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Introduction:
Partners Together on a Journey
The Primate’s World Relief Fund (as it was first named) came into existence
as a result of the Springhill Mine Disaster of 1958. On October 23 of that
year, in Springhill, Nova Scotia, an underground “bump” in a coalmine
trapped 174 men 4,000 feet underground. Seventy-five of the miners
perished. The tragedy moved Anglicans and other Canadians to respond
with assistance for the stricken families and community.
This worship resource is an opportunity to reflect on the 60 years of a
journey that Anglicans have undertaken in partnership with communities in
Canada and throughout the world through The Primate’s World Relief and
Development Fund (PWRDF). It is also an opportunity to hold up before
God in worship our present and future journey together as, in the words
of our vision statement, we seek to build “a truly just, peaceful and healthy
world”.
The great American writer and farmer, Wendell Berry, describes the journey
we all take on this “fragile earth, our island home” in the following way:
We travelers, walking to the sun, can’t see
Ahead, but looking back the very light
That blinded us shows us the way we came,
Along which blessings now appear, risen
As from sightlessness to sight, and we,
By blessing brightly lit, keep going toward
That blessed light that yet to us is dark.i
PWRDF invites you to celebrate 60 years of blessings and to continue
walking together with PWRDF partners and volunteers along the brightly lit
path toward the next 60.
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Using this Resource
Tell us about your PWRDF
Sunday! An evaluation/
feedback form is provided
at the end of the resource
and we would appreciate
hearing from you. Responses
to the evaluation questions
provided can be sent
to Suzanne Rumsey
srumsey@pwrdf.org and
if you have any questions,
please contact Suzanne
Rumsey.

As I was compiling the elements for this worship resource, I came upon
three helpful descriptions of liturgy: the work of the people, a sacred drama
of the human encounter with God in the midst of community and an
incarnational public theology.
It struck me that similarly PWRDF is an important part of the work of the
people of the Anglican Church of Canada. It offers Canadian Anglicans
and others an opportunity to enter into “a sacred drama of the human
encounter with God in the midst of community” as we journey with and
support development partners and the communities they serve. And it
enables us to carry out “incarnational public theology” through education
and advocacy initiatives in Canada and internationally.
Therefore this worship resource brings together the work of PWRDF and the
work of liturgy.
Two orders of worship are offered, one a Holy Eucharist and the other A
Service of the Word. Each of these orders of worship can be used in whole
or in part. Also provided is a series of appendices offering options for
collects and the Lord’s Prayer, PWRDF stories and a sample sermon. We
invite you to choose hymns appropriate to your congregational tradition
and needs.
While this resource has been prepared as part of PWRDF’s 60th anniversary
celebrations, it is designed for use both during and beyond our 60th
anniversary year. Please consider using it:
•
•

During International Development Week (February 4-9, 2019), either
on the Sunday beginning the week (Febuary 3) or the Sunday ending it
(February 10)
During a “PWRDF Sunday” that your parish designates in 2019 and on
an annual basis beyond 2019.

Please consider using your PWRDF Sunday as an opportunity to take up
a special offering for PWRDF. An order form for donation envelopes and
other resources featuring the work of PWRDF is available here: https://
pwrdf.org/getinvolved/resources/ or contact Eric Wallin at 416-921-7204
ext. 228 or 1-800-296-6813
Finally, the fine print… much of the written text for these services is taken
from The Book of Alternative Services and Three Supplementary Eucharistic
Prayers for The Book of Alternative Services and Two Services of the Word
of the Anglican Church of Canada. Please note the copyright notice to be
reproduced with regards to liturgical texts: Some rights reserve (CCBY-NC-ND)
by PWRDF. Please credit when using.
In peace,
Suzanne Rumsey
PWRDF Public Engagement Coordinator
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A Holy Eucharist
The Gathering of the Community
Opening Hymn

A Holy Eucharist

(according to parish tradition)

celebrating 60 years of
People, Progress and Partners

All stand. The presiding celebrant greets the community.
Celebrant:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
		
and the love of God,
		
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
		be with you all.
People:		
And also with you.
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A PDF of this Order
of Service can be
downloaded at
pwrdf.org/
PWRDFSunday.

Or from Easter Day through the Day of Pentecost.
Celebrant:
People:		

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Celebrant:
People:

May his grace and peace be with you.
May he fill our hearts with joy.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant:
People:

Almighty God,
From whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed:
kindle, we pray, in the hearts of all, the true love of
peace and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom
those who take counsel for the nations of the earth that in
tranquility your kingdom may go forward, till the earth be
filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word

The Collect for the Peace
of the World is taken from
“Common Worship” as
reprinted in the 2012
PWRDF Youth Council
Advent Resource, “Living
Justice - While We Wait”.
Alternatively, collects for
the natural seasons of
Spring, Summer, Autumn
and Winter can be found in
Appendix I.

The Readings
The following readings are offered as suggestions only. They form the basis for the
sample sermon found in Appendix III. Alternatively, worship leaders may wish to choose
from the lectionary readings appointed for the Sunday that the service is taking place.
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Writing from exile in
Babylon to both exiles and
those still in Jerusalem,
Ezekiel uses highly
sophisticated imagery and
metaphor to address both
Israel’s outer reality of exile
and inner life — Israel’s
relationship with God. The
prophet’s vision of the Valley
of the Dry Bones emerged
out of this context and
tradition. In the reading, the
breath of life for the people
of Israel will be breathed
into them as God breathed
life and spirit into the first
human beings in Genesis.

A Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures
Ezekiel 37:1-14 = The Valley of Dry Bones
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He
led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they
were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live”? I answered, “O
Lord God, you know”. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say
to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to
these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am
the Lord”.
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its
bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then
he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the
breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath,
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live”. I prophesied as he
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood
on their feet, a vast multitude.
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely’. Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God:
I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and
I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have
spoken and will act, says the Lord”.
Reader:		
People:
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Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

A Reading from the Psalms (to be read responsively or sung)
Psalm 23 – The Divine Shepherd
The Lord is my Shepherd, I have all I need,  
She makes me lie down in green meadows,  
Beside the still waters, She will lead.  
She restores my soul, She rights my wrongs,  
She leads me in a path of good things,  
And fills my heart with songs.   
Even though I walk,
through a dark and dreary land,  
There is nothing that can shake me,  
She has said She won’t forsake me,  
I’m in her hand.   
She sets a table before me,
in the presence of my foes,  
She anoints my head with oil,  
And my cup overflows.
Surely, surely goodness and kindness will follow me,  
All the days of my life,  
And I will live in her house,  
Forever, forever and ever.   
Glory be to our Mother, and Daughter,  
And to the Holy of Holies,  
As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,  
World, without end. Amen.
A Reading from the stories of PWRDF partners
Please choose a story from Appendix II — PWRDF Stories.
Reader:		
People:

In celebration of the
Maternal, Newborn and
Child Health programs
of various partners (see
PWRDF story, “A little
training goes a long way”
in Appendix II), the
congregation is invited to
read responsively or sing
Psalm 23. The setting for
The Twenty-Third Psalm –
This Divine Shepherd (also
found in Appendix I), is by
African-American composer,
conductor and musician
Bobby McFerrin. He
dedicated it to his mother:
“She was the driving force
in my religious and spiritual
education, and I have so
many memories of her
singing in church… I realized
one of the ways we’re shown
a glimpse of how God loves
us is through our mothers.
They cherish our spirits, they
demand that we become our
best selves, and they take
care of us.ii For the musical
setting or the NRSV wording
of the Psalm, please see
Appendix I.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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Gradual Hymn

(according to parish tradition)
All stand for the Gospel.
Reader:
People:		
Reader:		
People:		

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Life-giving Jesus Christ

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew
Matthew 25:31-46 = The Judgement of the Nations
Matthew’s “Judgement
of the Nations” presents
a rather black and white
picture of what it means to
follow Jesus. It comes
near the end of a gospel
narrative that portrays a
humble and compassionate
Messiah. Thus it challenges
us who profess to be
followers of Christ –
Christians – to follow the
example he set for us here
on Earth as the means to
attaining “eternal life”.

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him,
then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered
before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right
hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was
a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I
was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me’. Then
the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when
was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave
you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited
you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one
of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me’. Then
he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I
was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give
me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me’. Then they also will
answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these,
you did not do it to me’. And these will go away into eternal punishment, but
the righteous into eternal life.
Reader:		
People:
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The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Life-giving Jesus Christ.

Response to the Word
A sample sermon in response to the readings and focused on the work and witness of
PWRDF is offered as Appendix III. The worship leader may wish to write his or her own
sermon or make use of the other PWRDF stories found in Appendix II.

Affirmation of Faith
Either the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed may be used, or the following Profession of Faith:
Celebrant:
All:

Let us confess our faith as we say,
We are not alone; we live in God’s world. We believe in
God: who has created and is creating, who works in others
and us through the Spirit. We trust in the Creator. We
are called to be, to celebrate God’s presence, to live with
respect in creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice
and to resist injustice, to seek out models for hope and
peace. In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone.iii

Prayers of the People
This, or another litany appropriate to the worshipping community, may be used.
Reader:
Response:
Reader:

Response:
Reader:

Response:

Remembering those who have gone before us, in hope for
our future, and in solidarity with our sisters and brothers
around the world, let us pray to God saying,
O God, our strength and our redeemer.
We pray for the church of Christ throughout the world. We
pray especially today for (here are named those for whom prayers
are offered in the worldwide Anglican Communion and the National,
Diocesan and Indigenous cycles of prayer, according to the custom
of the parish). We give thanks that together we worship God
and seek in our lives to follow Jesus Christ
O God, our strength and our redeemer.
We pray for the leaders of the church, for N, Primate of
Canada, for N our bishop, and for all bishops, priests,
deacons and lay leaders, that God’s power working through
them will reach out to the impoverished, the vulnerable and
all those at the margins of society
O God, our strength and our redeemer.
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Reader:

Response:
Reader:

Response:
Reader:

Response:
Reader:

Response:
Reader:

Response:
Reader:

10 • Partners Together on a Journey

We pray for those whom we know are sick in body, mind or
spirit, remembering especially…NN. We pray for those who
are health care professionals and those who offer ministries
of healing. Together with them, may we be instruments of
God’s healing love and compassion in the world.
O God, our strength and our redeemer.
We pray for the staff and volunteers of The Primate’s
World Relief and Development Fund, giving thanks for their
leadership, compassion and vision through six decades of
ministry. May their work for the reign of God inspire us all
to reach out and accompany those in need.
O God, our strength and our redeemer.
We pray for the partners with whom PWRDF works around
the world. We pray for the communities they accompany.
We give thanks for their work and witness, for their courage
to face the many challenges that confront them, for all that
they offer and teach us. We pray for our continuing journey
together, that God will hold us as we hold one another.
O God, our strength and our redeemer.
We pray for those who have gone before us, for those who
have died and are now at rest, for NN… We give thanks to
those both close to us, and unknown to us, whose lives have
been a testimony of Christ’s love and peace in the world.
We pray that their example and their work will continue to
be of benefit to the world.
O God, our strength and our redeemer.
We pray for the political leadership of our country, for the
leaders of all nations and those whose decisions affect
our lives and the lives of all citizens. We pray that God will
inspire their work with a vision of justice and peace for all
people.
O God, our strength and our redeemer.
Through your Son, Jesus the Messiah, you have shown us
that…the grace of your good news is the path that leads to
eternal life: Fill us with the power of your Spirit, that we may
live with faithful courage, sharing in your sufferings so that
we may share in your resurrection through Jesus Christ our
Saviour.iv Amen.

Confession and Absolution

The celebrant invites the community to confession in these or similar words.
Celebrant:

Dear friends in Christ,
As we hear the stories of our sisters and brothers around
the world, we become aware of their need,
of our complicity in accepting and maintaining unjust
economic and social structures, of the blindness of privilege
in this world. God is a God of generous love for us, of
infinite mercy, who welcomes all sinners to this holy table.
Let us confess our sins to almighty God.

Silence
Celebrant:
People:

Most merciful God,
We confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

An alternate prayer of confession can be found at Appendix I.
Celebrant:

People:

Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Peace

All stand and the presiding celebrant addresses the people.
People:

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

The members of the community, ministers and people, may greet one another in the
name of the Lord.

pwrdf.org/PWRDFSunday • 11

The Celebration of the Eucharist
The Preparation of the Gifts
Consider using a variety of “breads” symbolizing various regions of the world, for
example a home baked loaf, naan, corn tortilla (a gluten-free option), Middle Eastern
flat bread, injera, etc. Representatives of the people may present the gifts of bread and
wine for the Eucharist (with money and other gifts for the needs and responsibilities of
the Church) to the deacon or celebrant before the altar.

Offertory Hymn

(according to parish tradition)
It is appropriate that a
collection for the work of
The Primate’s World Relief
and Development Fund be
taken at this time. PWRDF
donation envelopes are
available at pwrdf.org/
resources for this purpose.

The Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant:

People:

God of honey and harvest,
Of grain and grape
Of ocean and orchard:
This harvest time
May we both praise and pray;
Praise you for the abundance
And pray that this harvest is not just shared
But shared justly.v
Amen.

Supplementary Eucharistic Prayer 2 (S2)vi
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
(or May God be with you.)
And also with you.

Celebrant:
People:

Lift up our hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
(or We lift them up to God.)

Celebrant:

Let us give thanks to the
Lord our God.
(or Let us give thanks to God
our Creator.)
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
(or It is right to offer thanks and praise.)

People:
Celebrant:
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Eternal God, Source of all being,
we give you thanks and praise
for your faithful love.

People:

Celebrant:

People:
Celebrant:

You call us into friendship
with you and one another
to be your holy people,
a sign of your presence in the world.
When those we trust betray us,
unfailingly you remain with us.
When we injure others,
you confront us in your love
and call us to the paths of righteousness.
You stand with the weak,
and those, broken and alone,
whom you have always welcomed home,
making the first last, and the last first.
Therefore we raise our voices
with angels and archangels,
forever praising you and saying (singing):
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed are you, O Holy One:
When Hagar was driven into the wilderness
you followed her and gave her hope.
When Joseph was sold into bondage,
you turned malice to your people’s good.
When you called Israel out of slavery,
you brought them through the wilderness
into the promised land.
When your people were taken into exile
you wept with them by the river of Babylon
and carried them home.
Restore us, O God, let your face shine!
At the right time you sent your Anointed One
to stand with the poor,
the outcast and the oppressed.
Jesus touched lepers, and the sick, and healed them.
He accepted water from a woman of Samaria
and offered her the water of new life.
Christ knew the desolation of the cross
and opened the way for all humanity
into the redemption of your reconciling love.
On the night he was betrayed,
Jesus, at supper with his friends,
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People:

Celebrant:

People:
Celebrant:

People:
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took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread,
gave it to them, and said, “Take and eat:
this is my body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me”.
After supper he took the cup of wine,
and when he had given thanks,
He gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you:
this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me”.
Loving and Holy One
recalling Christ’s death and resurrection,
we offer you these gifts,
longing for the bread of tomorrow
and the wine of the age to come.
Therefore we proclaim our hope.
Dying you destroyed our death,
Rising you restored our life.
Lord Jesus, come in glory.
Pour out your Spirit on these gifts
that through them you may sustain us
in our hunger for your peace.
We hold before you
all whose lives are marked by suffering,
our sisters and brothers.
When we are broken and cast aside,
embrace us in your love.
Restore us, O God, let your face shine!
Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ
In the unity of the Holy Spirit,
All honour and glory are yours,
O Source of all life,
Now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant:
People:

As our Saviour taught us,
let us pray,
Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
On Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
As we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
And deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
And the glory are yours,
Now and for ever. Amen.

Two versions are offered.
A third, from the New
Zealand Book of Prayer, is
offered in Appendix I.

Or
Celebrant:
People:

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on Earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Silence
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The Breaking of the Bread
The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread for distribution and may say the following:
Celebrant:

People:

Creator of all,
you gave us golden fields of wheat,
whose many grains we have gathered
and made into this one bread.
So may your Church be gathered
from the ends of the earth
into your kingdom.

Or
Celebrant:
People:

These gifts shall be for us
the body and blood of Christ,
Our witness against hunger,
our cry against injustice,
and our hope for a world
where God is fully known
and every child is fed.
Thanks be to God.vii

The Communion
The celebrant invites the people to share in communion and may say:
People:

The gifts of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

The celebrant and people then receive communion. The sacrament is given with the
following words:
The body of Christ (given for you).
The blood of Christ (shed for you).
Or

The body of Christ, the bread of heaven.
The blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.

The communicant responds each time: Amen.
During the breaking of the bread and communion, psalms, hymns and anthems may be
sung.
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Prayer after Communion
Celebrant:

People:
Celebrant:
People:

Let us pray.
Giver of all life,
we praise you for all the gifts you give to your children.
Give us the grace to minister to one another in reverence
for all human life, relieving the burdens of impoverishment,
hunger, injustice and fear that your people of all languages,
races and nations, may come to your eternal kingdom
where there is peace and plenty for all; in the name of Christ
Jesus our Lord.
Amen.
Glory to God
Whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Dismissal
Deacon
or Celebrant:
People:

Go forth from this place filled with love and committed to
justice; guided by God’s pure and peaceable wisdom.
(During Eastertide, the Deacon adds “alleluia, alleluia”).
Thanks be to God!
(During Eastertide, the people add “alleluia, alleluia”).
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A Service of the Wordviii
All Stand.
Officiant:

A Service of the Word
celebrating 60 years of
People, Partners & Progress

People:
pwrdf.org/PWRDFSunday • 1

Officiant:

A PDF of this Order
of Service can be
found at pwrdf.org/
PWRDFSunday.

People:
Officiant:

People:

Offiiciant:

People:
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The grace of our Redeemer
Jesus Christ
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
We thank you, O God, that you have again brought us
together on the Lord’s Day to praise you for your goodness
and your blessing, and to celebrate the work of The
Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund. Give us
grace to see your hand in the week that is past, and your
purpose in the week to come; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Dear friends in Christ,
as we turn our hearts and minds
to worship almighty God,
let us confess our sins.
Most merciful God,
We confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.
Merciful God,
grant to your faithful people pardon and peace,
that we may be cleansed from all our sins
and serve you with a quiet mind;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The peace is exchanged in the name of Christ.
A hymn may be sung according to parish tradition.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant:
People:

Almighty God,
From whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed:
kindle, we pray, in the hearts of all, the true love of peace
and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom
those who take counsel for the nations of the earth
that in tranquility your kingdom may go forward,
till the earth be filled with the knowledge of your love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word

The Collect for the Peace
of the World is taken from
“Common Worship” as
reprinted in the 2012
PWRDF Youth Council
Advent Resource, “Living
Justice - While We Wait.”
Alternatively, collects for
the natural seasons of
Spring, Summer, Autumn
and Winter can be found in
Appendix I.

The Readings
The following readings are offered as suggestions only. They form the basis for the
sample sermon found in Appendix III. Alternatively, the worship leaders may wish to
choose from the lectionary readings appointed for the Sunday that the service is taking
place.
A Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures
Ezekiel 37:1-14 = The Valley of Dry Bones
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He
led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they
were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live”? I answered, “O
Lord God, you know”. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say
to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to
these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am
the Lord”.
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its
bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then
he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the
breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath,
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live”. I prophesied as he

Writing from exile in
Babylon to both exiles and
those still in Jerusalem,
Ezekiel uses highly
sophisticated imagery and
metaphor to address both
Israel’s outer reality of exile
and inner life — Israel’s
relationship with God. The
prophet’s vision of the Valley
of the Dry Bones emerged
out of this context and
tradition. In the reading, the
breath of life for the people
of Israel will be breathed
into them as God breathed
life and spirit into the first
human beings in Genesis.
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commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood
on their feet, a vast multitude.
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely’. Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God:
I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and
I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have
spoken and will act, says the Lord”.

In celebration of the
Maternal, Newborn and
Child Health programs
of various partners (see
PWRDF story, “A little
training goes a long way”
in Appendix II), the
congregation is invited to
read responsively or sing
Psalm 23. The setting for
The Twenty-Third Psalm –
This Divine Shepherd (also
found in Appendix I), is by
African-American composer,
conductor and musician
Bobby McFerrin. He
dedicated it to his mother:
“She was the driving force
in my religious and spiritual
education, and I have so
many memories of her
singing in church… I realized
one of the ways we’re shown
a glimpse of how God loves
us is through our mothers.
They cherish our spirits, they
demand that we become our
best selves, and they take
care of us.ii For the musical
setting or the NRSV wording
of the Psalm, please see
Appendix I.

Reader:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

A Reading from the Psalms
Psalm 23 – The Divine Shepherd
The Lord is my Shepherd, I have all I need,  
She makes me lie down in green meadows,  
Beside the still waters, She will lead.  
She restores my soul, She rights my wrongs,  
She leads me in a path of good things,  
And fills my heart with songs.   
Even though I walk,
through a dark and dreary land,  
There is nothing that can shake me,  
She has said She won’t forsake me,  
I’m in her hand.   
She sets a table before me,
in the presence of my foes,  
She anoints my head with oil,  
And my cup overflows.   
Surely, surely goodness and kindness will follow me,  
All the days of my life,  
And I will live in her house,  
Forever, forever and ever.   
Glory be to our Mother, and Daughter,  
And to the Holy of Holies,  
As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,  
World, without end. Amen.
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A Reading from the stories of PWRDF partners
Please choose a story from Appendix II — PWRDF Stories
Reader:		
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

All stand for the Gospel.
Reader:
The Lord be with you.
People:		
And also with you.
Reader:		
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 		
		Matthew.
People:		
Glory to you, Life-giving Jesus Christ
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew
Matthew 25:31-46 = The Judgement of the Nations
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him,
then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered
before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right
hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was
a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing,
I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me’.
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and
gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison
and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as
you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family,
you did it to me’. Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and
his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you
gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not
visit me’. Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not
take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me’. And these
will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life”.
Reader:
People:

Matthew’s “Judgement
of the Nations” presents
a rather black and white
picture of what it means to
follow Jesus. It comes
near the end of a gospel
narrative that portrays a
humble and compassionate
Messiah. Thus it challenges
us who profess to be
followers of Christ –
Christians – to follow the
example he set for us here
on Earth as the means to
attaining “eternal life”.

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Life-giving Jesus Christ.
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Response to the Word
A sample sermon in response to the readings and focused on the work and witness of
PWRDF is offered as Appendix III. The worship leader may wish to write his or her own
sermon or make use of the other PWRDF stories found in Appendix II.

Affirmation of Faith
Either the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed may be used, or the following Profession of Faith:
Officiant:
All:

Let us confess our faith as we say,
We are not alone; we live in God’s world. We believe in
God: who has created and is creating, who works in others
and us through the Spirit. We trust in the Creator. We
are called to be, to celebrate God’s presence, to live with
respect in creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice
and to resist injustice, to seek out models for hope and
peace. In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone.x

Prayers of the People
This, or another litany appropriate to the worshipping community, may be used.
Reader:
Response:
Reader:

Response:
Reader:

Response:
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Remembering those who have gone before us, in hope for
our future, and in solidarity with our sisters and brothers
around the world, let us pray to God saying,
O God, our strength and our redeemer.
We pray for the church of Christ throughout the world. We
pray especially today for (here are named those for whom prayers
are offered in the worldwide Anglican Communion and the National,
Diocesan and Indigenous cycles of prayer, according to the custom
of the parish). We give thanks that together we worship God
and seek in our lives to follow Jesus Christ
O God, our strength and our redeemer.
We pray for the leaders of the church, for N, Primate of
Canada, for N our bishop, and for all bishops, priests,
deacons and lay leaders, that God’s power working through
them will reach out to the impoverished, the vulnerable and
all those at the margins of society
O God, our strength and our redeemer.

Reader:

Response:
Reader:

Response:
Reader:

Response:
Reader:

Response:
Reader:

Response:
Reader:

We pray for those whom we know are sick in body, mind or
spirit, remembering especially…NN. We pray for those who
are health care professionals and those who offer ministries
of healing. Together with them, may we be instruments of
God’s healing love and compassion in the world.
O God, our strength and our redeemer.
We pray for the staff and volunteers of The Primate’s
World Relief and Development Fund, giving thanks for their
leadership, compassion and vision through six decades of
ministry. May their work for the reign of God inspire us all
to reach out and accompany those in need.
O God, our strength and our redeemer.
We pray for the partners with whom PWRDF works around
the world. We pray for the communities they accompany.
We give thanks for their work and witness, for their courage
to face the many challenges that confront them, for all that
they offer and teach us. We pray for our continuing journey
together, that God will hold us as we hold one another.
O God, our strength and our redeemer.
We pray for those who have gone before us, for those who
have died and are now at rest, for NN… We give thanks to
those both close to us, and unknown to us, whose lives have
been a testimony of Christ’s love and peace in the world.
We pray that their example and their work will continue to
be of benefit to the world.
O God, our strength and our redeemer.
We pray for the political leadership of our country, for the
leaders of all nations and those whose decisions affect
our lives and the lives of all citizens. We pray that God will
inspire their work with a vision of justice and peace for all
people.
O God, our strength and our redeemer.
Through your Son, Jesus the Messiah, you have shown us
that…the grace of your good news is the path that leads to
eternal life: Fill us with the power of your Spirit, that we may
live with faithful courage, sharing in your sufferings so that
we may share in your resurrection through Jesus Christ our
Saviour.xi Amen.
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A hymn may be sung, during which the offerings of the people are collected and
presented. It is appropriate that a collection for the work of The Primate’s World Relief
and Development Fund be taken at this time. PWRDF donation envelopes are available
at pwrdf.org/resources for this purpose.
When the offering is placed on the altar or other suitable place, all say:
God of justice and mercy,
the gifts we bring are so small in comparison to the vast
needs in your world…
Yet we come with open hands,
bringing what we can.
As you once multiplied
the five loaves and two fish,
multiply these gifts as well,
so that, once again,
those in need may receive
all they require, and more. Amen xii

The Lord’s Prayer
Two versions are offered.
A third, from the New
Zealand Book of Prayer,
is offered at pwrdf.org/
PWRDFSunday.

Officiant:
People:

As our Saviour taught us,
let us pray,
Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
On Earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
As we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
And deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
And the glory are yours,
Now and for ever. Amen.

Or
Officiant:
People:
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And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on Earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Officiant:
All:

Glory to God
Whose power, working us,
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Dismissal
Officiant:
People:

Go forth from this place filled with love and committed to
justice; guided by God’s pure and peaceable wisdom.
(During Eastertide, the Deacon adds “alleluia, alleluia”).
Thanks be to God!
(During Eastertide, the people add “alleluia, alleluia”).
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Appendix I

Collects and Prayers
The following collects,
taken from “Resources for
Contemporary Liturgy”
by The Canterbury Hills
Group, mark the seasons
of the year.

Seasonal Collects xiii
Spring
Celebrant:
People:

Creator of the universe,
We thank you for this Spring season,
and for the ever-growing light and warmth
which brings forth new life
out of the darkness and decay.
As our environment reawakens
may we too continue to be reborn
in your eternal light and warmth,
now and forever. Amen.

Summer
Celebrant:
People:

Creator of the universe,
We thank you for this Summer season.
In the warmth of your sun and surrounded by nature
we find rest and enjoyment.
Grant us your eternal life
as we seek to live
within the balance of the great web
with all your creatures,
now and forever. Amen.

Autumn
Celebrant:
People:
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Creator of the universe,
We thank you for this Autumn season.
As we gather among the rich rustling leaves,
so too, do we gather with friends and family.
As we encounter the ever-deepening darkness
and remember all the saints and souls
who have gone before,
may we join together in thanksgiving
for all that we are and all that we have,
secure in the knowledge
that you carry us through our trials
in your warm embrace and eternal love,
now and forever. Amen.

Winter
Celebrant:
People:

Creator of the universe,
We thank you for this Winter season.
In this time of ancient fear and darkness
We remember your strength and protection.
May we join together in joy
to celebrate our kinship
With all your people and creation,
now and forever. Amen

Prayer of Confession xiv
Dear God,
You asked for my hands
that you might use them for your purposes.
I gave them for a moment
then withdrew them for the work was hard.
You asked for my mouth
to speak out against injustice.
I gave you a whisper
that I might not be accused.
You asked for my eyes
to see the pain of poverty.
I closed them
for I did not want to see.
You asked for my life
that you might work through me.
I gave you a small part
that I might not get “too involved”.
Forgive me for the calculated efforts to serve you
only when it is convenient for me to do so,
and only in those places where it is safe to do so,
and only with those who make it easy to do so.
Forgive me,
renew me,
send me out as a usable instrument,
that I may take seriously
the meaning of the cross.
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The Lord’s Prayer: Maori & Polynesia
Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe;
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world;
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings;
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trial too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen.

The Twenty Third Psalm: The Divine Shepherd
Bobby McFerrin xv

The Lord is my Shepherd, I have / all I / need,
She makes me lie down in green meadows,
beside the still / waters, / She will / lead.
She restores my soul, She / rights my / wrongs,
She leads me in a path of good things,
And / fills my / heart with / songs.
Even though I walk through a / dark and dreary / land,
There is nothing that can shake me,
She has said She won’t forsake / me, I’m / in her / hand.
She sets a table before me, in the / presence of my / foes,
She anoints my head with oil, and / my cup / overflows.
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Surely, surely goodness and kindness will follow me
all the / days of my / life,
and I will live in her house,
forever, for - /ever and / ever.
Glory be to our Mother, and Daughter,
and to the / Holy of / Holies,
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World, / without / end.
A- / men.

Psalm Twenty-Three – The Divine Shepherd (NRSV)
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—
they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
my whole life long.
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Appendix II

PWRDF Stories xvi
A Story from Tanzania

It Takes a Goat to Raise a Village
Mwamedi Maiga lives in the village of Mnero Membeni in the District
of Nachingwea with his wife and five young children. He is HIV positive,
which makes him extremely vulnerable to health problems. He was one of
many identified by PWRDF partners in the Diocese of Masasi as needing
immediate help. Adequate nutrition is a critical component of treating HIV
and AIDS because medication is not nearly as effective in someone who is
malnourished.
Through a PWRDF food security program that was matched by Global
Affairs Canada, Mwamedi received a pair of goats and his life changed
immediately. The nanny goat produces milk daily. The Maigas consume
one litre and sell the surplus milk to people in a neighbouring village. This
steady income allows the family to pay school fees for the children, and to
buy drugs and food staples to enrich their diet. Once his goats had bred,
Mwamedi passed the first baby goat on to another family in need, as is
the practice in the program. Passing it on not only benefits one family, it
benefits whole villages and beyond.

A Story from Rwanda

A Little Training Goes a Long Way
Theoneste, a young boy from Rwanda, was involved in an accident at a
young age and was feared to have brain damage. Livine Nisingizwe and Alice
Umulisa, volunteers from the Pediatric Learning Initiative, began playing
cognitive games with him and providing him with toys to help development.
The Pediatric Learning Initiative helps children develop cognitive abilities
and highlights the importance of play in early childhood development. It
is managed by Partners in Health Rwanda, an organization supported by
PWRDF.
Within days Theoneste’s cognitive abilities began to improve and his
memory was noticeably better. His mother was so happy to see the
improvements and was grateful for the encouraging support of the PLI
volunteers.
This training is part of PWRDF’s All Mothers and Children Count (AMCC)
program, which receives a 6:1 funding match from Global Affairs Canada.
Many health care workers at PIH Rwanda are getting extra support to
improve the lives of women and children. PWRDF’s AMCC program has
helped to revolutionize health care in Rwanda and along with Partners
in Health has saved the lives of hundreds of mothers and children in the
country.

30 • Partners Together on a Journey

Maria thought she would die very soon

A Story from El Salvador

A widowed mother of one, Maria (not her real name) and her daughter
are both HIV positive, born before Maria knew she had the virus. She was
struggling as a single mother with a significant health diagnosis for herself
and her daughter. Then, when her daughter was 12, Maria met staff from
PWRDF partner CoCoSI (the Committee Against AIDS). They connected
with her through the HIV Clinic at the hospital in Sensuntepeque, Cabañas
and began home visits, then invited them to a support group run by CoCoSI
at the hospital. Through this support group Maria met José and with their
families they have made a new life together.
CoCoSI was founded in 1999 by teenager Elizabeth Membreño and her
friends. They were aware of the lack of HIV education and prevention
in their rural communities. CoCoSI provides opportunities for youth to
plan and run workshops in schools and the local prison on inequality,
gender-based violence, discrimination, bullying and hate crimes against
people of non-conforming genders. Team members provide transportation
and food costs for people travelling so that they can get to the support
group meetings. They will even help with money to get to the hospital for
appointments or to buy medications from the clinic at the hospital.
In 2010 CoCoSI received a Red Ribbon Award from the United Nations HIV
and AIDS program.

From great adversity comes great strength
In 1983, civil war broke out in Sri Lanka. Tamil refugees fled the country in
the tens of thousands and set up camps in Tamil Nadu, India. They soon
formed the Organization for Eelam Refugees Rehabilitation (OfERR) and
were instrumental in creating projects to improve conditions in health,
education, human rights, advocacy and skills training in the camps.

A Story from India and
Sri Lanka

In 1984, PWRDF partnered with OfERR. Although the civil war ended in
May 2009, and many refugees have returned to Sri Lanka, there are still
more than 70,000 Sri Lankans living in southern India, spread over 113
camps. There is much work to do – just trying to obtain birth certificates
for the 20,000 or more children born in the camps is a daunting task. But
finding birth and marriage certificates for the parents who fled with nothing
but the clothes on their backs adds to the complexity of the situation.
PWRDF supports OfERR’s development, relief and rehabilitation projects
in India, as well as its programs in Sri Lanka assisting displaced people.
Working out of offices in Tamil Nadu, India and Sri Lanka, OfERR provides
education for all children, helping to facilitate college and university
education, health, nutrition, vocational training, self-help groups, mental
health care, counselling, income generation and medical services. OfERR
also helps navigate the complex return process for refugees. They have
worked continuously on returning refugees to Sri Lanka, coordinating the
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complex process through negotiating with both Indian and Sri Lankan
governments, acquiring identity documents and preparing for the actual trip
home.
A Story from South Sudan

The happiest day of my life has finally come
Lotum Longolio rejoiced as she gathered up her rations of sorghum (a grain
used to make porridge), beans, cooking oil and salt at the food distribution
centre. Lotum, 25, lives with her husband and three children. She is a jovial
young woman despite being deaf and mute.
As winter began to settle across Canada in December 2017, hunger
persisted in South Sudan. PWRDF led a food distribution project that fed
thousands in a rural county in Eastern Equatoria State, through our equity
in the Canadian Foodgrains Bank and a 4:1 match from Global Affairs
Canada. The United Church of Canada also contributed $100,000 and
Adventist Development and Relief Agency South Sudan was PWRDF’s
partner on the ground distributing food.
“We are now responsible for making sure everything goes as planned,
dealing with the suppliers, monitoring and evaluating,” said Naba Gurung,
PWRDF’s Humanitarian Response Coordinator, who was in touch with
ADRA South Sudan on a daily basis during the distribution process. Lotum
and her family were among the 1,799 households (8,960 individuals) in
seven districts of Kapoeta North County benefitting from the project.
“Today, I am overwhelmed with joy at the distribution site because it is the
first time my household has received food assistance since I got married,”
Lotum said through an interpreter. “My household will at least have an
increased meal portion today and we shall eat twice a day, compared to the
past where my household barely survived on very little millet, which we ate
once a day.” Lotum is thankful that ADRA South Sudan organized a houseto-house registration that makes sure people with disabilities are reached
and included.
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Appendix III

Sample Sermon
Partners Together on a Journey
Sixty years ago, the Anglican Church of Canada, through a resolution at its
1959 General Synod in Ste. Anne-de-Bellevue, Québec, voted to formally
take up Jesus’ call we heard in the gospel this morning:
I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of
me, I was in prison and you visited me. (Matthew 25: 35-36)
That resolution created The Primate’s World Relief Fund and for its first
decade it responded to emergency and refugee situations throughout the
world. Those two original commitments continue today in places like South
Sudan where PWRDF most recently coordinated a food assistance program
with fellow-members of the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, and in India and Sri
Lanka with the Tamil refugee organization, OfERR, with whom PWRDF has
been in partnership for 35 years. Emergency response and refugee support
here in Canada also continue to the present day.
In the late 1960s, Canadian Anglicans recognized that while it was
important to continue to respond to emergencies and refugee crises, it was
also important to begin to address longer-term community development
needs, and so the “D” for Development was added to PWRF’s name. Today,
PWRDF supports development partners involved in a wide range of projects
and programs, with a particular focus on preventive health, food security
and micro-finance. With financial support from Global Affairs Canada,
PWRDF and its partners in Burundi, Rwanda, Tanzania and Mozambique
have developed and are carrying out important work in maternal, newborn
and child health; a program called, All Mothers and Children Count.
Throughout its sixty years of ministry, PWRDF has been committed to
“partnership” both as a way of being and as a way of working. That
commitment led PWRDF in the late 1990s, to establish a program in
partnership with Canadian Indigenous Communities; a program that
continues to evolve in the wake of Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation
Commission and the commitments made by the Anglican Church of
Canada to ongoing reconciliation work.
The commitment to partnership has also led PWRDF to invite Canadian
Anglicans into processes of learning from our partners, advocacy with and
on behalf of our partners, and active and ongoing prayer for, and financial
support of, our partners and the communities throughout the world that
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they work with. Our work is not just about changing the lives of others. It is
about changing our own.
And so 60 years on, in the words of American writer and farmer, Wendell
Berry, Canadian Anglicans can look back along the path of our journey
together with our partners, to see,
Blessings [that] now appear, risen
As if from sightlessness to sight, and we,
By blessing brightly lit, keep going toward
That blessed light that yet to us is dark.
But what of the future “that yet to us is dark?” We live in a world not unlike
the one the prophet Ezekiel and his people were living in two and a half
millennia ago. Exile is the lived reality for more people today than at any
time in human history, be it caused by the violence of war, of economics
or of climate change. In Ezekiel’s time, those forced to flee and those who
remained in Jerusalem needed a word of hope and a vision of a future in
which the people of Israel would be re-membered and made whole again.
And so Ezekiel wrote about dry bones being reassembled and about God’s
breath of life being breathed into them as it was at the time of the creation
of the world.
Centuries later, in Roman-occupied Palestine, Jesus offered a road map for
those who followed him: feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome
the stranger, clothe the naked, care for the sick and visit the prisoner. Today,
Canadian Anglicans are called to do that in our parishes and communities
across Canada. Through PWRDF we are called to do that in partnership
with others around the world. Indeed, PWRDF strives to be part of the
outreach ministry of every Canadian Anglican parish and diocese.
Jesus called on his followers to continue the ministry he began because,
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me”. To continue Jesus’ ministry
therefore, was to respond to the sacredness of every human being.
How are we to respond to Ezekiel’s vision and Jesus’ call today? As a farmer,
Wendell Berry understands the sacred to be not only in every human being,
but also in the whole created order. He says,
I think that the world is a work of God, and therefore sacred. And
so how you treat this sacred work, how you make your own work in
it, is a matter of the most frightening importance.
In other words, how each of us chooses to live and work as people of faith
on this “fragile earth, our island home”, matters. How we each live out our
baptismal covenant, “to seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your
neighboúr as yourself”, matters. As PWRDF volunteer, Dorothy Marshall
put it in “At Home with PWRDF”, a 60th anniversary video,
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…there are two rules, love God and love others. And if you do that,
if everybody did that, the world would be the kingdom of God,
it would be the way God wants it to be. But I see ‘love’ as a verb,
an action word just like ‘faith’ is. So loving others…means doing
something to help that person out of love and that’s what [PWRDF]
is, it’s a tool to use that love to help others in places where you
can’t be.
In thanksgiving for 60 years of faithful ministry, and in hopeful prayer for
the continued journey, together with our partners, Amen.
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Evaluation Form
1.	 Did your parish use PWRDF’s Worship Resource to celebrate International Development Week
2019? If so, how was it used?

2.	 Are there other opportunities throughout the year to use PWRDF’s Worship Resource? If so, let us
know!

3.	 Did PWRDF’s Worship Resource offer opportunities to learn more about the work of PWRDF
staff, partners and PWRDF’s connection to the Anglican Church of Canada?

4.	 Does your parish have a PWRDF Parish Representative? If so, please provide their name and
contact information.

5.	 What resources would enhance the work of PWRDF and partners in your parish or diocese?

