
INDIGENOUS MIDWIVES
The Indigenous Midwifery Project is a community development 
project that brings PWRDF partners Chirapaq from Peru and 
Kinal Antzetik from Mexico together with Ryerson University 
Aboriginal Initiatives in Toronto to articulate the value of 
Indigenous midwifery in Indigenous communities and create 
tools that support the apprenticeship of new Indigenous 
midwives in Peru, Mexico and Canada while advocating for 
recognition of the skills and practice of Indigenous midwives.

The project aims to promote:

• Dialogue on maternal health and the role of Indigenous 
midwives 

• The exchange of experiences and shared learnings between 
countries in the Americas

Indigenous midwives define themselves as “protectors of space, 
of families, of culture, of the next generation”.  They preserve 
the cultural ceremonies and practices of Indigenous cultures 
and see culture as a protective element of health and a tool to 
create better health outcomes in their communities.  

As Mexican Indigenous midwives state: 

“Being a midwife is to be a woman who gives life to another 
woman who is giving life.”

The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund is the official development and relief agency of the Anglican Church of 
Canada. Staff work with church-based and secular partners around the world, including Canada, to respond to humanitarian crises, carry out long-
term community development and to engage in education and advocacy. 
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LET THERE BE LIGHT  
AND COLD
The kerosene lamp has been relied 
on for pregnant women delivering 
in rural health facilities in Tanzania 
including Ngapa, one of 73 villages 
supported by PWRDF’s AMCC 
project. When solar panels were installed, they eliminated the 
need for expensive kerosene and for purchasing gas to run a 
refrigerator for vaccines. 

“Before solar power, it was difficult to take up critical cases and 
deliveries at our clinic, especially at night,” says nurse and midwife 
Nortburda Mbilinyi. “We were forced to make many referrals even 
for minor cases and accompaniment to patients including pregnant 
women, mothers and children under five to other health centres”. 

EDUCATING MEN IN PRENATAL CARE
At the Muungagno health centre the arrival of a new nurse 
midwife who provides health services and high quality care from 
a pregnant woman’s first antenatal visit through to her child’s vac-
cinations and beyond has changed everything. Community Health 
Workers, SMPs, gender promoters and nutrition promoters 
organized education sessions for men and women on MNCH, 
the importance of accompanying pregnant women to the health 
facility and the new established approach for both partners to 
attend the first antenatal clinic visit. 

“I’m happy that AMCC has been my eye-opener and I will continue 
accompanying my wife when she is pregnant. I will also educate 
other men to be supportive to their wives and partners and willingly 
make accompaniment to them for clinic services and for the health 
of a mother and a child to come,” said Abdallah, accompanying his 
wife Sofia.

Thanks to the AMCC project, funded by PWRDF 
donors and Global Affairs Canada, a borehole well was 
built in Mindu village, Diocese of Masasi, changing the 
lives of all who live there. Children are no longer late 
for school, long distances to get water no longer exist 
and villagers have access to safe water year-round, 
curtailing the outbreaks of waterborne diseases. 
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MNCH Guiding Principles  
IN BRIEF

1. Health equity

2. Sexual and reproductive rights

3. Continuum of health care connecting  
 the whole community

4. Elimination of violence against women  
 and children

5. Participatory research

6. Innovation to connect with the most  
 hard-to-reach

The Primate’s World Relief 
and Development Fund 
(PWRDF) has a long history of working on 
maternal, newborn and child health (MNCH). As 
part of PWRDF’s development initiatives, MNCH 
remains embedded as part of all of PWRDF’s 
development programs.

 

ALL MOTHERS AND CHILDREN  
COUNT PROGRAM

AMCC is a comprehensive health, food security 
and nutrition program in rural Tanzania, Rwanda, 
Burundi and Mozambique. The four-year initiative 
is financed by PWRDF and Global Affairs Canada. 
It began in March 2016 and is implemented in 
Burundi by Village Health Works, in Mozambique 
by EHALE (Association of Health), in Rwanda 
by Partners In Health, and in Tanzania by the Diocese 
of Masasi of the Anglican Church of Tanzania.

The AMCC Project was designed by PWRDF 
and partner organizations in consultation with 
beneficiaries and community leaders. It aligns with 
the strategic plan and health targets identified by 
the respective governments (Burundi, Mozambique, 

PWRDF is a member of    2019

Rwanda and Tanzania), and was approved by the 
local health authorities in the project catchment 
areas. The project builds and expands on the 
best practices and lessons learned from PWRDF’s 
implementation of past and current MNCH projects.  
The project contributes to SDGs #3, #5 and #6. 

PWRDF’s All Mothers and Children Count program 
seeks to reduce illness and death among women of 
reproductive age, newborns and children of both 
sexes under the age of five in rural villages.

4 Countries:

• Burundi
• Mozambique
• Rwanda
• Tanzania

Target Group:

• Women of reproductive age including  
adolescents and pregnant women

• Newborns and children under 5
• Families
• Health practitioners 
• Traditional leaders
•  Religious  leaders  

Ensure availability  
and sustainable  

management of water 
and sanitation 

for all.

Achieve gender  
equality and empower 

all women and girls.

Ensure healthy lives  
and promote 

 well-being for  
all ages.




