
Canadians Foodgrains Bank
“The happiest day of my life has finally come,” said Lotum Longolio, the 
day her household had an opportunity to have a decent meal. Longolio, 
25, lives with her husband and three children in Eastern Equatoria State 
of South Sudan. “Today, I am overwhelmed with joy at the distribution 
site because it is the first time my household has received food assistance 
since I got married,” she said. 

The distribution site was part of a PWRDF-led relief project that fed 
thousands last fall through our equity in Canadian Foodgrains Bank, a 
4:1 match from Global Affairs Canada, and $100,000 from the United 
Church of Canada towards this project.

PWRDF purchased 200 tonnes of sorghum (to make porridge), 27 
tonnes of beans, 16 tonnes of cooking oil and 4 tonnes of salt. Adventist 
Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) South Sudan distributed the 
food, benefitting almost 9,000 people. 

It is a perfect example of how members of the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank pool our resources to end hunger. Some of the funds come 
through the sale of crops from Canadian farmers. They donate their 
land and time to grow the plants, but use donations from parishes and 
individuals to buy seed, fertilizer and other inputs. Our opportunity to 
give, means Lotum and her family have the opportunity to eat. 
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In the early ’80s, Josephine Kizza Aliddeki and her husband John 
were teachers-turned-produce marketers. When war broke out in 
1985, they were forced to make a new life on land her husband 
inherited. “We decided to start growing some food to feed 
ourselves,” says Josephine. “But our crops were not doing well. I 
asked my father-in-law for two piglets from a recent litter. I wanted 
them for their manure.”  
They kept them for four years, using their manure to improve the 
soil and increase crop yields. Josephine took a course in organic 
farming and learned about making compost from animal dung, urine 
and green farm matter. She applied the compost to her banana trees 
and in just six weeks, the difference was clear. Yields improved 
tremendously and Josephine began sharing what she had learned. 
Eager for more manure, they sold the pigs and bought a Friesian 
cow. One year later, the woman who taught the course visited 
Josephine and was delighted to discover she was not only using the 
techniques she had learned, but teaching others.  
In 1997 Josephine and John founded St. Jude Family Projects, and 
today that organization is a leader in teaching organic farming and 
sustainable agriculture. PWRDF is proud to support St. Jude’s 
programs in reforestation, women’s economic empowerment and 
food security.
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