
Canadians Foodgrains Bank
“The happiest day of my life has finally come,” said Lotum Longolio, the 
day her household had an opportunity to have a decent meal. Longolio, 
25, lives with her husband and three children in Eastern Equatoria State 
of South Sudan. “Today, I am overwhelmed with joy at the distribution 
site because it is the first time my household has received food assistance 
since I got married,” she said. 

The distribution site was part of a PWRDF-led relief project that fed 
thousands last fall through our equity in Canadian Foodgrains Bank, a 
4:1 match from Global Affairs Canada, and $100,000 from the United 
Church of Canada towards this project.

PWRDF purchased 200 tonnes of sorghum (to make porridge), 27 
tonnes of beans, 16 tonnes of cooking oil and 4 tonnes of salt. Adventist 
Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) South Sudan distributed the 
food, benefitting almost 9,000 people. 

It is a perfect example of how members of the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank pool our resources to end hunger. Some of the funds come 
through the sale of crops from Canadian farmers. They donate their 
land and time to grow the plants, but use donations from parishes and 
individuals to buy seed, fertilizer and other inputs. Our opportunity to 
give, means Lotum and her family have the opportunity to eat. 
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Esther Njoki Chege owns a small business offering towing 
services in Ruiru, Kenya. Chege wanted to expand and grow 
her business in order to better provide for her family, but she 
needed new equipment.  

PWRDF Partner ECLOF is a microfinance institution that 
has provided loans to low income entrepreneurs for more 
than 20 years. Chege joined ECLOF in 2008 and since then 
has received five loans that have allowed her to expand her 
business. The loans, totalling over 350,000 Kenyan Schillings, 
have helped her increase her businesses capacity – and her 
profits.  

Chege purchased two second-hand vehicles for towing 
vehicles and also used the funds to cover vehicle maintenance 
costs. Chege also attended ECLOF training courses where she 
learned how to manage her finances and grow her business.  
 
Chege now operates six vehicles and she has begun running a 
hotel. Her children are now at the university level and she has 
been able to make improvements around her home.
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