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It was a picture-perfect Saturday 
afternoon in late September in 
Montreal. The sun was shining 

magnificently as more than 100 church 
members of all ages, clergy and Bishop 
Mary Irwin-Gibson gathered on the 
shores of the St. Lawrence River. 
Having set out from two points a few 
kilometres apart, groups of happy 
walkers met and merged together to 
join in worship. Following prayers, and 
with little need of encouragement the 
children stepped down the gentle grassy 
slope to the river’s edge to empty the 
buckets that had been sloshing against 
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their legs the length of the walk.
This was more than just a day of 

sunshine. It was “the cherry on top” of 
our campaign, a time to both celebrate 
and reflect on all that we had learned 
and accomplished on our journey. 

It began in the fall of 2016 when the 
PWRDF committee of the Diocese 
of Montreal committed to supporting 
Right to Water, a four-year joint initiative 
of PWRDF’s justgeneration Youth 
Council and Evangelical Lutheran Youth 
Ministry. In part the decision to invest 
our energies in what became known 
as our “Water Project” was fuelled by 
the desire to engage children and youth 
in our parishes. We also were keen 
to focus on an important issue here 

in Canada. The justgeneration call to 
action on access to potable water, along 
with increasing media that highlighted 
concerns regarding First Nations 
housing, health and education had truly 
galvanized us all. 

The Water Project we were about 
to embrace was never going to be an 
“autopilot” leap from some form of 
generalized concern about an issue to 
fundraising for it. Our path was destined 
to take many turns as we explored some 
new ideas! Here’s what we learned:

1. State Your Objective. While raising 
money was and is necessary to address 
the concrete problems facing the people 
living in First Nations communities 
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A drop in 
the bucket
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Children pour clear spring water into the St. Lawrence River – a symbolic gesture that reminds of the impor-
tance of our stewardship of all creation. Organized by PWRDF reps and members of the Diocese of Montreal, 
our Water Walk was a fitting way to celebrate our advocacy campaign.

Sustainable Development 
Goal #6 calls for universal 

and equitable access to safe and 
affordable drinking water. Our 
bodies are about 60% water. Our 
planet is 71% water, with 96.5% 
of that water contained in our  
oceans.
But:
• 844 million people don’t have 

clean water. (WHO/UNICEF Joint 

Monitoring Programme Report 2017)

• 2.3 billion people don’t have a 
decent toilet. (WHO/UNICEF Joint 

Monitoring Programme Report 2017)

• 31% of schools don’t have 
clean water. (UNICEF, Advancing 

WASH in Schools Monitoring, 2015)

In this issue of Under the Sun, we 
will explore the many different 
ways PWRDF partners and 
programs seek to provide clean 
water which is lacking due to 
climate change, inadequate rainfall 
and emergency situations.

without access to clean water, we were 
also determined to engage as many 
people and parishes in the project as 
we could- including young children and 
those who may not have the resources 
to donate funds . By adopting an inclusive 
model for acknowledging participation, 
our success was to evolve and grow in 
ways that ended up being truly inspiring.

2. Educate Yourselves. We were 
to discover that more than 100 
communities across Canada lack 
primary/basic services that many of us 
take for granted. It was through this 
fact-finding process that we first learned 
the brutal truth that whole generations 
of some of our fellow Canadians have 

See Water Walk, p. 2

Walking the talk

WATER



Before Drilling
• Surveying and testing done at potential sites
• Public consultations with locals to determine 

needs and best placement of wells to help 
beneficiaries 

• Sites chosen and prepared for drilling

During Drilling
• Boreholes drilled to depths of 50 to 100 metres 

below ground surface
• Groundwater filtration system known as 

“Gravel Pack” installed to ensure quality of 
water for community members

• Tests completed on the pumping rate and 
water quality to ensure safety  
and quality of water

Construction Begins 
• Constructed with 6” diameter well 

casing and threaded stainless steel well 
cap attached at the bottom 

• Sanitary seals placed in each well and 
plugged with a seal at the top of casing 
to ensure hygiene and sanitation 

Well Development
• Pre-formed after the grout seal has 

cured for 72 hours 
• All waste transported offsite for disposal 

Test Pumping
• Tests determine safe yield and optimum 

installation depth for hand pumps 
• Four to five step tests and short test pumping 

carried out 

Water Quality Sampling 
• Groundwater samples collected from each 

borehole taken to laboratory for quality 
testing 

• Once results are reported and deemed 
acceptable, water quality analysis certificates 
showing that the water is fit for both domestic 
and livestock usage are provided

Apron Construction
• After successful drilling and testing, concrete 

aprons are built with drainage channels

Hand Pump Installation
• Boreholes fitted with heavy-duty hand pumps 

– Text by Mike Ziemerink

ADA TURTLE says it  
  best: “It’s so much 

easier now. We used to 
have to carry buckets of 
water from the tap outside. 
Now you turn on the tap 
and the water is there.”

Ada is a resident of 
Pikangikum, an Indigenous 
Community in Northern 
Ontario, and a mother 
of four. Last summer, Ada 
was returning home after 
spending a year in hospital 
on dialysis. She was grateful 
– and surprised – to find 
her home was one of 10 

that was retrofitted with 
indoor plumbing as part 
of PWRDF’s phase two 
of the Pikangikum Clean 

Water Project. This second 
phase was implemented 
by Habitat for Humanity 
Manitoba and brings the 
total number of houses 
to 20. Many households 
include six to 10 residents, 
so we are happy to say the 
work is making a difference. 
As well as bringing safe 
and clean drinking water 
to homes, the project also 
enabled three young men 
and two young women yto 
be trained by Habitat for 
Humanity, learning valuable 
skills for future work.
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Water Walk the reward for hard work
Continued from p. 1

grown up  never having being able to 
turn on a tap for a “simple” glass of water. 
Our focus on the Ojibway First Nation 
community of Pikangikum led us to Dave 
Steeves of the Pikangikum Working 
Group. Dave has been pivotal in helping 
develop and implement constructive 
measures with PWRDF to address the 
many problems facing this isolated fly-in 
community in Northern Ontario, where 
approximately 90% of the 450 homes 
have no water or wastewater services. 

3. Formulate Your Response. We 
would need to find effective ways to 
communicate the facts we had gathered 
and our strategic plan to parishes (and 
hopefully the broader public as well.) 
Keeping in mind our desire not to focus 
on fundraising alone, we decided to launch 
an advocacy campaign. We developed 
templates of letters to be sent to the 
Ministers of Health, Indigenous Relations 
and Northern Affairs and Families, 
Children and Social Development, raising 
our concerns. These, as is true of all letters 
addressed to government, could be sent 
without a stamp – a plus for those dealing 
with financial restrictions. We sent out 
letters addressed to wardens and clergy 
that included these templates, as well 
as information inserts, Sunday school 

materials, prayers and other resources, 
and made them available on the Montreal 
Diocese’s PWRDF website. You can now 
read and download these resources at  
www.pwrdf.org/waterwalk.

After a year of education sessions 
being held in various parishes across the 
Diocese, we found ourselves at the bank 
of the St. Lawrence. We had all gained a 
deeper appreciation and understanding 
of what it is to be in “right relationship,” 
including in right relationship with the 
various gifts each of us (including the 
young) can offer in service to each other. 
That’s the point really, it can never be 
about only money, only awareness, or only 
advocacy. If we are to arrive anywhere, it 
is best we arrive together having given of 
our talents, whatever they may be.

Before planning a Water Walk, check 
with local authorities for permission 
and comply with local laws. 

Watch Ada  
Turtle talk  
about the simple  
pleasure of getting  
water from a tap.

In many communities in rural Tanzania, traditional wells and streams are the usual 
source of water. To get that water, people walk for hours, a job that usually falls 
to women and girls. One goal of the All Mothers and Children Count program 
in Tanzania is to build bore wells so that clean, safe drinking water is accessible 
for more communities. To ensure each well’s continued safety and success, water 
committees are established and training for basic pump repair and maintenance is 
provided. Thanks to PWRDF donors we have been able to raise funds to build 25 
wells. But before all that can happen, there’s a lot of other work to do.  

Let’s drill down...
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Members of St. Matthias’, Westmount on Water Walk day.

Well, well wel
…anything but boring!

Getting water to the world

CHRISTINE HILLLS
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM OFFICER

Cuba
PWRDF has partnered with local 
churches to improve access to clean 
and safe drinking water. Four parishes 
within rural and impoverished com-
munities were given about 300 CUC 
(About $378) in order to construct 
water purification systems (WPS). 

The effect was immediate and last-
ing: reduced bacteria in the drinking 
water led to an immediate decrease in 
water-related illnesses such as diarrhea. 

The women in these communities 
no longer have to travel long distances 
to obtain water. There is also no longer 
a need to gather firewood and start 
fires in order to boil water, previously 
a daily task for many in these com-
munities. These WPS do not require 
significant maintenance or resources 
from the communities allowing them 
to obtain clean, safe water without 
worry. The four parishes were able to 
benefit 18 communities and give more 
than 3,000 people access to 10 litres of 
clean and safe water each day. 

A woman in Burundi rejoices as 
clean water fills her water can.

Burundi
PWRDF has been working to bring 
safe and potable water to the regions 
of Gihanga and Rugombo. By building 
a water reservoir and 22 standpipes 
within the two regions, the Preventa-
tive Health and Food Security Project 
has reduced walking times to access 
water to only 10-30 minutes.
  
Bangladesh 
The coastal regions within Bangladesh 
are particularly at risk to the detri-
mental effects of climate change such 
as drought and floods that can cause 
the loss of huge numbers of crops as 
well as lack of access to water. PWRDF 
along with the Manitoba Council for 

International Cooperation has jointly 
funded a project with local partner 
UBINIG to promote and distribute two 
rice paddy varieties that are resilient to 
flooding and drought. 

Women in Willy Wood, Guatemala 
install irrigation sytems.

Guatemala 
Madre Tierra, a PWRDF partner that 
focuses on empowering women, has 
done great work in the region to 
ensure families have water throughout 
the long and vicious dry season. 

With the installation of water tanks 
and hoses at the homes of 20 families 
in the town of Willy Wood, families can 
now collect and store water through 
a drip irrigation system, instead of col-
lecting water in buckets.   

Nepal
In August 2017 floods devastated the 
Morang district of Nepal, destroying 
critical infrastructure, killing and injur-
ing many. PWRDF contributed more 
than $27,000 to ensure the affected 
communities had access to clean and 
safe water. Local partners were able 
to install toilets and washing stations 
in 113 homes and four schools in the 
region. The program also used cash to 
work programs, where local residents 
were paid to build 53 raised water 
hand pumps, providing the community 
with safe and clean water. 

Philippines
In the Filipino province of Marinduque, 
Canadian mining companies have been 
dumping waste into local rivers for 16 
years. This has negatively affected the 
health and livelihoods of residents in 
12 fishing villages in the area. Mining 
Watch, a PWRDF partner, has been 
working locally to help seek repara-
tions from the mining companies for 
environmental damages.

–with files from Mike Ziemerink,  
Jeannethe Lara and José Zàrate

20 homes in Pikangikum tapping into water

BEFORE: Untreated water from 
unsafe wells was likely to be  
contaminated.

DURING: This well awaits final water testing  
before opening. 
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Improving access to clean water improves health, 
gender equity and even access to schools. Here are 
some of PWRDF’s water-based initiatives:

Continued from p. 1

OUR R.A.P. SHEET
Recognize 
Relevant Re-
lationships, 
Review your 
Resources, 
do your 
Research 

Ask  
questions, 
Analyze  
objectives 
and data,  
Advocate, 
Advertise 

Pray, Plan, 
Promote 
inclusive  
Participa-
tion

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

AFTER: Children gather to  pump water and fill 
their buckets.



OR  
c I would like to make a monthly gift of  
$ __________ by credit card (info at left)            

c  I would like to make a monthly gift of  
$ __________ by pre-authorized chequing 
to be withdrawn on
c 1st of month     c 16th of month
Please enclose a personal cheque marked “Void.”

YES! I WANT TO SUPPORT PWRDF
YOUR GIFT CAN MAKE A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE. THANK YOU! 

Donations can be made online at pwrdf.org/donate or by filling out this form and mailing to the address below. 

To learn more about our work, please visit us at www.pwrdf.org
Like us on Facebook @pwrdfcan

Follow us on Twitter @pwrdf
Charitable number: 866 434640 RR0001   AJ-06-18

 
Shopping List 

Sunday school children from 
St. George’s, Gambo collected 
coins for two months and raised 
$471.20 for PWRDF’s World 
of Gifts. Their Christmas bounty 
included 80 chicks, 5 goats, 30 
ducks 2 20-kg bags of seeds 
and $100 for mosquito nets. 
Milk, meat, eggs and seeds will 
produce income for families and 
communities while the mosquito 
nets will protect vulnerable people 
from malaria and other diseases.

Thanks to you
ANGLICAN PARISHES ACROSS CANADA 
ARE GETTING INVOLVED WITH PWRDF – 
AND MAKING A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE!

Potluck Party
Since 2003, parishioners and friends of the 
Church of St. Andrew & St. George, Baie-Comeau 
have celebrated and eaten their way through 
community potluck suppers while raising close to 
$9,000 for PWRDF’s emergency relief. In 2017, 
$250 went to hurricane relief in Haiti and the 
Christmas raffle proceeds of $210 were sent to 
PWRDF for South Sudan. 

All I want for 
Christmas is a 
well? 
Parishioners from St. Philip, 
Moncton, St. James Moncton, 
St. Andrew Sunny Brae and 
Hillsborough Riverside joined 
forces to raise 
$2,000 for a well 
in Tanzania. Their 
Christmas project 
expectations 
were exceeded 
with more than 
$4,000 being sent 
to PWRDF – 
enough for two 
wells. 

With a little help from friends in 
the dioceses of Edmonton and 
Calgary, St. Mary’s, Ponoka raised 
more than $930 for PWRDF’s 
All Women and Children Count 
program. The third annual 
fundraiser, organized by parish 
representative Jeff Hangar, was a 
labour of love. “For most people 
problems in the developing 
world are not their problems. 
They are a long way away –
they are disconnected. My role 
as parish representative is to 
bridge that gap.” 
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OR  
To donate by phone, 
please call Jennifer Brown 
at 416-924-9192, ext. 355 
or toll-free at  
1-866-308-7973.  
(Do not leave credit  
card information in a  
voice message.)

THE PRIMATE’S WORLD RELIEF AND 
DEVELOPMENT FUND

LE FONDS DU PRIMAT POUR LE SECOURS 
ET LE DÉVELOPPEMENT MONDIAL

The Anglican Church of Canada

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
NOTICE is hereby provided of the Annual 
General Meeting of The Primate’s World 
Relief and Development Fund / Le fonds du 
Primat pour le secours et le développement 
mondial, to be held on Saturday, September 
29, 2018 at 9 a.m. at the DoubleTree Hotel, 
925 Dixon Road, Toronto, Ont., in the Imperial 
Room.
BY ORDER OF THE PRESIDENT,
Margaret Dempster, Secretary
For further information, please email:  
pwrdf@pwrdf.org. 

Getting       
Connected 

Fifty folks at St. Philip’s in Regina 
gave up part of their Saturday 
to get busy washing a steady 

stream of cars and proved that car 
washes are still a good fundraiser. With 
Co-op and Safeway grocery stores on 
board, volunteers washed 60 cars, sold 150 hot 
dogs and raised $862.95 for PWRDF. The only 
complaint was from the workers who were too 
busy to get their own cars washed! 

Down at the  

“Car Wash”

hristmas

80 Hayden St., Toronto, Ontario M4Y 3G2

 Name:  ________________________________________________

 Address:  ______________________________________________

Postal Code:  _______________  Phone:  __________________

Email address: ________________________________________

I have enclosed a one-time gift of  

 c $40   c $80   c $125   c $500   c other $ _______   

Please make cheque payable to PWRDF or provide credit card information. 

Card #: _______________________________

Expiration Date: _________________________

Signature: ______________________________

Please circle 
credit card 
type:

mailto:mfrost@pwrdf.org
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