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My earliest memories of The 
Primate’s World Relief and 

Development Fund go back to 
my childhood at Christ Church in 
Dartmouth, N.S. Our rector, Leonard 
Hatfield, was a great champion of its 
work. Through Lent, he encouraged 
everyone to consider a special gift 
to support this work, including the 
children of the parish. Each of us 
would receive a coin box and we 
were encouraged to put something in 
it every day.  
 On Easter Day in the afternoon, 
there would be a lovely service of 
Lessons and Songs to which everyone 
would bring their special offering. I 
can still see the long line of children, 
a couple of hundred of us winding 
our way down from the Parish Hall 
and into the Church. Most of us were 
shaking our coin boxes and more 
than a few of them burst their seams 
and the coins rolled everywhere! 
Leonard would be at the front of the 
Church just beaming as he received 
our offerings.
 In time, he would ordain me a 
priest. He always reminded the clergy 
of our responsibility to be good 

ambassadors of PWRDF. In parish 
ministry, I always opened that big box 
from Toronto with great anticipation 
of what the theme of that year’s 
PWRDF promotional material would 
be. The one for 1983 was “together 
it’s possible.” I have never forgotten it 
because it speaks to partnership, the 
core principle of how PWRDF goes 
about its work.  
 We work in partnership with 
locally based community initiatives.  
We work in partnership with the 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank. We work 
in partnership with the Government 
of Canada. We work in partnership 
with Action by Churches Together 
(ACT) and with the Anglican Alliance 
of relief and development agencies 
of the member Churches of the 
Anglican Communion. All our work 
is grounded in a shared commitment 
that together it’s possible to birth a 
“truly just, healthy and peaceful world.”
 In my years in episcopal ministry in 
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, 
I was always glad to see extensive 
use of PWRDF materials in parishes 
– bulletin covers and brochures and 
bookmarks, posters and placemats at 
potluck suppers. Many parishes made 
huge efforts to raise awareness of 

PWRDF and to encourage giving.   
 In my years as Primate, I have had 
the privilege of working with three 
fine Executive Directors – Cheryl 
Curtis, Adele Finney and Will Postma 
– and an incredibly competent 
and committed staff. It has been 
an absolute pleasure to work with 
the Board of Directors and see the 
passion of the Youth Council in its 
work of engaging young people in 
PWRDF’s view of a world made new 
in the compassion and justice of God 
for all peoples. 
 It has been wonderful to meet 
diocesan representatives and parish 
representatives all across our 
Church. I say a special thank you to 
them for their very good work as 
spokespersons for PWRDF. 
 In combatting HIV and AIDS, 
advancing food and water security, 
accompanying refugees, enhancing 
maternal, newborn and child health, 
promoting gender equality and 
equity of opportunities for education, 
supporting microfinance projects, 
and defending human rights, PWRDF 
is a valued partner among many in 
achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals set by the United Nations. We 
believe that “together it’s possible.”

In this issue of Under 
the Sun, we celebrate 
the contribution of 
Archbishop Fred Hiltz 
to PWRDF, including 
visiting partners in the 
Solomon Islands (above) 
and Burundi, being the 
face of the Fred Says food 
security campaign and 
being President of the 
Board of Directors.

“TOGETHER IT’S POSSIBLE”

LOOKING BACK WITH THE PRIMATE

By Archbishop Fred Hiltz
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The purpose of the Primate crossing 
the ocean and several time zones 
to visit the Solomon Islands was to 
renew the bonds of cooperation and 
friendship between the Canadian 
and Melanesian Anglican Churches 
through a formal covenant. The 
purpose of the Primate crossing a river 
was to visit the Garanga farm where 
PWRDF supported a project. He took 

it in stride, cheerily 
removed his sandals 
and walked from one 

side to the other with 
a local priest who kindly 

offered a hand.    
 Since the early ’60s when 

the partnership started, both 
churches have provided young, 
unemployed adults practical 
skills and training to find jobs 
or become entrepreneurs. 
This was the case of a 
project implemented with 
the Diocese of Ysabel in 
2015. 
 As a consequence 
of scarce jobs and 

land claims, between 
1998 to 2003 

ethnic tensions unsettled the islanders 
of Guadalcanal and Malaita, leading 
to thousands of displacements and 
hundreds of killings. To aid in recovery, 
a Solomon Islands’ Truth Commission 
was established including the Church 
of Melanesia who has actively 
supported the reconciliation efforts.
 PWRDF provided $23,065 to 
the project and partnered with the 
Church. The goal was to set up a Rural 
Training Centre (RTC) in the District 
of Garanga. Since its establishment, 
the RTC has provided guidance to 
students and local communities and its 

staff work so 
the Centre becomes self-sustainable. 
“This farm is about the land and its 
fruitfulness – up to four crops a year,” 
said Archbishop Fred. “The labourers 
are very faithful as they gather for 
worship every morning before they 
go to work. The support of PWRDF 
is absolutely critical to the ongoing 
life of this project.”        
 As production grows and crops 
mature, the revenue of the farm 
is expected to increase every year 
to become a self-sustainable local 
enterprise. 

Improving health 
in Burundi, brick 
by brick   By Mike Ziemerink

Supporting farmers in 
the Solomon Islands
By Juan Carmilo Suarez Colmenares

During his Primacy, 
Archbishop Fred  
travelled to two 
PWRDF partners. 

Here’s a look back 
at those visits...

Partner: Diocese of Ysabel
Project: sustainable farming training
and rural training centre
Project duration: 2015
Primate’s visit: 2015

Crossing a river on foot didn’t faze Primate Fred. 
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Laying the foundation for better health in Burundi.

When Archbishop Fred Hiltz and 
other members of a PWRDF 
delegation visited the Burundian 
capital of Bujumbura, he laid a 
single clay brick – a symbolic first 
step toward rebuilding a nation 
torn apart by violence.
 After decades of unrest in 
Burundi, the focus shifted from 
peacekeeping to rebuilding and 
PWRDF was there with support 
from the Department of Foreign 
Affairs, Trade and Development 
(now called Global Affairs 
Canada). The project sought to 
improve preventive health and 
food security in Burundi, with a 
focus on women and children. 
 The brick Archbishop Fred 
laid was part of a medical clinic, 
which now includes an HIV 
and AIDS community centre, a 
maternity ward, a day clinic and 
residences for medical staff. 
 The project in Burundi 
required more than just physical 
bricks – PWRDF and the 
Diocese of Bujumbura made 

sure the clinics were equipped 
with the tools necessary to 
provide comprehensive medical 
care and that the clinic staff 
had sufficient training to enact 
real difference in the lives of 
Burundians. 
 In order to ensure those 
who travelled to the newly built 
clinics had access to proper 
healthcare PWRDF worked with 
the Diocese to train community 
health workers, volunteers and 
educators. This training included 
maternal and newborn health 
best practices, hygiene, HIV and 
AIDS prevention and treatment 
and more.  
 The project aimed to reach 
everyone in the community, not 
just those who use the new 
clinics, so village and household 
sessions focussed on nutrition, 
hygiene and sanitation. These 
sessions reached more than 
250,000 community members, 
most of whom were women. 
 Another brick in the building 

of better health and food 
security in Burundi was the 
vaccination of children under 
five. Throughout the project 
more than 25,000 mothers 
participated in a campaign to 
raise awareness for vaccinations, 
resulting in more than 50,000 
children under five being 
vaccinated. 
 Food security was also a 
focus of the project. Smallholder 
farmers learned about 
sustainable farming and the 
use of environmentally friendly 
techniques. Farmers were taught 
to diversify crops with the 
cultivation of soybean, bananas 
and different varieties of rice. 
More than 150 farmers and 
2,150 crop fields were created 
as “model” farms/farmers so that 
they can share what they have 
learned with others. 
 Almost all of the farmers 
who received resources and 
training said their food security 
was improved and the infant 
mortality rate in the community 
dropped from 12% to 0.18% by 
the time the project had finished. 
 It just goes to show progress 
does not happen all at once, it 
happens one brick at a time.
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Partner: Diocese of Bujumbura
Project: maternal, newborn and child health, 
hygiene, HIV and AIDS prevention and treatment
Project duration: 2007-2017
Primate’s visit: 2009



•	 Humanitarian Relief
•	 Medicine
•	 Shelter
•	 In-Canada Emergency 

Response
•	 Food aid 
•	 Food security
•	 Seed banks 
•	 Rice mills 
•	 Coffee farms
•	 Farm tools 
•	 Tractors
•	 Agricultural techniques 
•	 Crop diversification
•	 CFGB 
•	 Grow Hope projects
•	 Goats 
•	 Pigs 
•	 Chickens 
•	 Guinea Fowl 
•	 Rabbits
•	 Clean running water 
•	 Pumps 
•	 Wells  
•	 Purification systems
•	 Accompanying  

refugees
•	 Mangroves 
•	 Dams
•	 Health clinics  
•	 Dispensaries 
•	 Mosquito nets
•	 Bicycle ambulances 
•	 Repair kits
•	 Cellphone lifelines
•	 Expectant Mothers Houses
•	 Solar Suitcases 
•	 Sterile birth kits 
•	 Dopplers
•	 Programs for recovery from 

violent sexual trauma
•	 Radio programs for sexual and 

reproductive health
•	 Gender equality 
•	 Microfinancing

•	 Sewing machines 
•	 Weaving kits
•	 Drug and alcohol recovery 

programs
•	 Suicide prevention initiatives
•	 Mapping the Ground We 

Stand On
•	 Advocacy for human rights
•	 Roundtables
•	 WHO
•	 GAC
•	 MNCH
•	 SHARE
•	 Imagine Canada
•	 ACT Alliance
•	 Anglican Alliance
•	 SDGs
•	 Micah’s Teaching
•	 Jesus’ Gospel
•	 God’s Reign
•	 So much “Under the Sun” 

for which to be “Over 
the Moon” with joy and 
gratitude!

Those five words sum up the main message 
of PWRDF’s three-year food security 
campaign called Fred Says, named for then 
President of the Board, Archbishop of 
Canada, Primate Fred Hiltz. Without food, 
people don’t have good health, can’t learn in 
school or work effectively.
 Passionate about the work of PWRDF, 
Hiltz calls it “one of the best good news 
stories of the Anglican Church of Canada.” 
So when asked to be the face of the 
campaign, he didn’t hesitate to say yes. The 
goal was to move people to understand food 
security as being the availability of food and 
one’s access to it, and the mission of PWRDF 
in ensuring that people and communities 
have enough good, healthy food to eat.
 Through a series of ads called “Fredisms,” 
promotional and educational resources, 
videos highlighting partner stories and 
volunteer engagement, Hiltz’s message 
resounded with the constituency and beyond. 
New Fredisms were promoted every two 
months and linked to a PWRDF project. 
People donated and hosted events to raise 

awareness of the importance of food in the 
lives of every person around the world.
 People were invited to learn more food 
security and the work of PWRDF and its 
partners. For those wanting to “dig deeper”, 
PWRDF developed the Sharing Bread 
Learning Exchange. Partners travelled from 
Bangladesh, Cuba and Tanzani to meet with 
Canadians and learn more about food 
security and farming. From each course 
emerged a trilogy of Sharing Bread resources 
that has been used in many churches and 
communities. PWRDF’s Youth Council also 
developed “Hunger is Not a Game,” an 
education resource for young people.
 From the first Fredism “Have you Eaten 
Today?” to the 5As of Food Security, Fred 
encouraged all of us to learn more about 
those whose lives were affected by a lack of 
good food. 

The videos and other resources are still 
available on our website at 
pwrdf.org/fredsays

It all starts with food…

At the PWRDF 60th anniversary 
dinner in September 2018, the 
Primate offered a rap-style “60 
Things About PWRDF in 60 
Seconds,” adding “You can time 
me!” Can you say them in 60?

Your PWRDF minute...

The Primate actively participated in 
PWRDF’s food security campaign.
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 “together it’s possible”

In 2009, on the occasion of PWRDF’s 50th 
anniversary, an African Partner Roundtable 
was held in Nairobi, Kenya with the Primate, 
members of the Board and volunteers, and 
representatives from our African partners 
at the time. Here follows an excerpt from 
the Primate’s closing address:

 “PWRDF is very committed to the notion of 
partnerships as indicated in our mission.
 … There are indeed wonderful ways to live 
partnerships and PWRDF ensures partnership 
through the staff and even representatives of its 
board composition.  … 
 “In our group this morning we had wonderful 
biblical images of partnership and what I find 
most interesting is St. Paul’s image of Christ in 
1 Corinthians 12. Partnership is about sharing 
in the gospel and needs commitment. It is also 
about good work inspired by God. Essentially, 
partnership is God’s work, we are just agents. I 
take home with me the wonderful images I have 
seen here, of all the happy partners and the 
realized achievements.”

Celebrating African 
partnerships

This health 
clinic in  
Tanzania in 
the Diocese 
of Masasi 
bears this 
plaque 
thanking the 
Primate.
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OR  
c I would like to make a monthly gift of  
$ __________ by credit card (info at left)            

c  I would like to make a monthly gift of  
$ __________ by pre-authorized chequing 
to be withdrawn on

c 1st of month     c 16th of month

Please enclose a personal cheque marked “Void.”

YES! I wAnt tO SuPPORt PwRDF
youR giFt can make a WoRlD oF DiFFeRence. thank you! 
Donations can be made online at pwrdf.org/give-today or by filling out this form and mailing to the address below. 

To learn more about PWRDF, please visit www.pwrdf.org
Like us on Facebook @pwrdfcan

Follow us on Twitter @pwrdf
Follow us on Instagram @justgeneration

Charitable number: 866 434640 RR0001   AJ-June2019

4    PWRDF.ORG              

OR  
To donate by phone, 
please call toll-free at 
1-866-308-7973.  
(Do not leave credit  
card information in a  
voice message.)

 name:  ________________________________________________

 Address:  _______________________________________________

Postal Code:  _______________  Phone:  ____________________

Email address: ________________________________________

I have enclosed a one-time gift of  

 c $40   c $80   c $125   c $500   c other $ _______   

Please make cheque payable to PWRDF or provide credit card information. 

Card #: _______________________________

Expiration Date: _________________________

Signature: ______________________________

Please circle 
credit card 
type:

THANKS TO YOU

PWRDF is A membeR oF

80 Hayden Street, 3rd floor
Toronto, Ontario
Canada, M4Y 3G2

THE PRIMATE’S WORLD RELIEF AND
DEVELOPMENT FUND

LE FONDS DU PRIMAT POUR LE SECOURS
ET LE DÉVELOPPEMENT MONDIAL

The Anglican Church of Canada

AnnuAL GEnERAL MEEtInG
NOTICE is hereby provided of the Annual 
General Meeting of The Primate’s World Relief 
and Development Fund / Le fonds du Primat pour 
le secours et le développement mondial to be 
held on Friday September 27, 2019 at 1 p.m. at 
The Hampton Inn & Suites, 3279 Caroga Drive, 
Mississauga, ON in the Laurier Room.

BY ORDER OF THE PRESIDENT.

The Rev. Margaret Dempster, Secretary

For further information, please contact
Mishael David at 416-924-9199 ext. 256
Email: mdavid@pwrdf.org

The little Sunday 
School that could
Each year St. Agnes’ Sunday 
school in New Bruswick, which 
serves the Parish of Derby and 
Blackville’s three congregations, 
takes on an Advent challenge. 
What started out as the idea 
of buying a few goats from 
PWRDF‘s World of Gifts guide 
turned into the purchase 
of two whole farms and a 
small donation to PWRDF’s 
general funds! With the help 
of parishioners and a good 
marketing strategy, they bought 
the farm(s).

The tipping point
Madison Unrau delivers the local Vernon 
Morning Star newspaper, but thanks 
to her generosity, she’s also delivering 
clean water to communities in Cuba. 
When she saw the PWRDF gift guide 
and brochures at the back of her 
church, All Saints in Vernon, B.C., in the 
Diocese of the Territory of the People, 
she wanted to help. So she decided to 
donate Christmas tips she received from 
the people on her paper route. Her 
initial goal was $75, to buy one water 
purification system for a church in Cuba, 
but once word spread she was able to 
raise $180, enough to buy two systems, 
and a bag of seeds for the All Mothers 
and Children Count program.

Pancake Tuesday
in the Yukon
At this year’s annual Pancake 
Supper, St Paul’s in Dawson City 
raised $470 for PWRDF’s equity 
in the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, 
designated for the Rohingya and 
Yemen Emergency responses. One 
little boy from the church singing 
group could not attend the Pancake 
Supper but wanted to make a 
difference. “The next day at practice 
he gave me $5 to help – really 
touching,” says Betty Davidson, 
PWRDF Diocesan Representative 
for the Diocese of Yukon.

Growing Hope in Rupert’s Land
In the Diocese of Rupert’s Land, parishes are working to 
end hunger with the support of the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank. On Sunday, June 9, 2019, parishioners from several 
Winnipeg and area churches will celebrate Rogation at 
the historic church of St. Luke’s in Pembina Crossing. They 
will bless the land and newly planted seeds, made possible 
through their fundraising and the donation of 15 acres 
by the Rev’d Chris Lea and his family. When the crops 
are harvested and sold in the fall, the proceeds will go 
to PWRDF’s equity in the Foodgrains Bank. Last year, this 
Anglican Grow Hope project raised $14,588. With a 4:1 
match from the Government of Canada, the donation grew 
to more than $72,000 for emergency relief programs.

Digging 
Deep
On Saturday, April 6, 2019, 
60 clergy and lay people 
gathered at St. Mary’s, 
Kerrisdale in the Diocese 
of New Westminster, 
B.C., for a dinner in 
honour of PWRDF’s 60th 
Anniversary. Responding to 
the invitation of PWRDF 
diocesan representative, 
Peter Goodwin, Executive 
Director Will Postma 
attended, with giant golden 
6-0 balloons in hand. 
After all donations came 
in, $2,520 was raised for 
PWRDF’s shallow wells 
project in Kenya. 

ANGLICAN PARISHES ACROSS CANADA 
ARE GETTING INVOLVED WITH PWRDF – 
AND MAKING A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE!

LOOKING BACK WITH THE PRIMATE


