
by carolyn vanderlip
coordinator,  

connections program development

it had been almost ten years since i’d 
visited the refugee camps in india where 
sri lankan tamil refugees have been liv-
ing in exile for up to 30 years. little had 
changed; families were still living in one 
room huts, water was retrieved from 
a common water pump, women were 
organizing self help groups and income 
generation projects, and overwhelm-
ing hospitality was being extended to 
us as their guests.  and then a woman 
approached me and said, “i remember 
you. You were here before. thank you 
for coming back.” 

i was stunned that she remembered 
a stranger who had visited so many 
years ago.  it hit me – hard – that in 
those years i had changed careers, taken 
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Youth Council member Cody McKay sits with a local vendor during a PWRDF delegation to India.  photo: carolyn vanderlip

courses, travelled, watched my children 
learn to ride horses and play guitar 
and prepare for the future, and freely 
moved about my world without giving it 
too much thought. all that time she had 
been in that camp with none of the op-
portunities i take for granted.  and she 
was the one who remembered me!

that was a point of connection, and 
it changed me. it was a connection for 

her too; she knew that through me and 
through our delegation, the story of the 
tamil refugees in india would travel back 
to canada and be shared with many 
others, and she would not be forgotten. 

that’s why i was so pleased to 
rejoin pWrdF in the fall of 2012 as the 
connections program development 
coordinator. connecting is about going 
deeper, beyond just writing a cheque to 
pWrdF (but don’t get me wrong, writ-
ing cheques to pWrdF is a wonder-
ful thing!). it’s about learning, growing, 
changing, and experiencing your role 
in making a difference in the world. it 
might mean raising money for mos-
quito nets in africa like christ church 
cathedral in vancouver did, knowing 
that every $10 means another net will 
protect someone from malaria. it might 
mean volunteering with a partner like 

allison Kittleson did in gaza, or alexan-
dra Kotyk in Kenya, or maureen Bailey 
in south africa. it might mean partner-
ing with pWrdF to enhance an existing 
parish or diocesan partnership, like st 
mary’s Kerrisdale, st paul’s cathedral in 
london and Fundacion cristosal in el 
Salvador did . It might mean finding new 
ways to support a diocesan companion 
relationship like the dioceses of edmon-
ton, niagara and ottawa have done. 
or it might involve starting something 
completely new, as the pimatisiwin nipi 
group under Bishop mark macdonald 
has done by raising funds through the 
advent conspiracy for water in a First 
nations community. 

Interested in finding out how to ex-
perience more, different and closer con-
nections to pWrdF partners’ programs 
and projects? let’s start talking!  
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She remembered a stranger

PWRDF is a membeR oF the



connections   32    tHe PRiMAte’s WoRLD ReLieF AnD DeVeLoPMent FUnD

Get your connection gears in motion

By Simon ChamBerS
communications coordinator

it’s not often that church 
school children dressed 

as mosquitoes attack 
the dean of christ 

church cathedral 
in Vancouver, but 

when they do, 
it’s a good thing 
the dean has 
his mosquito 
net! this 
demonstration 
kicked off a 

hugely successful 
fundraising 

campaign at the 
cathedral that raised 

enough funds to 
provide 1300 treated 

mosquito nets to families 
in mozambique through 

PWrdF.
the children learned about 

africa, malaria and the impor-
tance of mosquito nets in 

preventing the disease in 
their children’s church 

program, and then 
helped to pro-

mote the program 
in church. the program 

was very effective with the 
children and the congregation 
as a whole.

Connecting Christ Church Cathedral  
to Mozambique through mosquito nets

Families in Mozambique learn how to use their new 
mosquito nets. photo: zaida bastos

By Simon ChamBerS
communications coordinator

PWrdF has been a part-
ner of the organization for 
Eelam refugees rehabilita-
tion (ofErr) almost since its 
inception in 1983. ofErr has 
worked tirelessly for 30 years 
with Tamil refugees who fled 
the violence of their homeland 
in sri Lanka for india, as well as 
with those displaced in their 
home country, and those who 
have returned home. in 2013, 
ofErr asked PWrdF if we 
could help them—through our 
Connections program—to find 
a volunteer to spend several 
months working with their sri 
Lanka office to help them with 
fund raising, communications, 
and to get better at writing 
reports of their work.

Jane maxwell of the dio-
cese of ottawa has stepped 
forward, and is currently in 
sri Lanka with ofErr. Be-
fore she left for colombo in 
January, she told PWrdF “i 

am excited to be embarking 
on this new adventure and to 
be getting back out ‘into the 
field’ in the developing world. 
it will be a privilege to work 
with one of PWrdF’s long 
time partners and to sup-
port them in the challenging 
task of accessing new funding 

in today’s highly competitive 
fundraising climate. i hope my 
25 plus years of experience 
in international development, 
coupled with ten years as a 
fundraiser will allow me to 
make a useful contribution to 
ofErr - an organization 
that offers a beacon of 
hope to the thousands 
of tamil refugees in 
india waiting to return 
home, and to those 
sri Lankans who have 
been displaced by the 
long conflict in their 
country. i want to thank 
the Primate’s Fund for 
giving me this wonderful op-
portunity to learn, experience 
and serve one of our impor-
tant south asian partners.”

Jane will finish her work in 
colombo this June, and will 
return to canada to continue 
her work as a PWrdF volun-
teer with plenty of first-hand 
stories to tell about the work 
of PWrdF and ofErr.

“OfERRing” her services

OfERR field staff working 
with returned refugees.
photo: simon chambers

By Carolyn vanderlip
coordinator, connEctions 

Program dEVELoPmEnt

through the generosity of 
the diocese of ottawa’s giFt 
(growing in Faith together) 
campaign, PWrdF has been 
able to address urgent needs 
in mozambique and in gaza. 
When we learned that HiV 
and aids patients in mo-
zambique were having dif-
ficulty taking their medications 
because their bodies were 
weakened from lack of food, 
funds from the campaign 
were used to purchase food 
baskets which enabled people 
to withstand the powerful 
medications. Without sufficient 
nutrition 60% of patients had 
stopped taking the drugs; after 
the implementation of the 
food baskets, 98% were able 
to return to treatment. some 
of these patients have recov-
ered fully and returned to their 
normal daily activities. 

as ottawa is in a companion 
relationship with the diocese of 
Jerusalem, some giFt campaign 
funds were used in that region. 
the al ahli arab hospital has 
lost much of its funding, and 
their medical missions clinic , 

which provides free transporta-
tion to the hospital, a free meal 
and medical care to those in 
impoverished communities, was 
in jeopardy. through the giFt 
campaign contribution, the clinic 
has been able to continue its 
much needed work. “covenant-
ed diocesan companionships 
are good examples of how 
prayer, people, planning and 
material resources enable and 
sustain relationships for local 
mission with anglicans here in 
canada and in other countries.  
in the case of the gift of the 
diocese of ottawa to the dio-
cese of Jerusalem, and such gifts 
from other canadian dioceses 
to their companions, they are 
the fruit of much prayer, many 
personal conversations, group 
visits, and partnership consul-
tations; sustenance together 
on a journey underway,” says 
andrea mann, global relations 
coordinator, anglican church 
of canada. 

Ottawa’s GIFT saves lives

Having enough food is 
vital in treating HIV.
photo: simon chambers

By Simon ChamBerS
communications coordinator

anglican parishes across 
canada have responded to 
national indigenous anglican 
Bishop mark macdonald’s 
statements about the lack of 
access to water in indigenous 
communities in this country 
by coming together as Pima-
tisiwin nipi (“Living Water”). 
along with relationship-build-
ing, education and advocacy, 
they decided to strategically 
raise funds for a water project 
and asked PWrdF to join 
them. in consultation with 
Bishop MacDonald’s office, 
irving LeBlanc of the assem-
bly of First nations, and the 
Pikangikum Working group, 
PWrdF has begun a project 
to install water and waste-
water facilities in 10 homes 
in the ontario community of 
Pikangikum.

Pikangikum First nation is 
a remote community approxi-
mately 100 kilometers north 
of Red Lake, Ontario. It is a fly-
in community that can only be 
accessed by aircraft or by win-
ter roads across Lake Pikangi-
kum. of the approximately 
450 homes in the community, 
430 had no indoor plumb-
ing or running water. a water 

treatment system exists that is 
20 years old and community 
members access the treated 
water with portable containers 
at the outlets located near the 
water treatment plant.

anglican churches across 
canada joined in through the 
advent conspiracy (a proj-
ect asking christians to focus 
more on the spiritual aspects 
of christmas rather than the 
commercial) and other events 
to raise $100,000 for the 
project. a congregation from 
the united church of canada 
and Frontiers Foundation are 
co-funders as well.

The first house to receive its 
water system is home to four 
generations: an elder who has 
lost both her legs, her daughter, 
a grandmother, who also lost 
a leg, a grandfather, daughter 
and two infant children. the 
national chief of the assembly 
of First nations shawn atleo 

met with the family shortly after 
the water system was installed. 
atleo said that he “saw dignity 
returned to the family.”

through this project, three 
members of the community 
who were already trained and 
competent carpenters, plumb-
ers and electricians were iden-
tified. They were able to work 
with the Frontiers Foundation 
leader Vic moreau to install the 
systems faster than planned 
and continue the installation 
after Vic returned to toronto.

“it is our hope that this 
initial project – a truly pioneer-
ing undertaking – will lead to 
ongoing partnerships between 
our national network, PWrdF, 
and First nations’ communi-
ties,” says the rev. martha 
tatarnic, of Pimatisiwin nipi 
(“Living Water”), which is 
coordinating the fundraising, 
advocacy and education efforts 
around this project.

Running water in Pikangikum

National Chief Shawn Atleo visits with the first family to 
receive a water system. photo: irving leblanc, afn

 according to dr. Jack 
Forbes, one of the organizers 
of the program, “...they could 
see that there was a direct 
consequence to the money 
they raised or donated and 
felt that the effort would be 
effective and would make a 
difference. i also think it made 
a difference to people with 
whom PWrdF and cida [the 
canadian international devel-
opment agency, now part of 
the department of Foreign af-
fiars, Trade and Development 
(dFatd)] were involved.”

the malaria nets were 

distributed as part of PWrdF’s 
cida-funded project in mo-
zambique, so every dollar do-
nated to provide the nets was 
matched by $3 from cida.

PWrdF’s connections 
program seeks to provide the 
opportunity to learn about an 
issue facing one of PWrdF’s 
partners and to directly make 
a difference for parishes and 
individual anglicans in canada. 
the parish of christ church 
cathedral is now much closer 
to the reality of malaria and its 
effects on families on the far 
side of the world.

1. 
Connect

Find a project through your 
parish or through your diocese 
and contact pWrdF to discuss 

your parish or diocese’s 
interests and find a partner/

project that fits well. 
 

2. 
Fundraise

Come up with  
a fundraising  
goal, an idea,  

an event.
 

3. 
Volunteer

Sometimes, PWRDF partners ask 
us to find volunteers to work with 

them.
 

4. 
Pray

praying for your partners is 
an important part of being in 

relationship.
 

5. 
Learn 

learn about the situation in 
the country and community 

where you have built a 
connection

 

6. 
Advocate

Once you’ve learned about an 
issue, what are you going to do 

about it?

Tools
If you want to get started with your 

own PWRDF Connection, please 
contact 

Carolyn Vanderlip,  
pWrdF’s Connections program 

Development Coordinator.  
Email: cvanderlip@pwrdf.org  

Phone: (416)924-9199 ext. 266 or 
1(866)3087973
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Name:  __________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________

Postal Code:  _______________  Phone:  ______________________

Subscribe to the PWRDF’s monthly Email Update: Go to pwrdf.org and click on  
“Stay Updated.”

Follow PWRDF on Facebook and Twitter

I have enclosed a gift of   

c $30   c $60   c $100   c $500   c other $ _______

Please make cheque payable to PWRDF.

OR I want to make a gift of $ _______________________  
every month by:   c               c             

Card #  _____________________________________________________

Exp. Date:  __________________________________________________

Signature:  __________________________________________________

c  I want to make a gift of $ __________ every month  
by pre-authorized chequing:

c 1st of month     c 16th of month

Please enclose a personal cheque marked “Void.”
                      

YES! I want to support PWRDF

Thank you to all Anglicans who 
make the work of PWRDF pos-
sible. Your ongoing generosity 
supports partners in canada and 
around the globe as we strive to 
create a more just, healthy and 
peaceful world. Thank you also 
to all the diocesan and parish 
representatives, bishops, clergy, 
board members and youth who 
volunteer their time, energy and 
enthusiasm as ambassadors for 
PWRDF. Supporting the work of 
PWRDF improves the quality of 
daily life for vulnerable popula-
tions by promoting global justice 
and self-sustainability. Your com-
mitment is transforming lives.

Thank     
   you your gift has the power to transform lives here: 

c Africa   c Asia-Pacific   c Indigenous communities in canada & Latin America-caribbean   c Humanitarian Response   c Public Engagement   c GENERAL

the primate’s world relief and Development fund the anglican church of canada
80 Hayden St., Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2  

Call Jennifer Brown: 416-924-9192, ext 355 • 1-866-308-7973 • www.pwrdf.org
Charitable number: 866 434640 RR0001   AJ-02-13

gaza would take me on. the 
idea of going to the gaza strip 
was a daunting one, but with 
prayerful consideration and the 
support of my family and clergy 
i accepted the offer.

at the end of october i 
headed to gaza. over the next 

month i was able to help out 
in several different areas of the 
hospital and visit the various 
clinics. it was amazing to learn 
about the different programs 
that are being funded by angli-
cans all over the world, includ-
ing canada! 

the diocese of ottawa is 
a major sponsor of the malnu-
trition clinic, which provides 
medical care, food and vitamin 
supplements to children who 
desperately need it. the doctor 
in charge told me that when 
she sees a child who isn’t 

A prayer for the people of Gaza

Allison poses with a group of children from across the Gaza Strip.

alliSon kittleSon
pWrdF volunteer

i have been an anglican all of 
my life and have known about 
pWrdF for as long as i can 
remember. When i was 16 i 
knew that overseas volunteer-
ing was what i needed to do 
with my life, and so i became a 
nurse. since graduating i have 
maintained a job in canada 
and volunteered annually for 
different organizations all over 
the world. my mom suggested i 
apply with pWrdF. 

i learned that while pWrdF 
works all over the world they 
don’t usually take volunteers, 
however with the help of 
pWrdF staff, we discovered 
the al ahli arab Hospital in 

progressing as s/he should she 
knows that the supplements 
they have been given are most 
likely being shared among all 
the children in the family. so she 
keeps the child in the program 
for a longer term.

i was able to take pictures of 
the families while they waited at 
the clinic. they were very curi-
ous about why i wanted their 
pictures. When they learned 
that the pictures were for the 
donors in the hopes of raising 
funds to continue the program, 
one lady in her limited english 
asked ‘not for Facebook?’ ev-
eryone laughed, and i reassured 
them no and had their approval. 

everyone i met was incred-
ibly welcoming-- if they knew 
no other english words, they 
knew ‘welcome.’ the staff of ahli 
all spoke english which made 
life much easier for me. they 
enjoyed practising their english 
on me as much as i enjoyed 
learning some arabic from 
them! 

Life in Gaza is very diffi-
cult and yet the kindness and 
generosity shown to me had no 
limits. in a place so full of con-
flict, I met kindness and hope 
for peace. my friend saiid told 
me what he wants most for his 
children is peace and freedom, 
that it doesn’t matter what their 
country is called as long as they 
can be free to live, work and 
raise a family.

 this is my prayer for the 
people of gaza and people 
living under oppression all over 
the world: that every heart 
will long for the peace of god 
which passes all understanding; 
a peace that is blind to race, 
gender and ethnicity, that cares 
not for borders and ownership 
but for the needs of our fellow 
people.

connecting 
face to 
face
PWRDF delegations 
allow Canadians 
to meet PWRDF 
partners face to 
face... or camera.  
photos: carolyn vanderlip




