
El Salvador
In 1999, Brenda René Hubbard was a physiotherapist at the 
Rehabilitation Centre in the community of Santa Marta, El Salvador. 
With the support of other staff who worked with people and had 
knowledge of HIV and AIDS, she trained and informed others of the 
risks, prevention techniques and how to challenge the stigma that 
surrounded HIV.

With local youth she founded CoCoSI and today the organization is 
one of the country’s leading human rights defenders. In 2010 CoCoSI 
received a Red Ribbon Award from the United Nations HIV and AIDS 
program recognizing its commitment to HIV and AIDS awareness.

PWRDF supports CoCoSI in its work teaching young people through 
classes, workshops and radio programs about HIV and AIDS, 
inequality, gender-based violence, discrimination, bullying and hate 
crimes against people of non-conforming genders. Team members 
provide transportation and food costs so that everyone can participate. 
They also provide funds to people living with HIV and AIDS to cover 
monthly medical appointments, antiretroviral and other medications and 
make home and hospital visits. PWRDF is proud to support CoCoSI as 
it makes a world of difference in El Salvador.
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