, their work, and their understandings of 
scripture, they offer us a rich variety of ways to contemplate the one for whom we wait. 
Each reflection is accompanied by a PWRDF story as a way to connect this time of 
waiting with the ‘work’ of waiting that we are called to do; the work of creating  — in the 
words of our vision statement — “A truly just, peaceful and healthy world.” 

May you wait in quiet contemplation this Advent season.

Note: All scriptural references are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible. 
Each Sunday follows the lectionary readings for that day. Other daily scripture references 
do not.

ON PAPER
Download and print the 

PDF. “PWRDF Connects” 
stories are included in full, 

with the URLs beneath 
them for your reference.

ON A SCREEN
PWRDF Connects story 
links are also embedded 

within the text of the 
reflection and will take you 

directly to our website.

IN AN EMAIL
Subscribe at  

pwrdf.org/Advent2019 
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morning, Story links are 

embedded in the text. 
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ADVENT 1 

Hope & Creation Care
REV. LAUREL DYKSTRA is the priest of Salal and Cedar, a ministry of the Diocese of New 
Westminster. Salal and Cedar is “part of a growing movement across Turtle Island (North 
America) of communities of Christians reconnecting to the creation values and land covenants 
at the core of our tradition; we practice contemplative ecology and spiritually rooted action.” 
With a vocation for environmental justice, Laurel is well connected to secular and faith-based 
environmental movements and has been described as “the communicative face of the Anglican 
diocese on justice issues.” Laurel writes about creation care.
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Hope & Creation Care  
s u n d a y,  d e c e m b e r   1

 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come
   the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
   and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
   Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
   to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
   and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
   and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.   

 
It is hard to be hopeful in a time of global climate change, when the destructive human impact 
on individuals and communities, creatures, waterways and ecosystems is unprecedented. The 
lectionary passages this week are compelling and urgent but they can seem far from the Advent 
theme of hope and further still from the PWRDF focus this week on creation care. Just what 
should we be awake to?
 
In the midst of these contradictions, an image from the prophet Isaiah – the word that he sees – 
emerges as hopeful for me. Isaiah holds a vision of Jerusalem restored. The temple, the centre of 
Jerusalem, is imagined as a mountain destination where all surrounding nations flow like rivers 
to learn goodness there. This language of hope and restoration uses nature imagery to create a 
portrait of a nation with non-violence and abundance at its core.
 
Isaiah is part of a biblical pattern where over and over prophets and seekers encounter the Spirit 
on mountain tops, under trees, and in high places. The gospel writers continue with this nature 
imagery using a trail or The Way, a key symbol for discipleship. The goodness of creation is core 
to our tradition.

Loving Creator, at this time of Advent keep us from being caught between the 
seasonal stress and the push toward consumption and a new and frightening climate 
reality. Calm our hearts and remind us to hope. Plant our feet on the discipleship 
way and help us encounter you in the wild places and the beauty of your creation. 
Amen.

Isaiah 2:1-3

Let us  
Pray
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Fighting the effects of climate change  
in Bangladesh
Bangladesh has become increasingly 
vulnerable because of climate change. PWRDF 
has been working in climate vulnerable areas 
that have suffered visible effects of natural 
disasters, targeting 22,000 Bangladeshi 
farmers in 10 villages threatened by drought, 
floods and cyclones. The Manitoba Council 
for International Cooperation has matched 
PWRDF’s contributions on a 1:1 basis to 
support the second year of the three-year 
project.

The project has already made great progress 
in the first year thanks to PWRDF and its 
donors. Two villages have been prepared for 
mangrove regeneration in order to help protect 
the shorelines against erosion, flooding and 
high winds. The communities have been trained 
on how to protect these plants to ensure their 
survival and growth.

Bamboo bindings have been set up to redirect 
water and prevent river erosion and flooding 
of valuable farm land. Four of these bindings, 
locally known as chatkas, have been built. With 
the support of MCIC, PWRDF looks forward 
to assisting the local partner and communities 
in building more of these bindings, protecting 
more communities from flooding and river 
erosion.

PWRDF partner UBINIG has begun to set up 
farmers field schools in six villages in climate 

vulnerable areas. These schools are sharing 
knowledge about farming in drought and 
flood prone areas as well as discussing the 
challenges that climate change is presenting.

The project has a focus on increasing 
knowledge, as well as the capacity to adapt 
to climate change in the local communities. 
Men and women in disaster prone areas 
have gathered to discuss common concerns. 
Women have taken up the cause of seed 
preservation as a way to address the losses 
associated with natural disasters and extreme 
weather. These discussions help to share 
knowledge and identify the gaps as well as 
action plans to protect the communities and 
make them more aware of the effects of the 
changing climate.

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/mcic-projects-will-protect-environment-in-
bangladesh-and-facilitate-sri-lankan-refugee-return/

CONNECTS



8

Hope & Creation Care  
m o n d a y,  d e c e m b e r   2

 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ And the Spirit 
immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness for forty 
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on 
him.    

 
In early Advent we often remember John the Baptist but we don’t always remember that John was 
a wilderness prophet like Elijah of the ravens, caves and rivers. Both John and Jesus are rooted 
in the wilderness tradition. In Mark’s gospel Jesus is profoundly connected with bodies, creation 
and creatures. While other gospels start with stories of Jesus’ birth and ancestry, Mark launches 
in on page one to an elemental engagement with an untamed God. Wet with river water Jesus 
encounters the Spirit in the form of a bird that then chases him out into the wilderness.

In the other gospels, wilderness is a place of spiritual reckoning but only Mark includes the lovely 
and ambiguous line, “he was with the wild beasts.” Are they tempters, observers, or do they wait 
on him like the angels? At a time of mass extinction I think we all experience a kind of species 
loneliness. These verses offer a comforting interplay between these wild beasts, the domestic 
animals in the nativity accounts and the folk tradition that at midnight on Christmas Eve the 
farm animals speak.

Good Shepherd and God of the wild places, we give thanks to you for all living 
creatures and we pray especially for PWRDF partners in Tanzania, Burundi, 
Mozambique, Rwanda and Malawi participating in PWRDF’s livestock programs 
Amen.

Mark 1:9-12

Let us  
Pray
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Goats for community health care workers 
In the Neno District of Malawi there are no 
paved roads servicing the district hospitals, 
making it a great challenge for its 160,000 
people to access health care. The district is one 
of the poorest and most rural, underdeveloped 
areas of the country.

Community Health Workers (CHWs) are on the 
front-line of health care in the district. They live in 
the communities in which they work and reduce 
the need for vulnerable patients to travel. CHWs 
are trusted in their communities and ensure 
patients are receiving necessary care, treatment 
and even provide psychosocial support.

CHWs spend significant time each week 
attending to the health needs of their assigned 
households, conducting home visits, monitoring 
treatment, screening patients and even 
accompanying them to distant health centres.

As vital community members it’s imperative 
CHWs have a sufficient livelihood to stay 
motivated and able to complete their work. 
Partners In Health (PIH) Malawi, locally known 
as Abwenzi Pa Za Umoyo (APZU), runs the 
CHW program in the district. CHWs fall into two 
categories: senior CHWs, who receive a monthly 
stipend of $34 and junior CHWs who receive 
$23. Considering the amount of work they have 
been assigned and their duties as household 
heads, these stipends are inadequate.

Realizing the needs of CHWs in Neno District, 
PWRDF partnered with APZU to improve 
livelihoods by providing CHWs with breeding 

goats. These goats will provide CHWs with 
another income source, additional food security 
and open up more time for them to fully 
participate in health delivery for the community.

CHWs will receive training and support from 
APZU in collaboration with the Malawi Ministry 
of Agriculture to ensure the goats thrive and 
families receive the full benefits of owning them.

In the first year of the project, 270 CHWs will 
receive goats and over the course of the three-
year project, as the goats breed, they will be 
distributed to all 1,227 CHWs across the district.

This project will not only benefit the CHWs 
and their families but the whole community. 
When CHWs worry less about their livelihoods 
they can spend more time ensuring the entire 
community has access to safe and proper 
health care.

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/pwrdf-supports-goat-program-for-community-
health-workers-in-malawi/

CONNECTS
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t u e s d a y,  d e c e m b e r   3

 
He shall judge between the nations,
   and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
   and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
   neither shall they learn war any more.
 O house of Jacob,
   come, let us walk
   in the light of the Lord.    

 
In Isaiah’s vision of restoration, the often quoted passage of turning swords into plowshares 
makes clear connections between war and scarcity of food. The prophet’s word of hope includes 
agricultural imagery, with both field and orchard and the tools, plow and pruning-hook, that each 
require.
 
In Yemen, South Sudan, Somalia, and other places in our global community, precious resources 
funneled into war have resulted in severe hunger and famine. Compounded by drought caused 
by rising global temperatures it is often the poorest communities that are on the front lines of 
climate change. Lotum Longolio a young mother in South Sudan says, “I am overwhelmed with 
joy.” With PWRDF support she is able to feed her family twice a day. Let her hope and gratitude 
be a reminder of all that we have.

Loving God, we know that you desire good things for all of your children. As we 
read the prophet’s words we ask for your comfort and protection for all those who 
experience hunger and war. Amen.

Isaiah 2:4-5

Let us  
Pray
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Restoring hope in South Sudan 
Lotum Longolio rejoiced as she gathered up 
her rations of sorghum (a grain used to make 
porridge), beans, cooking oil and salt at the 
food distribution centre. Lotum, 25, lives with 
her husband and three children. She is a jovial 
young woman despite being deaf and mute.

As winter began to settle across Canada in 
December 2017, hunger persisted in South 
Sudan. PWRDF led a food distribution project 
that fed thousands in a rural county in Eastern 
Equatoria State, through our equity in the 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank and a 4:1 match 
from Global Affairs Canada. The United Church 
of Canada also contributed $100,000 and 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
South Sudan was our partner on the ground 
distributing the food.

“We are now responsible for making sure 
everything goes as planned, dealing with 
the suppliers, monitoring and evaluating,” 
said Naba Gurung, PWRDF’s Humanitarian 
Response Coordinator, who was in touch with 
ADRA South Sudan on a daily basis during 
the distribution process. Lotum and her family 
were among the 1,799 households (8,960 
individuals) in seven districts of Kapoeta North 
County benefitting from the project.
“Today, I am overwhelmed with joy at the 

distribution site because it is the first time my 
household has received food assistance since 
I got married,” she said. “My household will at 
least have an increased meal portion today and 
we shall eat twice a day, compared to the past 
where my household barely survived on very 
little millet, which we ate once a day.”

Lotum is thankful that ADRA South Sudan 
organized a house-to-house registration that 
makes sure people with disabilities are reached 
and included.

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/60-stories/the-happiest-day-of-my-life-has-
finally-come/ 

CONNECTS
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w e d n e s d a y,  d e c e m b e r   4

 
I was glad when they said to me,
   ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’
Our feet are standing
   within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem—built as a city
   that is bound firmly together.
To it the tribes go up,
   the tribes of the Lord,
as was decreed for Israel,
   to give thanks to the name of the Lord.      

 
Psalm 122 is one of fifteen Psalms of Ascent (120-134), songs sung by pilgrims climbing the 
road toward the holy city of Jerusalem, or by priests ascending steps to the temple. The psalms 
are all short and hopeful: full of longing and belonging, images of cities flourishing like gardens, 
gratitude, patient expectation and the hope and joy of finding home.
 
A common question runs through these psalms, “What does it mean to flourish as a people?” 
When the world is focused on personal success and the church can overemphasize personal 
salvation, the Psalms of Ascent remind us that we are all in this together. As we make a pilgrimage 
together towards the birth of Christ, it is good to be reminded that our faith is shared in 
community, not experienced alone and that we hope in a God who acts for the flourishing of the 
world and all its creatures.

Loving God who delights in our flourishing, we praise you for all the good gifts 
you give us. Help us to be part of a global flourishing that includes all your people 
everywhere. Amen.

Psalm 122:1-4

Let us  
Pray
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‘I want to give back’
So says Virginie Nizigama (right), a community 
volunteer at the Village Health Works clinic in 
Burundi. Virginie’s second child was nursed 
back to health here in 2005, and her third was 
delivered under a tree at the clinic with the help 
of VHW staff.

Today she is one of the many women 
volunteers who devotes her time and energy 
to the VHW Clinic. She helps to grow crops 
and tend to the livestock at the clinic. She also 
teaches people how to diversify their diets 
and grow the best vegetables to stay healthy. 
Community volunteers like Virginie organize 
celebratory Health Days where the medical 
staff meet with parents and children to provide 
vaccinations, teach about malnutrition and 
other illnesses, all to the backdrop of traditional 
Burundian music and dance.

Village Health Works is one of four PWRDF 
partners working on the All Mothers and 
Children Count program, which has been made 
possible thanks to the support of Global Affairs 
Canada and donors from across Canada.

VHW provides lifesaving medical care to 
mothers and children across 18 communities, 
as well as nutrition, food security and 

educational programs. It fosters an environment 
of empowerment among the women in the 
community. Women meet together to talk 
about the design of expectant mothers homes, 
as well as to support each other throughout 
childbirth.

“It’s my passion, my hope for all of us to be 
healthy and educated and to help others,” says 
Virginie. “I love being able to share whatever I 
know.”

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/60-stories/i-want-to-give-back

CONNECTS
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t h u r s d a y,  d e c e m b e r   5

 
The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You 
shall not steal; You shall not covet’; and any other commandment, are summed up 
in this word, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ Love does no wrong to a neighbour; 
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers      

 
These verses are full of immediacy and urgency. In early Advent the lectionary readings often call 
us to pay attention, to be on the lookout, but just what we are expecting or where we should direct 
our attention can be unclear. As the rate of species extinctions increases, global temperatures rise 
and atmospheric carbon emissions escalate, young people like Ta’Kaiya Blaney, Autumn Peltier 
and Greta Thunberg are also calling us to “wake from sleep.”
 
In this passage from Romans the whole of the commandments are summed up as, “Love 
for neighbour.” When we remember that our neighbours are not only human but the land, 
waterways, plants and creatures of our bioregion, our watershed and our ecosystem, then it is our 
love for these neighbours that compels us to stay awake and to act for climate justice.

Divine Creator and lover of the world, who delights in everything you have made, 
may we join our voices with all the creatures that praise you and may we turn our 
actions to care for and protect them. Amen.

Romans 13:9-11

Let us  
Pray
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Partner in Colombia empowers women  
while responding to climate change
In the Paramo de Pisba highlands in the 
Department of Boyaca, Colombia, most people 
work in either agriculture, animal husbandry 
or traditional mining. But as mining activities 
continue to expand into agricultural land, 
more and more people are being forced to 
move higher in the mountains to cultivate the 
protected land in the paramos.

An economy based mainly on mining 
can be extremely damaging to the life of 
a community. When mining is the main 
industry, the environment is destroyed and 
traditional farming — usually the domain of 
women — disappears, leaving women without 
employment opportunities. Women are then 
dependent on men’s income perpetuating what 
is locally known as “machista” social patterns. 
Women have no voice in decision making, 
particularly in financial affairs and men make 
household and family decisions.

PWRDF’s partner ILSA (Institutio 
Latinoamericano para una Sociedad y un 
derecho Alternativos) works with local women 
to address these needs. The program will 
train women in nine municipalities of Paramo 
de Pisba and empower them with the skills 
and necessary funds to create agricultural 
microenterprises, protect their environment 
and strengthen their leadership potential in the 
public sphere.

“The women face economic exclusion and 
discrimination, condemning them to poverty, 
unemployment and stripping them of their 
gender and political rights,” says Jeannethe 

Lara, PWRDF’s program coordinator for the 
ILSA project.

The project has identified 75 women and 400 
family members who will take part in training 
and discussions on everything from women’s 
rights, leadership, agriculture, public policy and 
environmental protection. These trainings will 
promote the women’s participation in the public 
sphere and create community campaigns on 
climate change mitigation and environmental 
protection.

The women will use their new skills to establish 
a native plant nursery that will help reforest the 
land damaged by mining. They will also receive 
seeds and livestock for their family farms 
including hens, chickens and sheep, which can 
be used to obtain wool and bred for additional 
income.

“The project will improve the quality of life of 
women, their families and their territory,” says 
Lara.

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/new-pwrdf-partner-empowers-women-while-
responding-to-climate-change/  

CONNECTS
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f r i d a y,  d e c e m b e r   6

 

For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in 
those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood 
came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man.       

 
In Matthew, Jesus gives a warning that draws from both Genesis and the apocalyptic book of 
Daniel. This passage warns of the devastating consequences when we fail to pay attention. I 
find an uncomfortable mirror in the images of people who eat and drink, celebrate and mark 
the passages of life, oblivious to signs and portents and rising waters. For years already, coastal 
people and island people, have experienced catastrophic storms and floods caused by global 
climate change. In Mozambique, the Bahamas, Haiti, Cuba and the Philippines, people have lost 
livelihoods, homes and family members. Even landlocked countries like Zimbabwe have not been 
immune. Meanwhile in the North and in the West we debate the reality of climate change or focus 
primarily on carbon particles and polar bears.
 
We should not suggest that storms and floods are divine punishment, but certainly global climate 
change is a consequence of human greed and human exploitation of God’s creation. The story of 
a tiny lifeboat full of humans and creatures in peril from storms and rising waters is a compelling 
image for our times.

God of comfort and compassion, be with all who are at risk from storms, floods and 
extreme weather. Shelter and protect them and give them hope. Amen.

Matthew 
24:37-39

Let us  
Pray
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PWRDF, Foodgrains Bank and Zimbabwe 
partner support agricultural recovery
PWRDF is partnering with the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank and TSURO Trust in 
Zimbabwe to make a world of difference in 
the lives of approximately 28,900 people 
in Zimbabwe still reeling from the affects of 
Cyclone Idai.

In four wards of Chimanimani district, one 
of the worst affected by Cyclone Idai, 4,910 
families will receive a one-time package of 10 
kg maize seed, 15 kg bean seed and 2 kg 
finger millet seed. The seeds will be distributed 
in time for planting in October to December 
2019 to help reestablish agricultural livelihoods.

PWRDF is contributing $26,000 from funds 
donated to Cyclone Idai relief, as well as 
$59,000 from its Foodgrains Bank equity. A 4:1 
match from Global Affairs Canada will make 
up the entire budget of $404,471. “We are 
grateful for our partnership with CFGB and with 
TSURO in Zimbabwe,” says Executive Director 
Will Postma. “They have worked hard on the 
project. We are glad to be of support too to 
communities so tragically affected by Cyclone 
Idai, still today.”

Given the current food insecurity in the district, 
affected households in these wards will also be 
receiving food assistance from other agencies 
in the form of cash or food transfers. 

Cyclone Idai hit eastern Zimbabwe with heavy 
rains and strong winds on March 15, 2019. The 
storm caused rivers to rise and flash flooding 

and subsequent deaths, destruction of property 
and livelihoods. Across Chimanimani district, 
52% of all seed stocks were lost and farmers 
need assistance to jumpstart agricultural 
recovery, regain their productive capacity and 
to restore food and nutritional security.

The Civil Protection Unit-Chimanimani 
estimates the cyclone affected 270,000 people 
in the district. According to the Department 
of Agriculture and Extension, 18,244 out of 
39,789 hectares of arable land in Chimanimani 
district were damaged by the cyclone. 
Chimanimani district is projected to be at 
Integrated Food Security Phase Classication 
level 3 for October to December 2019.

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/pwrdf-foodgrains-bank-and-zimbabwe-partner-
support-agricultural-recovery/   

CONNECTS



18

Hope & Creation Care  
s a t u r d a y,  d e c e m b e r   7

 

As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and with your descendants 
after you and with every living creature that was with you, the birds, the domestic 
animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark.      

 
The gospel for the first Sunday in Advent draws on the Genesis story of the flood to convey a 
sense of urgency and anticipation and to shake us out of our ho hum, business as usual routine. 
One form of complacency is our idea that salvation is only about humans and God, or more 
isolated still, a private affair between a single individual and their maker. This devotional, the 
prayer books, the common lectionary, and much of scripture remind us that faithfulness is not 
a solitary endeavor, it is not even species specific! The rainbow-sealed covenant at the end of the 
flood narrative makes this clear.
 
A covenant is often thought of as an agreement and bond between two parties: God and Israel, 
David and Jonathan, Israel and Tyre, Jesus and humanity. But in Hosea, birds and all animals 
are covenant parties, in Job, stones of the field are also. Often the very Earth itself is called to 
be a covenant witness. The Genesis covenant includes both future generations and every living 
creature on Earth. It is beautiful and humbling to be reminded that our Creator enters into 
agreement with all that is created and that we are heirs and participants in this interspecies 
relationship of love and obligation.

God of sparrow and lily, mountain and river, teach us to delight in and protect all 
that you have made, remind us that we are a single yet sometimes dangerous strand 
in your web of life. Amen.

Genesis 9:9-10

Let us  
Pray
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Youth Council rep fights against climate 
change at COP24 in Poland
PWRDF Youth Council member Jessica Steele 
(right) was one of two women climate activists 
representing KAIROS Canada, as observers 
at the 24th Conference of the Parties to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (COP24), in Katowice, Poland 
this week. They are accredited by The United 
Church of Canada, the only Canadian church 
with official observer status at COP.

Along with Cameroon-based Georgine Kengne, 
Jessica’s mission is twofold:

• to urge the Canadian government to 
increase its greenhouse gas emissions 
reductions targets, backed by an ambitious 
action plan;

• to join other women climate activists in 
adding their voice to the COP24 process on 
the gendered impacts of climate change.

Steele is an environmental educator and 
climate change activist from Coast Salish 
Territory in Vancouver and the Youth Council 
Representative for the Diocese of British 
Columbia. She works with the Ocean Wise 
Conservation Association’s Ocean Bridge 
program, where she empowers youth and 
young adults across the country to participate 

in ocean conservation service projects.

Kengne is a francophone and the Senior 
Projects Coordinator on Consent and Just 
Alternative Development with WoMin: African 
Women Unite Against Destructive Resource 
Extraction, which seeks to build a women-
centred and ecologically responsive African 
alternative to mining’s current destructive 
model.

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/steeley-determination-youth-council-rep-fights-
against-climate-change-at-cop24/  

CONNECTS
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Peace & Indigenous Reconciliation

ADVENT 2 

Peace & Indigenous Reconciliation
BISHOP JOHN HANNEN was bishop of the Diocese of Caledonia from 1981 to 2001. There 
he was adopted as a wolf member of Kwaxsuu, Nisga’a Nation. He held the name Lihlksim Matx 
Gibuu, which is translated as Wolf Shepherd. After resigning in 2001 he became the rector of St. 
Barnabas’ Church in Victoria, Diocese of British Columbia and worked with Indigenous people 
in the Greater Victoria area. He retired in 2007, and is an Honorary Assistant at Christ Church 
Cathedral in Victoria. Bishop John writes about Reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples.
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s u n d a y,  d e c e m b e r   8
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb,  
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,  
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,  
and a little child shall lead them.     

 
In western understanding the wolf is seen as an evil creature, killing the lambs and scattering the 
sheep. Even our Lord draws attention to the wolf in this way — the creature that harasses and 
scatters the sheep, the flock of God. We can think of the European tradition of the werewolf as a 
paramount symbol of evil. In First Nations, certainly amongst the west coast people, the wolf is 
seen in a very different way.

The wolf, living in a pack, is a sign of community. Wolves are committed to each other in the 
pack, as Christians are committed to each other. They are a sign of caring. Wolves look after and 
care for the young cubs in the pack, even if they are not their own offspring. They will feed and 
play with them, teaching them, irrespective of whether or not they are the cubs’ parents. Wolves 
in First Nations understanding are good creatures and worthy of emulation. They are a good 
figure for our Lord who was the Sinless One, but who was maligned – crucified and thought badly 
of for no fault of his own — as the wolf is.  

Fifty years ago as a young priest on the Naas River in northwestern British Columbia, I was 
adopted by the Nisga’a Nation into the Wolf Tribe, as were two other priests at the same time. 
My Nisga’a name in English is ‘Shepherd Wolf ’, a name which I continue to try to live up to, as a 
pastor and priest caring for those for whom I have some responsibility. I try to reflect the Sinless 
One whose servant I am. I try to recognize our Lord in all others who bear his name.

Our first reading for this Sunday, as also elsewhere in scripture, says the sign of God’s peaceable 
kingdom is the wolf lying down with the lamb. May it be so for us.

Our Incarnate Chief, help us to recognize and value your presence in those we might 
despise or see of little worth. Amen.

Isaiah 11:6

Let us  
Pray
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Mapping a future of reconciliation
In November 2015, staff from PWRDF and the 
Anglican Fund for Healing and Reconciliation, 
presented an interactive workshop at PWRDF’s 
National Gathering. Since that debut, “the 
mapping exercise” has been workshopped and 
presented several times. A Facilitator’s Guide 
called “Mapping the Ground We Stand On” has 
emerged from the process and is now available 
to order or download.

“As the Anglican Church of Canada develops 
its response to the recommendations of 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 
final report and PWRDF seeks to deepen 
its relationships with aboriginal peoples, 
we hope this resource will be a useful tool 
for learning and reflection together,” writes 
Suzanne Rumsey, Public Engagement Program 
Coordinator and co-author of the guide.

The workshop takes approximately two hours. 
It is similar to the KAIROS blanket exercise 
in that it aims to enlighten and expand the 
knowledge of Settler (non-Indigenous) people. 
But the experience and interactivity takes on a 
different form, making the two workshops quite 
complementary.

The facilitator starts by introducing a large floor 
map of Canada, or the northern part of Turtle 
Island. Participants are invited to close their 
eyes and imagine Turtle Island the way it was 
millennia ago. The names of 67 First Nations 
and Inuit communities are printed on sheets 
of paper and Rumsey says each name as 
volunteers place them on the map in roughly 
the right geographic space. The surface is soon 
fairly covered. “How long shall we pause to 
give us a sense of the millennia this land was 
inhabited before most of our ancestors stepped 
onto it?” asks Rumsey. “Let’s say one second 
for each millennium.” 

Next, the Guide describes the history of settlers 
arriving on Turtle Island, starting with Viking 
explorers 600 to 1,000 years ago, then British 
and French colonists, then United Empire 
Loyalists, then African-Americans (including 
those using the underground railroad), followed 
by the three immigrant waves of the 20th 
century. As people step onto the map when 
their ancestors are introduced, the script 
includes references to other key events in 
Canadian history – the first Eucharist in Canada 
by Robert Wolfall in 1578, the first residential 
school in 1820, the Chinese Head Tax in 1885. 
With everyone now standing on the map, the 
following words are projected onto the wall and 
spoken together: “My truth as a Settler has 
been one-sided, from the Settler viewpoint. The 
history taught in our schools does not have a 
First Nations, Métis or Inuit perspective. I am 
here to learn facts and truths I do not know.”

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/mapping-a-future-of-reconciliation/  

Watch a video about the Mapping Exercise at 
pwrdf.org/mapping-exercise

CONNECTS
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m o n d a y,  d e c e m b e r   9
 

Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,  
that his glory may dwell in our land.      

 
In the First Nations communities I have lived in I have found that everyone is important, 
everyone is valued and everyone has a place. No person is defined or thought of only in the light 
of one characteristic: e.g. nervous of dogs, afraid of the water or someone with a drug addiction. 
In a small community where families have lived for hundreds of years, or even thousands, 
everyone knows everything about everyone else. In a society where we hide so much of ourselves 
from others, this can seem invasive and disconcerting.

But amongst First Nations people it can be liberating. We never have to pretend to be anything 
other than who we are, because everyone knows us and knows what is true about us. We are seen 
as who and what we are. Our value is not determined by status or wealth. Just because we are a 
person, we are valued. The psalmist says, “Salvation is at hand for those who fear him,” whatever 
status the world might give. Like everyone else we are made in the image of God and are valued 
because we are human and are loved by God.

May we know ourselves, as well as the least person, to be made in the image of God, 
and see God’s image in everyone we encounter. Amen.

Psalm 85:9

Let us  
Pray
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PWRDF accompanies first gathering of  
Indigenous midwives of the Americas
This past April, almost 100 midwives from 
Indigenous communities gathered in Peru for 
the First International Gathering of Indigenous 
Midwives of the Americas. The purpose was 
to promote cultural exchanges in traditional 
midwifery and knowledge of Indigenous 
midwives in Canada, Peru and Mexico.

This ground-breaking event was part of the 
Indigenous Maternal Health and Midwifery 
Program currently being funded by PWRDF. 
Its participants and implementing partners 
are CHIRAPAQ from Peru, Kinal Antzetik from 
Mexico and Ryerson University’s Aboriginal 
Initiatives from Canada. Midwives discussed 
the challenges of Indigenous midwifery and 
possible future actions so the practice can 
continue in the three countries. The event 
focused on pregnancy, childbirth, child delivery 
and the use of medicinal plants in this ancestral 
practice.

The event began with a traditional Indigenous 
ceremony offered by the Elders and Traditional 
Spiritual Keepers from regions of Peru, Canada 
and Mexico. They safeguarded the gathering 
grounded on Indigenous principles and values 
such as respect, love and participation in good 
mind and a clean heart.

Indigenous midwives from Oaxaca, Mexico 
represented partner Kinal Antzetik. Participants 
discussed health from an Indigenous 
perspective. “Health involves the relationship 
we maintain with the elements that surround 
us,“ said José Zárate, PWRDF’s Canadian and 
Indigenous Communities Program Coordinator. 
“Water, earth, wind, fire, flora, fauna; its balance 
allows a healthy coexistence between men, 

women and the environment in which they live. 
Health includes three levels of oneself, and it is 
holistic: spiritual, emotional and physical. If we, 
as Indigenous peoples neglect the elements 
and other living beings that surround us, health 
will dissipate, giving way to disease.”

“I think that Indigenous people connecting 
across countries internationally, is actually 
critical to the learning and building of 
Indigenous midwifery,” said Cheryllee Bourgeois 
of Ryerson University’s Indigenous Maternal 
Health Midwifery Program. “Part of the 
reason is that there are pieces of knowledge 
that midwives hold that are so different or 
don’t exist up in Canada, so it is such a rich 
exchange in terms of ways to move forward, 
what to centre, how people come together, 
and the relationship that people have with their 
communities in terms of the care that they are 
providing.”

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/pwrdf-accompanies-first-gathering-of-
indigenous-midwives-of-the-americas/   

(left to right) Monica McKay and Cheryllee Bourgeois of 
Ryerson University, Zaida Bastos, Director of Development 
for PWRDF and volunteers from CHIRAPAQ of Peru.

CONNECTS
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t u e s d a y,  d e c e m b e r   10
 

So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these little ones should be 
lost.      

 
I have been struck by the different understandings of justice in the western world and in the First 
Nations communities. In North American society if a person does wrong – breaks the law - he/
she should pay for the crime. They should be punished and sent to prison, a very unpleasant 
place. Our hope is that such punishment will serve as a deterrent to future lawbreaking.

In the First Nations of the west coast, the emphasis is on reconciliation, reparation and restoration 
to the community — what we Christians call redemption. If someone does serious wrong, after a 
significant time of reflection (perhaps when he/she gets out of prison if sent there) the family who 
has accepted some responsibility corporately for the wrongdoing, will put on a big feast to which 
the whole community is invited. The wrongdoer will acknowledge the harm he/she has done to 
family and community. This person will then be publicly stripped and bathed clean. The family 
acknowledges the harm done and the family elders encourage the wrongdoer in repentance, a 
change of life and a new beginning. Community elders accept what the family has to say and give 
encouragement and advice to the family and wrongdoer. The family makes reparation to anyone 
or any organization harmed, including of a financial nature. Peace is restored. The matter is then 
not spoken of again. 

In the Gospel of Matthew we read, “So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these 
little ones should be lost.” This is the gospel I saw in the First Nations communities where I lived 
and ministered.

Heavenly Father, give us grace that we may be vehicles of your redemption, even for 
those, who like ourselves, we consider unworthy of your love. Amen.

Matthew 18:14

Let us  
Pray
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The story of language reclamation 
Among the 14 tribes of the Nuu-Chah-Nulth 
Indigenous peoples in British Columbia only 
about 200 fluent speakers of the language are 
left, many over 65 years old. The language is 
slowly dying.

In 2012, local author Irene Robinson wrote 
a children’s book about the ceremonies 
celebrated within the Nuu-Chah-Nulth. The 
book features an “easy speak” way of writing, 
where the names of the ceremonies are written 
in both the Nuu-Chah-Nulth alphabet as well as 
in the Roman alphabet to help readers learn the 
language.

“I like the easy speak,” said Jackie Wells, the 
Family and Health Services Team Leader at the 
Port Alberni Friendship Centre. “It lets me learn 
along with my child.”

The residential schools’ policy of prohibiting 
Indigenous language has made it difficult for 
many languages to survive. One elder rarely 
speaks the language even today. “Every time he 
speaks [Nuu-chah-nulth], his stomach clenches 
because of the memories of the beatings he 
received at residential school for speaking his 
language,” said Robinson.

The Nuu-Chah-Nulth Economic Development 
Corporation (NEDC) works to preserve and 
revitalize the language and culture. Without 
the technology or financial resources to 
develop teaching tools to promote and teach 
the language, it is challenging. PWRDF has 

partnered with NEDC to address some of those 
funding gaps, such as the cost of distributing 
Robinson’s book among the community.

The book has been shared with local parents, 
as well as the local schools and libraries. It has 
created an opportunity for elders to pass on 
their knowledge of language and culture to a 
younger generation.

“I see kids who go to school on the reserve to 
learn their culture, singing, and dancing. They 
feel good about themselves,” said Robinson. “It 
makes me proud.”

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/60-stories/irene-robinson-could-see-it-clearly/  

Caledonia Glendale and Al Little of NEDC are currentlly 
working on an Indigenous Youth Microfinance project wiht 
PWRDF.

CONNECTS
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w e d n e s d a y,  d e c e m b e r   11
 

Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest.      

 
The writer of the Gospel of Matthew recounts how Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens and I will give you rest.” How do we give expression or reality to 
this? This is how I experienced it in one northwest coast First Nations community:

Our village, 100 kilometres north of Prince Rupert, British Columbia, was accessible only by local 
fishing boat or a daily float plane. If anyone arrived at the dock with boxes of supplies, whoever 
was down at the dock at the time would carry them through the village and up to the house for 
you. Did anyone catch some salmon, crabs or other seafood? Then some would be dropped off 
at your place. Did I need some firewood to keep my house warm? Someone would give me a log 
and saw it up to appropriate lengths for my wood stove. Did someone receive a letter from the 
government that was hard to understand? They would bring it to the Mission House to ask for my 
help.

By helping one another without payment, we expressed our Lord’s bearing our burdens through 
our practical care for each other.

Oh God, whose blessed Son carried our burdens even to death on the cross, grant us 
strength to bear one another’s burdens and so to be like Christ. Amen.

Matthew 11:28

Let us  
Pray
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A Blackfoot reawakening is afoot
Some people are joining cultural and ceremonial 
groups and ensuring the revival of these 
ancestral traditions for, by and with their First 
Nations communities.

The rediscovery is largely attributable to the work 
of the First Nation Adult & Higher Education 
Consortium (FNAHEC), a PWRDF partner since 
2000. FNAHEC brings together 11 Indigenous 
colleges in Alberta to provide post-secondary 
education to youth based on their cultural 
values and visions ensuring the preservation 
of Indigenous language and culture and the 
protection of traditional knowledge for the 
benefit of Indigenous community members.

In 2009 FNAHEC piloted an online First Nations 
study course which includes Cosmology, 
Blackfoot Epistemology and other Blackfoot 
Knowledge. These courses contribute to 
understanding among the Blackfoot people 
of their origins, culture, and language and 
developing positive self-concepts. Blackfoot 
knowledge is not readily available except through 
local oral histories facilitated by instructors who 
are called Knowledge Keepers and ceremonial 
bundle holders. An additional six courses were 
piloted in the 2016-2017 school year. FNAHEC 
has organized agreements to transfer the credits 
earned through these courses to mainstream 
institutions such as Athabasca University and 
the University of Calgary.

Most recently FNAHEC has been developing 
a training program that will enable Indigenous 
people to become more involved in identifying 
and protecting Siksika cultural resources, 
artifacts and historical sites that are being found 
at archeological digs throughout Siksika territory, 
including at the Blackfoot Crossing Historical 
Park.

As a result, FNAHEC has come to be recognized 
by the local community and regional government 
educational authorities as a point of reference 
in terms of Indigenous language, curriculum 
development and traditional knowledge.

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/60-stories/a-blackfoot-reawakening-is-afoot/

CONNECTS
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t h u r s d a y,  d e c e m b e r   12
 

So that all may see and know, all may consider and understand, that the hand of the 
Lord has done this, the Holy One of Israel has created it.     

 
Recently, I heard a comment about Canada Day or Dominion Day being a secular holiday. It is 
a very common understanding in our world that some things are secular and others are sacred. 
Over the past decades it seems more and more are being moved into the category of the secular; 
with nothing, or very little, to do with God. In the 1960s I was asked by the premier of our 
province to give prayers of blessing upon the opening of a new major facility. In the 1980s at the 
opening of another major facility no one was asked to invoke God’s blessing. I was asked to say 
grace at the luncheon beforehand.

In the First Nations village where I lived, it was recognized that God was involved in absolutely 
everything in creation. If someone was building themselves a house, the community gathered 
and the corner post was blessed by the priest before construction was started. When the house 
was completed, again the community was gathered and the finished house was blessed. So it was 
when the sewer system was installed, or a new road was built, or when the concert band acquired 
new uniforms. The prophet Isaiah said, “So that all may see and know, all may consider and 
understand, that the hand of the Lord has done this.” Everything is connected to God.  
That is our faith.

Oh God, our Creator, nothing is outside your gracious care and purview, help us to 
live in and reflect this reality in our daily lives. Amen.

Isaiah 41:20

Let us  
Pray
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Relief funds keep friendship centre open
In July 2018, a lightning storm sparked wildfires 
in British Columbia that led to the evacuation 
of approximately 14,000 people. That included 
all 2,000 residents of 100 Mile House, where 
the Stemete7uw’I Friendship Centre at St. 
Timothy’s Anglican Church offers holistic 
support to all people in a welcoming, safe and 
inclusive environment. This First Nations centre 
is vital to the wellbeing of the surrounding 
community and has made a notable difference 
since opening its doors in 2015.

PWRDF provided relief funding to the centre 
through the Diocese of The Territory of the 
People. Were it not for the generosity of PWRDF 
donors, the centre would have had to close its 
doors.

After the wildfires the monthly dinners hosted 
by the centre doubled in size, largely due to 
the mental, social and emotional trauma that 
the fires caused. These dinners are a great 
stepping stone to get those in need to come 
into the centre during regular weekday hours, 
where the centre is able to facilitate referrals to 
other agencies to get the appropriate support 
for those affected. The dinners also help 
create a sense of hope and support within the 
community, helping to heal after the tragedy.

Before the fires, the centre offered First Nations 
cultural programs such as elder luncheons, 
drum making, baking and music workshops. 
Since the fires, the attendance at these 
programs has been rising. Members of the 

board of directors, as well as the centre’s 
program coordinator, believe this is due to an 
increased need for community support. These 
programs are a great way to keep youth in the 
area engaged during tough times. Since the 
fires, the centre has also received independent 
funding to produce a short documentary.

In a letter to PWRDF, The Rev. Dr. Keith 
Dobyns, a member of the board of directors 
and Rob Deither, the program coordinator 
said, “We are proud of the growth of the centre 
and how we have been able to respond to 
community needs in the wake of last summer’s 
wildfires. It was the emergency funding that 
we received from PWRDF that allowed us to 
continue to grow our program.”

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/relief-funds-keep-b-c-friendship-centre-open-
after-wildfire/  

CONNECTS
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f r i d a y,  d e c e m b e r   13
 

Then God said, “Let us make human-kind in our image, according to our likeness; 
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, the cattle, 
and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 
upon the earth.”  

The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to till it and look 
after it.   

 
As Laurel Dykstra wrote last week, our world is in crisis. Perhaps the greatest one humans have 
ever faced. Our damage to our earthly environment has been such that it is irreversible. It seems 
we have taken one part of the story of creation to heart (Genesis 1:26), “Let us make human-
kind in our image… and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, the 
cattle… and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” And we have neglected another 
part of the account (Genesis 2:15), “The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of 
Eden to till it and look after it.”

First Nations communities have a strong sense of a symbiotic relationship with creation, of being 
a part of creation, not over it or being distinct from the rest of creation. Once, an elder walking 
with his grandson over their traditional land said, “Remember the top two feet of this soil are 
the bones of our ancestors.” First Nations are one with the rest of creation. They care for their 
environment and never take more than they need. The rest of creation is to benefit from their 
care. May we relearn this truth and so be at peace with God’s creation.

Almighty God, as you have entrusted us with responsibility for your creation, grant 
that we may care for it as you care for us. Amen.

Genesis 1:26; 
2:15

Let us  
Pray
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Indigenous and non-Indigenous find common 
ground at Edmonton gathering
“You are your ancestors’ prayers answered.”

That was the message delivered to a group 
of Indigenous and non-Indigenous youth and 
young adults at a reconciliation inspired event 
in the Anglican Diocese of Edmonton on March 
18, 2017.

Young people from a number of cultural 
backgrounds came together in Edmonton’s 
inner city for an event designed to raise up 
the next generation of leaders while centering 
them with spirituality and prayer. PWRDF Youth 
Council members were lucky to participate as 
the event coincided with their spring meeting 
which was in Edmonton.

The event, called Our Common Ground — 
Prayer, began with greetings from Indigenous 
elders, followed by traditional Cree prayers 
expressed through drumming and dancing. 
Participants under 30 were then divided into 
groups to take part in activities that illustrated 
the common ground shared by youth and 
young adults of both Indigenous and non-
Indigenous heritage.

Event facilitators Michelle Nieviadomy and the 
Rev’d Canon Travis Enright led participants 
in sharing circles and games, and ensured 
participants had ample opportunity to get 
to know each other and learn from their 
experiences — both common and diverse.

Attendees over 30 were also gathered together 
and reminded of their special responsibility 
to foster and mentor the next generation of 
leaders, as well as their responsibility to hold up 
young people in prayer. Above all, the activities 
succeeded in highlighting the day’s theme of 
common ground.

 “We are all spiritual people regardless of 
heritage,” said Elsie Paul, an Indigenous elder in 
the Cree community. “We all have something to 
learn from one another.”

The event was the first of four gatherings 
under the umbrella of Moving Forward 2017, 
developed in response to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s Final 
Report. The report challenges the church to 
respond to the shameful heritage of residential 
schools by playing a leading role in fostering 
reconciliation between Indigenous and Settler 
societies.

According to the Moving Forward website, the 
program “aims to unite initiatives of Indigenous 
ministry in the Anglican Diocese of Edmonton, 
the United Church of Canada Edmonton 
Presbytery, Inner City Pastoral Ministry, and 
supportive ecumenical and interfaith partners.”

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/indigenous-and-non-indigenous-find-common-
ground-in-edmonton/  

CONNECTS
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s a t u r d a y,  d e c e m b e r   14
 

Jesus replied, “Elijah is indeed coming and will restore all things; but I tell you 
that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but they did to him 
whatever they pleased.”   

 
I learned something from the First Nations about how we as Christians should (might) make 
decisions that are consistent with our nature as the one Body of Christ. When the Nisga’a gather 
to make decisions about the future everyone who wants to have input is carefully listened to and 
what they have to contribute to the discussion is respected and valued. The discussion is not 
rushed and people are given time to gather their thoughts before speaking.

Originally I may have thought that the contribution of some was irrelevant or wrong and should 
be ignored. I might try to speed up the process and propose a motion. But I would be told we 
were not ready for a motion as everyone’s thoughts had not been heard. If clearly, after everyone 
who wanted to speak on the matter was heard, there was not a decision that all could support, we 
were told that more work and discussion needed to happen before we could move forward. In the 
gospel story of the Transfiguration we read that Jesus says, “Elijah has already come and they did 
not recognize him.” Everyone’s opinion (even if I disagreed with it) was valued and the peace and 
unity of the community (the Body of Christ) maintained. 

Grant, O gracious Lord, that we do not fail to hear God’s voice in those with 
whom we might disagree. Help us to hear the other, so that peace and unity in our 
communities may be realized. Amen.

Matthew 
17:11-12

Let us  
Pray
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Everything we are is in our language
So says Callie Hill, a Tyendinaga First 
Nation member and executive director of 
Tsi Tyonnheht Onkwawenna Language and 
Cultural Centre in Quebec. Language describes 
our understanding of our place in the world and 
our relationship to the created order and to the 
creator, she adds.

Losing language is one of the tragedies of First 
Nations first through colonization and then with 
the residential school system. But a partnership 
between PWRDF and the Kanien’kehá:ka 
Onkwawén:na Raotitióhkwa Language and 
Cultural Center (KORLCC) aims to change that.

Based in Kahnawake, Que., KORLCC uses 
puppets to teach children the Mohawk 
language and culture. The puppets are effective 
at holding the children’s attention, says Marion 
Delaronde (right), the director of Tóta tánon 
Ohkwá:ri (the KORLCC puppet show).

Delaronde, a Mohawk, is also a filmmaker 
and hosts a TV series for kids. “Each episode 
focuses on something in the natural world … 
tells of our relationship with it. The children learn 
to give thanks for that thing,” she says. The 
episodes use mnemonics to teach culture and 
history, such as the 50 chiefs of the Iroquois 
Confederacy, or one word in each of the five 
languages of the confederacy. Other episodes 
teach thankfulness and peacefulness using 
traditional legends like the Corn Husk Doll.

KORLLC’s language revitalization program 
hopes to breathe life into the community’s 
cultural identity, by being one small light in the 
national cultural landscape. Canada was once 
home to more than 70 distinct First Nations 
languages, but now only a handful — such as 
Cree, Ojibway, Oji-Cree and Dene — remain 
strong and viable, according to Statistics 
Canada. Mohawk is one of those aboriginal 
tongues that is under threat of being lost, 
and KORLLC, with PWRDF’s financial help, is 
fighting to keep it alive.

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/60-stories/everything-we-are-is-in-our-language/ 
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ADVENT 3 

Joy & Empowering Women
DR. MARION TAYLOR is a professor of Old Testament and Graduate Director at Wycliffe 
College, University of Toronto. Marion teaches a variety of courses, including Introduction to the 
Old Testament, Jeremiah, Psalms, Old Testament Theology, Reading Scripture through the Ages, 
Bad Boys and Bad Girls in the Bible, the Books of Esther and Ruth and Women Interpreters of 
the Bible. Most recently she has focused on forgotten women interpreters of the Bible. She writes 
about Empowering Women.
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s u n d a y,  d e c e m b e r   15
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom 
abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing… Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the 
wilderness, and streams in the desert…  And the ransomed of the Lord shall return,
and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall 
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  

  

 
Eliza Verney, daughter of British admiral Sir George Johnson Hope and mother of seven, was one 
of many 19th-century Anglican women who wrote Bible commentaries. Her husband dedicated 
her commentary on Isaiah: “To the memory of one who, richly endowed with intellectual gifts, 
devoted them all to the glory of God and the highest welfare of everyone connected to her.”

Isaiah 35:1-10 describes a time when the desert will rejoice, the eyes of the blind will be opened, 
deaf ears unstopped, the broken healed and streams will appear in the desert. Eliza Verney 
described “this beautiful chapter as a summary of all the blessings brought by Christ and His 
salvation.”

Jesus identified himself with this text. When John the Baptist asked: “Are you the one who is to 
come or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered, “the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought 
to them.” (Matthew 11:3,5) Jesus’ response assured John that Jesus was indeed the promised 
Messiah.

Eliza Verney was comforted as she looked forward to the time when God’s children would 
“obtain joy and gladness and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” But as a mother who had just 
experienced the death of one of her children, Verney knew divine comfort could be found even 
“when the troubles of life press heavily upon us and our spirit is well-nigh overwhelmed.”

Throughout Advent, we look back to Isaiah’s promises fulfilled in Jesus and forward with joy and 
expectation to Jesus’ glorious Second Coming. 

During this time of waiting, of “already, but not yet,” let us be reminded that this 
Jesus who brought healing and sight to his followers brings healing and sight to us 
today as we joyfully await his coming, praying, Come Lord Jesus, come. Amen.

Isaiah 35:1-2,  
5-6, 10

Let us  
Pray
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Mozambique clinics restore dignity to women
In October 2018, PWRDF announced it was 
building three Maternal, Newborn and Child 
Health (MNCH) dispensaries in Nampula 
Province, Mozambique with partner EHALE. 
Now with one dispensary open for business, 
mothers and children are getting the health 
care they desperately need.

These dispensaries would not be possible 
without the support of PWRDF’s incredible 
donors. During the 2018 World of Gifts 
campaign seven “Brick and Mortar” donations 
of $7,500 each came in. Combined with a 6:1 
match from the government of Canada, each 
gift resulted in $52,500 toward a dispensary.

Four individuals made brick-and-mortar 
donations as well as three church bodies:
The Anglican Parish of Sunny Brae in Moncton, 
New Brunswick; St. Martin’s Cathedral in 
Gander, Newfoundland and the Diocese of 
Central Newfoundland.

The first dispensary opened in late December 
2018 and has already been successful in 
improving maternal and newborn health in 
Liupo, Nampula Province.

The dispensary provides women with all 
kinds of health care services under one roof. 
Previously, women had to walk between 
various buildings, sometimes far apart and 
in extreme weather, discouraging them from 
seeking health care in the first place.

One patient from the dispensary described 
how the new building has made life easier 

for women in Liupo. “Before the new building 
was built services were received from a very 
small space with no dignity or privacy,” she 
said. “Women were afraid to speak to nurses 
because there was no privacy to answer 
questions, but construction of the new 
dispensary has improved services a lot.”

The dispensaries provide family planning 
consultations, pre and post-natal care for 
women, vaccination services, growth and 
development monitoring for children under five 
and pediatric triage. Every pregnant woman 
and her spouse who come into the clinic 
undergo mandatory screening for HIV and 
AIDS.

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/new-clinic-in-mozambique-restores-dignity-to-
womens-healthcare/
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As a deer longs for flowing streams,
so my soul longs for you, O God.
My soul thirsts for God,
for the living God.
When shall I come and behold the face of God.  

  

 
Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811-1896), the author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, was raised in a home where 
Stowe’s father and brothers were all ministers. She felt that she too was born to be a preacher, but 
like many American women of her day, Harriet Beecher Stowe preached with her pen. She called 
readers to take a stand on social justice issues such as slavery and education and cleverly wove 
sermons and theological debate into her novels and essays.

In Footsteps of the Master (1878) Stowe described how the Old Testament is filled with symbols, 
ceremonies, poetry and prophesies which foster ”an attitude of expectancy towards the future 
Messiah.” She traced this through The Psalms of David, “out of which shine here and there 
glimpses” of the promised Messiah. “The poets and the prophets” were “continually bursting 
forth into distinct predictions.” “As time rolled on, this mingled chant of triumph and of suffering 
swelled clearer and plainer . . . until finally came One who fulfilled them all.”

During this Advent season, may we, with Harriet Beecher Stowe, respond with joy 
and gratitude and recognize that Jesus is indeed the Christ, the Son of God. Amen.

Psalm 42:1-6

Let us  
Pray
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Blessed are the peacemakers
Studies show that peace deals have a 35% 
higher chance of success when women are 
involved. To that end, PWRDF is supporting the 
work of a KAIROS (Canadian Ecumenical Jus-
tice Initiatives) program to facilitate Healing and 
Rebuilding our Community workshops within 
the National Women’s Program in South Sudan. 
PWRDF has invested $20,000 in the program 
because it conducts training very efficiently at 
the community level.

“We are adding value to the project already 
being supported by KAIROS without creating 
another layer of partner management for 
the National Women’s Program,” says Naba 
Gurung, PWRDF’s Humanitarian Response 
Coordinator. PWRDF is a member of KAIROS, 
whose connections to local organizations 
makes it an excellent partner in programming 
and advocacy.

The acute nature of the South Sudan conflict 
necessitated quick action: training community 
activists who already knew the people and 
were able to work within community systems. 
These activists are affiliated with the Justice, 
Peace and Reconciliation Commission (JPRC) 
of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan.

In 2016, PWRDF partnered with the South 
Sudanese diaspora in Canada to support two 
women activists to receive training of trainers 
on Healing and Rebuilding our Community in 
Rwanda. In 2017, PWRDF helped organize two 

community-based HROC workshops in Bor 
with the Winnipeg Women’s Resource Centre 
(WWRCB). About 50 women from Wau in the 
troubled Bahr-el-Ghazal region of western 
South Sudan are currently being trained 
to engage in peacemaking activities. And 
most recently, PWRDF supported six South 
Sudanese social activists to travel to Rwanda 
for the HROC training of trainers (above).

“We’ve seen from other countries that training 
and reenergizing the local peace builders is 
effective,” Gurung adds. “Particularly effective is 
intense training of trainers, a method developed 
by the Quakers who tested and used it in 
Rwanda and Burundi with great success.”

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/60-stories/blessed-are-the-peacemakers/ 

Deborah Awut Mayom, Deng Kon, James Atem Tuor, the 
Rev. Stephen Mayuen Mou, Rina Hamza William, Monica 
Ilario Kaima Urofi
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For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all… while we wait for the 
blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.

  

 
Elizabeth Rundle Charles (1828-1896) was an English author who published over 50 volumes. 
These books included biblical commentary, poetry, Christian devotion and a book that celebrated 
the Christian life in song. Like many Victorian women, Charles preached with her pen as an 
advocate for women’s education, the abolition of slavery, the outlawing of widow burning in India 
and other social justice causes of her day.

The season of Advent brought Charles great joy and she particularly loved St. Ambrose’s fourth-
century Advent hymn, “Veni, Redemptor gentium.”

Redeemer of the nations, come;
Pure offspring of the Virgin’s womb,
Seed of the woman, promised long,
Let ages swell thine Advent song...
  
Thy cradle shines the darkness through,
Illuminating night with luster new,
Which never night shall hide again,
But faith in ceaseless light retain. 

With St. Ambrose and Elizabeth Rundle Charles, today we pray to Jesus to come and 
refresh our hearts and minds with joy as we await his coming in glory. Amen.

Titus 2:11, 13

Let us  
Pray
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Empowering communities to heal
Pam Rogers had a hunch. Refugee camps 
along the Thai-Burmese border were filling with 
displaced Burmese people, and the Toronto-
based addiction counsellor (right) knew that 
was a recipe for substance abuse. Rogers had 
seen the impact of displacement and cultural 
isolation on First Nations communities, so 
wrote to a fellow addiction expert in Thailand 
asking if they needed help. Her friend wrote 
back quickly: “Please come.”

By 2000, after six months of assessing and 
learning and listening, Rogers and local leaders 
founded a recovery program with support 
from PWRDF, the Burma Relief Centre and 
Norwegian Church Aid. By 2005, the group 
was renamed DARE (Drug and Alcohol 
Recovery and Education Network) and now 
operates in five camps as well as in the 
migrant community. In 2015, DARE expanded 
to villages across the border in Karen State, 
Burma.

One such camp is the Mae La Refugee camp. 
It’s the last place you might expect to see a 
game of Ultimate Frisbee, but the sport has 
been a mainstay here for years. The Bangkok 
Soi Dawz Ultimate Frisbee team has adopted 
the camp as their official charity and they 
regularly donate shirts, shoes and other 
equipment, as well as training.

“If you’re angry, you throw a ball. It gets it out of 
you,” says Rogers. The Frisbee program is just 
one of the many wellness initiatives in the camp 
that nurtures teens, in order to prevent the 
addictions that plague so many of the people 

living there. The most common substances 
abused are alcohol, methamphetamine, 
marijuana, opium, tobacco, glue and heroin.

The program has grown and changed over the 
years, but the real change is in the people who 
recover from their addiction. “The people are 
so happy when they recover, they didn’t know 
they could,” says Rogers, adding that many 
people were convinced addiction was a form of 
punishment. According to DARE statistics, the 
program (which is now published in a manual 
in Karen and Burmese languages), has a 61% 
non-relapse rate. Most Western addiction 
recovery programs average 25%. The success 
of the program, says Rogers, is that it is based 
in the communities and run by the people of 
the communities.

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/60-stories/pam-rogers-had-a-hunch/

CONNECTS



44

Joy & Empowering Women

w e d n e s d a y,  d e c e m b e r  18
 

There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 
then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped 
there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to 
praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption 
of Jerusalem.   

  

 
Irish born Margaret Black (1844-c.1907) lived her adult life in Inverness where her husband was 
a minister. Her Women’s Daily Text Book is a collection of short devotions. One of her homilies 
focuses on Anna, the aged widow and prophet who “never left the temple but worshipped there 
with fasting and prayer night and day.”

Black suggests that many who read Anna’s story consider her “A visionary old woman!” Not so! 
she argues. Anna is rather “a noble, patient woman . . . hoping against hope for the coming of 
her King.” The day she saw Jesus in Mary’s arms “she knew Him at once, and spread abroad the 
tidings of His Advent.” Margaret Black held up Anna as a woman who teaches us to pray for  
patience, spiritual insight and zeal. As Black would have us...

“O for some of [Anna’s] patience in waiting for God … ! And O for her quickness to 
perceive the Lord’s coming to us! Not as we had expected, perhaps; not in the way we 
should have chosen: nevertheless, our Saviour and our God come to bless us. And 
may our lips be open to tell of Him . . . for whom we waited.” Amen.

Luke 2: 36-38

Let us  
Pray
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A garden can grow hope
Veliswa Hlekani (right) was diagnosed with 
HIV in 2009, but it wasn’t until 2015 that she 
was sick enough to need antiretroviral (ARV) 
treatment. Sweetness, the community health 
worker in her village began to visit Veliswa 
even more regularly to help her to take her 
medicine properly, ensure she’d eaten well and 
encourage her to be strong.

Sweetness is one of 74 community health 
workers supported by Keiskamma Trust in 47 
villages in the Eastern Cape of South Africa. 
They are the front line of health care and 
support for hundreds of families like Veliswa’s. 
The project is focusing on preventing HIV and 
AIDS and tuberculosis among pregnant women 
in the Ngqushwa district of the Eastern Cape, 
South Africa. It is supported by Global Affairs 
Canada.

Once Veliswa began her ARV regimen, 
Sweetness made sure she received a food 
package from Keiskamma Trust. Without 
enough good, healthy food to eat, ARVs can be 
fatal to someone weakened by HIV and AIDS. 
But with food, the medications work wonders. 
Soon Veliswa was well enough to begin to 
support her daughter and two sons again.

In April 2016, Veliswa was able to start a 
vegetable garden. She learned to grow 
spinach, carrots, beetroot, cabbage and 
onions. The harvest from her first crop will 
feed her family. But Veliswa is looking forward 
to having even more seeds to grow more 
vegetables and expand her garden. This will not 
only feed her family but will provide the family 
with an income.

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/60-stories/a-garden-can-grow-hope/
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In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  

  

 
As we prepare for the coming of the Christ child, our thoughts turn to Luke’s gospel, which 
provides us with a detailed account of Mary’s involvement in Jesus’ birth. Mary, perplexed by the 
angel‘s words, “Greetings favoured one! The Lord is with you,” is reassured, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary; for you have found favour with God.” Gabriel’s answer to Mary’s question, “How can this 
be?” concludes with further assurance that with God, nothing is impossible. Mary responds with 
unquestioning faith: “may it be done to me according to your word.”

In reflecting on the Annunciation, English poet Christina Rossetti (1830-94) described Mary as 
“blessed among women, blessed in believing the sure word of promise . . . blessed in hearing the 
word of God and keeping it, and called blessed by all generations.” 

Let us pray with Christina Rossetti to the One who filled Mary with grace that 
enabled her to obey, worship and adore:
 
“Keep us, Lord, keep us also obedient, humble, retired, holy, pure;
full of service, of submission, of adoration, of love.
Cleanse what we have defiled, replace what we have lost, renew what we have 
destroyed:
bring us all, keep us all, within the pale of obedience, the bands of love, the cords of a 
Man.
 . . . Who being God once died for us, the Man Christ Jesus:
 . . . in Whom we take refuge, Who changeth not,
Who doth earnestly remember us still. ” Amen.

Luke 1: 26-27

Let us  
Pray
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Project puts Burundian women’s  
futures in their own hands
In parts of Burundi, a woman’s sense of 
personaºl accomplishment is tied to the 
number of children she bears. Most women 
hope to have at least eight children. This means 
feeding, clothing and caring for all of these 
children, often on their own.

Alphonsine Akizimana (right) is a beneficiary 
of PWRDF’s All Mothers and Children Count 
(AMCC) project in Burundi and has seven 
children. She most recently gave birth to 
twins. After their birth however, her husband 
abandoned her. Alphonsine now struggles to 
keep herself and her children healthy and relies 
on support from a community health worker 
from PWRDF partner Village Health Works 
(VHW).

Alphonsine’s story is not unlike other women’s 
in Burundi, many of whom struggle to provide 
adequate nutrition and health for multiple 
children without the aid of a husband or 
partner. This is why the AMCC project focuses 
on putting women in control of their own lives.
In her community, Burikukiye Desire has been 
trained as a model farmer. She shares her 
newfound farming expertise with others.

“Previously, I had to sit down and put on paper 
a budget to buy the seeds, and the manure, 
and then I planted these seeds in piles, I did 
not know how to plant by digging furrows and 
in a straight line,” said Desire.

After growing frustrated by small harvests, 
Desire heard about training happening in 
nearby Kigutu and asked her local leader about 
attending. The training, being run by VHW, 
helped increase Desire’s knowledge about 
farming and she was even appointed to be 
a model farmer because of her commitment. 

After a few days of training, the participants 
were given seeds, a watering can, a 
wheelbarrow as well as other farming supplies 
and before she knew it, Desire’s harvests were 
increasing.

“Those cabbages that you see I will harvest 
more than 90 kg, whereas before I did not even 
get 10 kg.”

Thanks to these increased harvests, Burikukiye 
Desire was able to feed her children a balanced 
diet and sell surplus crops for income. The 
additional income allowed her to build her 
family a new home and pay her children’s 
school fees.

“Village Health Works is like a parent who gives 
their children a future without waiting for a 
return,” says Desire. “Now I teach others who 
come to me to ask me advice. Everyone here in 
Mayengo knows me now as a model farmer.”

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/pwrdf-project-puts-burundian-womens-futures-
in-their-own-hands/
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I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God all my life long…
The Lord set the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.
The Lord watches over the strangers;
he upholds the orphan and the widow,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.   

  

 
One of my greatest joys as a researcher was the discovery of commentaries on the entire Bible by 
Sarah Trimmer (1741-1810) and Mary Cornwallis (1758-1836). Both of these English Anglicans 
noted that Psalm 146 anticipates Jesus. Mary Cornwallis writes:

“Verse 7 opens as clear a prophecy of a Saviour, as is to be found in any part of Isaiah; and we 
have only to turn to the Gospels to see the fulfilment. Happy the people of such a God; happy the 
subjects of such a King! Rejoice and sing, and shout aloud.”

Sarah Trimmer also exhorts us to imitate the Psalmist and spend our days “praising and 
glorifying God.” She points out that Psalm 146:10, “The Lord will reign forever, your God, O 
Zion, for all generations,” is “a prophecy which will be fulfilled at the Second Coming of our 
Saviour.”

As we centre our thoughts on the Lord’s coming, may we too sing with joy in praise of 
the long-expected Jesus, the Lord, who will reign forever, Hallelujah. Amen.

Psalm 146: 2, 
7b-9

Let us  
Pray
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Rwandan women learn sustainable farming
For Rwandan farmers no two growing seasons 
are alike, and dealing with unpredictable 
weather can mean a struggle to maintain a 
healthy farm. When crops fail in areas that 
are already impoverished, the results can be 
catastrophic.

Amazina Nyiramaronko (right) is a farmer in the 
Kayonza district of Rwanda where she is the 
caretaker for her five grandchildren who help 
her around the farm, but when crop yields are 
small she struggles to feed her family.

Recognizing Amazina’s need, PWRDF partner 
Partners in Health (PIH) enrolled her in their 
Program on Social and Economic Rights 
(POSER), a food security program that is 
assisting 2,500 families across three districts 
in Rwanda. The program is supported by 
PWRDF’s All Mothers and Children Count 
Program with a 6:1 match from Global Affairs 
Canada.

Since her enrollment in the POSER program 
Amazina and her grandchildren have learned a 
variety of sustainable farming techniques which 
have significantly increased her crop yield year 
after year. Not only has she learned about 
farming she has also learned about dietary 
diversity and the importance of nutrition for 
proper health and growth.

Amazina’s new, larger yields have allowed her 
to increase her household income significantly. 
She has been able to pay for health insurance 
for her grandchildren and has even opened a 
savings account where she saves about $10 
US per month. She’s has also helped improve 

the livelihoods of others in her community by 
hiring neighbours to work on her farm.

With her new income Amazina said she would 
like business skills and to know how to better 
manage her money. In response PIH is helping 
to provide training programs to help POSER 
program beneficiaries to better manage their 
money.

When asked if she would like to say anything 
to Canada Amazina clapped her hands 
enthusiastically and with a big smile said “thank 
you, thank you, thank you!”

“Don’t forget us,” she continued. “I will never 
forget what you have given my family. Please 
pay it forward and continue to help. I request 
you receive blessings from Almighty God.”

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/sustainable-farming-increases-food-security-in-
rwanda//

CONNECTS



50

Joy & Empowering Women

s a t u r d a y,  d e c e m b e r   21
 

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; and 
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if 
we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.    

  

 
Anglican social activist Josephine Butler (1828-1906) was well acquainted with suffering. After 
her five-year-old daughter died, she spent her life advocating for those more broken than herself: 
prostitutes, sex trafficked children, and women who were denied education, property, and voting 
rights. Butler spent hours laying down her burdens before God. She wrote: 

“I often feel as if my heart were breaking . . . I long to have a hundred voices, that with all of them 
I might pray without ceasing that Christ will come quickly, and will deliver forever the poor 
groaning world: the slaves from all their woes . . .and slaves of lust in our own land . . . prisoners, 
captives, and exiles. My heart is bruised and crushed every day, in going its rounds through the 
suffering world.”

May our bruised hearts impel us, like Josephine Butler, to work to alleviate suffering 
and pray with hope that Christ may come quickly to deliver forever our groaning 
world. Amen.

Romans 8:22-25

Let us  
Pray
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From the ground up
It all started with a pair of piglets.

Josephine Kizza Aliddeki (right) and her 
husband John were teachers in Kampala, 
Uganda in the early ‘80s. But teaching didn’t 
pay much, so they decided to improve their lot 
by becoming produce marketers. It was 1984 
and they began by buying cereals, maize and 
beans and selling them at the local markets. 
One year later, to make more money, they 
decided to add value to their products by 
buying a mill and selling ground maize.

Then in August 1985, war broke out. 
Concerned for their parents in their hometown 
of Masaka, about three hours west of Kampala, 
they decided they should travel along the 
highway to check in on them. While they were 
there, the highway bridge (Katonga bridge) 
back to Kampala was bombed and they were 
completely cut off from their home.

“We had no money,” recalls Josephine. “We 
had used it all on our parents.” Kiganda culture 
does not allow daughters-in-law to freely 
share a homestead with fathers-in-law, forcing 
daughters-in-law to live in complete hideouts, 
she explains. 

Josephine finally convinced John to utilize the 
inherited land from his grandfather, which she 
says showed her power as a woman. “This 
was the beginning of our lives together,” says 
Josephine. “We prayed a lot to St. Jude then, 
the patron saint of lost causes.”

Here’s where the piglets come in.

“We decided to start growing some food to 
feed ourselves,” says Josephine. “But our 
crops were not doing well. I got up the courage 
to ask my father-in-law for two piglets from a 

recent litter. I wanted them for their manure.” To 
her astonishment, he gave her the piglets. 

Then in 1992, Josephine heard an ad on the 
radio for an organic farming course in Kampala 
being taught by a woman from the UK. There 
she learned about making compost from animal 
dung, urine and green farm matter. She applied 
the compost to her banana trees and in just 
six weeks, the difference was clear. The yields 
improved tremendously and Josephine began 
sharing what she had learned with others. 
Eager for more manure, they sold the pigs and 
bought a Friesian cow.

By 1997, Josephine’s organization had grown 
into an agricultural school where people could 
learn hands-on techniques. “We registered as 
an NGO and called ourselves St. Jude Family 
Projects in memory of our early days when 
we were a hopeless cause. We added Family 
Projects because when families work together, 
they can change minds.”

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/from-the-ground-up/
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ADVENT 4 

Love & Accompanying Refugees
DR. MARY JO LEDDY is a writer, speaker, theologian and social activist. She is widely 
recognized for her work with refugees at Toronto’s Romero House. In 1973, she was the founding 
editor of the Catholic New Times. She is the author of numerous books, including At the Border 
Called Hope: Where Refugees are Neighbours, Our Friendly Local Terrorist and The Other Face of 
God: When the Stranger Calls Us Home. In 1996 she received the Order of Canada. Mary Jo writes 
about Refugees.
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Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep 
as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord 
to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to 
weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall 
name him Immanuel.”    

  

 
It was an old world, a weary world. It was a world of nightmares and yet a world in which a dream 
had not died. A dream of love and peace, a hope for justice and kindness.

It was a world that had almost forgotten to expect anything or anyone new. It was a world 
governed by the ambition of an empire, the craven patterns of living in a colony of this empire.

And so we, like they so many years ago, follow the predictable paths of apparently normal lives. 
We expect things might get a little worse and sometimes a little better. The numbness of the 
normal.

And yet among us there are those who bear the dream of something new, of the possibility of 
someone new. They bear the memory and hope of birth.

The gospel stories of the birth of Jesus take shape within the suffering of centuries, they are 
written on the winds of memory. They are stories about the small yet persistent possibility of 
something or someone new. They are the dangerous memories of birth and rebirth.

The dream of another way of being is as small and fragile as a baby. The child struggles to be 
born, the parents of this small hope struggle to bring it into the world. A few, those who are poor 
and who have nothing left but hope, recognize hope when they see it. Then as now, those who no 
longer expect anything from the empire are able to recognize hope – and love – when they see it.

This is a time to welcome the possibility of newness in our lives and in our world. It is a season to 
welcome the newcomers, whether they be babies or refugees, who arrive in our old world. They 
burst upon our lives as the promise of another way of being.

O Jesus may we draw near to you in this Advent time so we can learn how to hope 
and to love in small and splendid ways, how to believe that something new is coming 
to birth in our lives and in our world. Amen.

Isaiah 7:10-14

Let us  
Pray
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Accompanying refugees here and abroad 
70.8 million. It’s a staggering number and 
one that keeps growing. In 2018 it was 68.5 
million; a decade ago it was 43.3 million. Never 
in human history have so many people in the 
world been displaced from their homes by 
conflict, climate change, political and other 
forms of persecution and violence.

It is easy to feel overwhelmed by the magnitude 
of the crisis, to want to turn away from the 
images of the migrant caravans at the Mexico/
U.S. border or the vast refugee camps of the 
Middle East and Africa, or the boatloads of 
people adrift in the Mediterranean. But each 
of those 70.8 million people has a name and a 
story, a longing for safety and for home.

At the 2019 PWRDF Refugee Network meeting 
in Victoria, B.C., the Refugee Coordinators 
from the 15 Anglican dioceses that hold 
Private Sponsorship Agreements with the 
Government of Canada, met to network, 
share information and strategize for meetings 
that followed with officials from Immigration, 
Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC). They 
spoke of challenges in the face of increased 
monitoring and quality assurance requirements 
from the government, even as the wave that 
began in 2015 with the Syrian refugee crisis 
continues unabated. But they also spoke about 
being at the airport, together with members 
of sponsoring parishes to welcome refugee 
families to their new home in Canada.

Since its beginnings 60 years ago, PWRDF 
has been among those Anglican development 
and relief agencies seeking to accompany 
and support refugees and internally displaced 
persons (IDPs). That response has taken a 
variety of forms, from emergency shelter and 
food assistance to meet immediate needs, 
as PWRDF has done in Jordan and Lebanon 
with Syrian refugees and in Bangladesh with 

Rohingya refugees from Myanmar, to providing 
training and livelihood supports to those in 
situations of protracted, at times generational, 
displacement such as Kakuma Refugee  
Camp in Kenya, and with Sri Lankan Tamil 
refugees in southern India. Here in Canada, 
PWRDF is a member of the Canadian Council 
for Refugees (CCR) a national network of 
refugee-serving agencies that advocates 
with and on behalf of refugees, in addition 
to bringing together annually, the Anglican 
Sponsorship Agreement Holders (SAHs), also 
known as the PWRDF Refugee Network.

But perhaps most important, is the long-term 
development work that PWRDF carries out 
with partners throughout the world who strive 
to strengthen and uphold resilient communities 
and in so doing, mitigate against those factors 
that create displacement in the first place, be it 
food insecurity caused by climate change, lack 
of adequate health care services or livelihood 
options, or gender-based violence.

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/world-refugee-day-beyond-the-numbers/

Refugee children like this young Rohingya girl attend 
school and some aspire to be teachers.

CONNECTS



56

Love & Accompanying Refugees

m o n d a y,  d e c e m b e r   23
 

And Mary said:
  “My soul magnifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has looked with favour 
on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him,
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones
but has lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and his descendants forever.”    

  

 
Mary sings with joy, with sure and strong faith because she can sense that someone new is taking 
shape within her and within the long hope of the world. She feels the stirrings of a new way of 
being and living. She knows what love feels like even though it is not yet born into this poor and 
weary world.

Today we remember Mary’s way of welcoming someone new into the world. She waited and 
wondered and believed that the simple and apparently normal act of giving birth could also 
give birth to the immense possibility of newness in a sadly predictable world of politics and 
consumption.

Today many Christian groups are gathered in a great desire to welcome newcomers into our lives 
and into our country. Refugees summon us beyond our careful patterns of control and our own 
sadly predictable world of politics and consumption. They invite us to reconsider our way of 
being and who we are as a country. They arrive as an annunciation. They arrive not as a threat but 
as a moment of visitation.

O Spirit who comes to us as Annunciation and Visitation, let us learn what love feels 
like even when it is not yet fully born. Amen.

Luke 1:46-55

Let us  
Pray
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Supporting Sri Lankan refugee return 
In 1983, civil war broke out in Sri Lanka. 
Tamil refugees fled the country in the tens of 
thousands and set up camps in Tamil Nadu, 
India. They soon formed the Organisation 
for Eelam Refugees Rehabilitation (OfERR) 
and were instrumental in creating projects to 
improve conditions in health, education, human 
rights, advocacy and skills training in the 
camps.

In 1984, PWRDF partnered with OfERR. And 
although the civil war ended in May 2009, and 
many refugees have returned to Sri Lanka, 
there are still more than 70,000 Sri Lankans 
living in southern India, spread over 113 
camps. There is much work to do – just trying 
to obtain birth certificates for the 20,000 or 
more children born in the camps is a daunting 
task. But finding birth and marriage certificates 
for the parents who fled with nothing but the 
clothes on their backs adds to the complexity 
of the situation.

PWRDF supports OfERR’s development, relief 
and rehabilitation projects in India, but also 
its programs in Sri Lanka assisting displaced 
people. Working out of offices in Tamil Nadu, 
India and Sri Lanka, OfERR provides education 
for all children, helping to facilitate college and 
university education, health, nutrition, vocational 

training, self-help groups, mental health care, 
counselling, income generation and medical 
services.

OfERR also helps navigate the complex return 
process for refugees. They have worked 
continuously on returning refugees to Sri Lanka, 
coordinating the complex process through 
negotiating with both Indian and Sri Lankan 
governments, acquiring identity documents and 
preparing for the actual trip home.

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/60-stories/from-great-adversity-comes-great-
strength/
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In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you 
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This 
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying,
 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
 and on earth peace among those whom he favours!”     

  

 
It was the shepherds, those of small significance who heard the song of the angels announcing the 
birth of Christ, announcing “Peace on Earth, good will to all.” 

The angels were the messengers of the great promise of peace. At this moment the possibility of 
peace seemed more powerful than all the violence and oppression of the Roman empire.

Now as then, we are flattened by the overwhelming reality of an empire of greed, by the seduction 
of consumerism, by the slow violence of the normal. Many are dispirited by the sad cycles of 
politics and the predictable boundaries of our care. We barely believe in the possibility of the new 
because the old is all too familiar.

Today we tell another story, of a time when the angels sang of peace and hope, a song that 
awakened the long silenced dream of a new way of being. The angels announced that the birth of 
this child was as miraculous as the birth of each new person into the world. As philosopher and 
political theorist Hannah Arendt wrote: “With the birth of each child a whole new world comes 
into being.”

O Spirit of Peace, let us listen to your song and learn how to sing with our lives. Let 
us learn now to bend to the mystery of the child Jesus. Amen.

Luke 2:8-14

Let us  
Pray
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PWRDF donates $95K+ to support Rohingya 
In November 2018, Naba Gurung, PWRDF’s 
Humanitarian Response Coordinator, travelled 
to Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh to visit a Rohingya 
refugee camp where PWRDF is supporting 
programs through the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank and the ACT Alliance. Joelle Kidd wrote 
the following article about his visit. It appeared 
in The Anglican Journal.

Nearly 1 million Rohingya, a Muslim ethnic 
group, are currently in refugee camps in Cox’s 
Bazar, a district of Bangladesh, after fleeing 
violence in Rakhine state in neighbouring 
Myanmar, which a UN official called “a textbook 
example of ethnic cleansing.”

Naba Gurung, PWRDF’s development and 
humanitarian response coordinator, was part 
of a team that visited the camps in November 
for a midpoint assessment of an appeal 
project through ACT Alliance, a humanitarian, 
development and advocacy coalition of 
churches and church-related organizations 
of which PWRDF is a member. PWRDF 
contributed $95,327 to the appeal.

The appeal is funding projects in food security, 
livelihood, shelter, hygiene, psychosocial work, 
and other areas.

One of ACT’s main focuses is gender equality 
and gender-based violence, says Gurung. 
Rohingya refugees have reported instances of 
mass rape and other sexual violence towards 
women by the Myanmar military. There are also 
workshops for boys and men that deal with 
gender-based violence and family structure, 
Gurung says.

In addition, ACT partners have helped to set up 
learning centres for school-age children. “The 
Rohingya girls are trained and employed as 
teachers,” says Gurung. “And the good thing 

is, for these little girls, kids, these teachers are 
their role model.”

Community kitchens have also been set up to 
create space for vulnerable women who may 
lack fuel or cooking utensils to make food and 
socialize. Other food projects include food 
distribution, nutrition education and “micro-
gardens” that can be grown in small spaces 
within the congested camps. Refugees living 
in the camps are not able to work, use the 
official Bangladeshi school curriculum or 
build permanent structures, Gurung says. 
The government of Bangladesh is eager to 
repatriate the Rohingya to Rakhine state.

The massive influx of refugees has been a 
strain on the host community, Gurung notes. 
The need for shelters and firewood caused 
clearance of large swaths of forest, and 
locals have had to deal with increased military 
presence in the area. In response, Gurung 
adds, Bangladesh has requested agencies and 
NGOs working in the area to allocate 25% of 
their budget to programs addressing the needs 
of host communities.

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/pwrdf-rohingya-update/

CONNECTS



60

Love & Accompanying Refugees

w e d n e s d a y,  d e c e m b e r   25
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered… Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 
her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.       

  

 
The Christmas story can be read as a story of welcome. We have read how those who had almost 
nothing but hope were the ones to recognize hope – and love – when it arrived in the shape of a 
small and vulnerable child.

In all the fictions we tell about our world and our lives, this remains a true story. It is those who 
have little left in their lives who know that they need something different to be happy. It is those 
who have learned how ephemeral success is, how a life can be turned upside down by illness or a 
storm or a political crisis, who know that they need more than more of the same. They know that 
they need to be saved.

For many years, refugees have taught me the truth of this Christmas story. They know what it 
means to be treated as insignificant. They know what it means to search for “room at the inn.” 
They know how a life can be turned upside down. Some of these refugees, many of them, have 
realized that they need to be “saved.”

For them being saved means being welcomed in a new place. It means being trusted, not being 
seen as a threat but as a promise of newness.

I have learned that most refugees, who have lived through the nightmares of this world, have 
survived because of a dream of newness, another way of being, that they carried in their souls.

Let us welcome that dream of newness. Let us welcome the newcomers.

O small hope of God, this Christmas day let us learn how to welcome you into our 
lives, into our churches and into our world. Let us find joy and love in welcoming 
your brothers and sisters into our hearts and into our homes. Amen.

Luke 2:1, 4-7

Let us  
Pray
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There’s no place like home 
The Saleam family (right) is all smiles during a 
visit from representatives of St. James Dundas 
and Christ Church Flamborough near Hamilton, 
Ontario. The two churches sponsored the 
family to come to Canada 10 years ago as 
part of PWRDF’s 50th anniversary campaign to 
support 50 sponsorships.

Muhand and Asma are originally from Palestine 
but moved to Iraq during the reign of Saddam 
Hussein. After their home was destroyed in the 
war they were forced to move into a crowded 
refugee camp.

Muhand and his immediate family were 
sponsored by the two parishes in the Diocese 
of Niagara; his parents and two sisters were 
sponsored by a Mennonite Church in Kitchener. 
After arriving in Canada, they all took up 
residence and started a new life in Hamilton.

Parishes and church groups from coast to 
coast took up the opportunity – and challenge 
– to welcome refugees and help them begin 
new lives in Canada.

During the program, then Primate Fred Hiltz 
said that the sponsoring of 50 refugees was 
“one of the exciting aspects of the 50th 
anniversary, and it’s so much in keeping with 

what has been a priority with PWRDF. I think it’s 
going to be one of the lasting legacies of the 
50th.”

Since arriving in Canada the Saleam family 
has been adjusting well. The extended family 
that has also come to Canada has made the 
transition easier, and they are working to get 
more of Asma’s family into Canada.

Muhand has been working with Uber, delivering 
food. The family feels very at home in their new 
life in Canada and is grateful for the opportunity 
they were given.

Read this story online at https://pwrdf.org/60-stories/theres-no-place-like-home/
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