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In the last few years, the frequency of major disasters 
seems to be on the rise.  Earthquakes, wildfires, 
hurricanes and floods.  Conflicts and wars.  The 
number of people displaced by human caused and 
natural disasters is at 65 million and rising.  10 million 
are now stateless, having no official country.  130 
million are surviving thanks to humanitarian aid.  Half 
of these are children.

PWRDF responds to many of these situations, 
providing relief in the immediate, short, medium and 
long-terms.  In this issue of Under the Sun, you will 
learn about what disaster relief looks like in each of 
these stages, read about how PWRDF is continu-
ing to respond to needs in Nepal and Syria, as well 
as in Fort McMurray, and about how we work with 
people who have been displaced from their homes 
for years as they work to support themselves in the 

refugee camps in which they now live. 
All relief work undertaken by PWRDF is done 

according to best practices in the aid industry. All the 
work is locally led by PWRDF partners, or members 
of the ACT Alliance or Canadian Foodgrains Bank 
(CFGB) who are already part of the communities.  
They know best the needs of the people in the 
aftermath of the disaster and the steps to take to 
meet those needs.  Relief is given based solely on 
need—people in local communities know who the 
most vulnerable people in their communities are and 
they receive assistance first.  

PWRDF works closely with those local partners 
to monitor the work, ensuring that projects are 
effective and efficient.  At the end of the program, 
the work is evaluated and the lessons learned are 
used to improve future relief efforts.  g

Many hands,  
one mind

Sometimes it feels as if every time 
you turn on the news you are 
hearing about another disaster 
somewhere in the world.  And it 
is easy to feel disheartened and 
helpless.  PWRDF was founded 
in the wake of one disaster, the 
Springhill Mine Disaster in October, 
1958, and has been responding to 
disasters in Canada and around 
the world on behalf of Canadian 
Anglicans ever since.

PHOTO: PAUL JEFFREY/ACT
Local people made these bricks which are stacked ready to be used in rebuilding homes in Nepal 
after the 2015 earthquakes.RELIEF: A LONG 

TERM PROJECT
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Timeline of a Disaster Response

Onset
Onset—an earthquake, hurricane, 
wildfire or other sudden disaster 
occurs

First few days
Meeting immediate needs:
• Food, water, shelter, clothing
• Hygiene and medical aid
• Assessing community needs
• Coordinating response with other agencies

First few weeks
•  Continuing to meet daily needs

• Food, water, hygiene
•  Building temporary shelter for 

people to live in
•  Beginning to rebuild livelihoods/

farming
•  Getting kids back into school

First few months
•  Rebuilding each others’ homes
•  Food for work rebuilding infrastructure
•  Livelihoods
•  Community rebuilding—roads, water sources, 

schools, community centres

Ensuing years
•  Build back better: communities with stronger buildings, more 

economic security, and infrastructure to support them
•  Good development increases resilience of communities
•  Disaster risk reduction
•  Evaluate and learn from the response

The 2015 earthquakes in Nepal heavily damaged 
or destroyed over 750,000 buildings, including the 
homes of 90% of the farmers in Rasuwa district.  
These farmers stored their food supplies, tools 
and even housed their livestock in their homes, 
meaning they lost all of these things.

PWRDF partnered with the Lutheran World 
Federation to provide a three-month food for 
work program in six communities in the remote, 
mountainous Rasuwa District, approximately a five 
hour drive from Kathmandu.

Working with the Canadian Foodgrains Bank 
enabled PWRDF to access 4:1 matching funds 
from the Canadian government, allowing the 
program to reach 950 families.  The project helped 
tide them over as their crops grew and also 
helped their communities by rebuilding damaged 
infrastructure.

Each family received three distributions of 30kg 

of rice, 4.5kg of lentils, 2L of vegetable oil and 
some salt.  Enough food for a month.  In exchange, 
the families worked on community projects. Each 
community decided which infrastructure repair 
projects would benefit their people the most.  
Some rebuilt roads and footpaths that had been 
damaged or destroyed.  Others repaired water, 
irrigation and drainage ditches.  Still others built 
gabion walls to help prevent erosion and stabilize 
the hillsides around their mountainous homes.  
Community centres were also built to provide a 
space for people to gather, learn and celebrate.  

PWRDF provided supplies and tools for the 
community infrastructure projects including 
cement, sand, shovels, pickaxes, hammers and more.

Thanks to this project, families had enough 
food to eat as they grew their crops and 
their communities benefited from repaired 
infrastructure, making things better for everyone. g

The ongoing war in Syria has displaced over 15 mil-
lion people during the almost 6 years of the conflict.  
PWRDF, through the ACT Alliance and Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank as well as PWRDF’s partner Refuge 
Egypt, has supported displaced people in Syria and 
the surrounding countries throughout the conflict.  
In 2015–16, thanks to the Canadian government’s 
matching fund program, PWRDF raised $560,000 
for work through ACT.  PWRDF has committed a 
further $100,000 in 2016-17 through ACT for relief 
work in Syria, Lebanon and Jordan.

ACT is a network of more than 143 churches and 
faith-based organizations working together in relief, 
development and advocacy.  In September 2016, 
ACT held a consultation with its members to discuss 
its continuing response to the ongoing crisis in Syria.

Four priorities emerged from this consultation to 
enhance ACT’s work in providing the necessities of 
life to displaced communities:

Advocacy: ACT members are engaged in advo-
cacy at many levels, from advocating for health care 
and education for displaced Syrians to influencing 
political solutions to the conflict.  

Resiliency: The reality of millions of displaced Syr-
ians moving into the surrounding countries is putting a 
huge strain on the resources of host communities.  In 
2015, more than 20% of the population of Lebanon 
was comprised of Syrian refugees.  ACT is working to 
improve the ways that it supports host communities 
in meeting the needs of refugees living there.

Strengthening partnerships in Jordan, Syria 
and Lebanon: ACT members who work in Jordan, 

Syria and Lebanon are constantly working to be bet-
ter coordinated in their projects, more effective and 
efficient.  They meet regularly to share information 
with each other, to plan projects, and to ensure that 
their work is meeting the needs and not duplicating 
efforts.

Strengthening the local partners: One key 
strength of church-based organizations in relief and 
development work is that the local church is a part 
of the social fabric and structure of the communi-
ties.  ACT members are working to equip the local 
churches to do the work of providing relief and sup-
port to refugees and displaced people in and around 
Syria.

A continued focus on work in these areas will 
help PWRDF, through ACT, to be even more effec-
tive in meeting the needs of displaced Syrians. g

The outpouring of support for Fort McMurray, Alberta in 
the spring of 2016 was tremendous.  Canada watched with 
concern as a wildfire descended on a community of over 
80,000 people, forcing them all to evacuate.  The Dioceses of 
Athabasca and Edmonton began to respond immediately to 
the needs of the tens of thousands driving south from Fort 
McMurray through their parishes and volunteers.

Anglicans responded through PWRDF, donating more than 
a quarter of a million dollars for relief efforts.  PWRDF is 
working with a steering committee created by priests and lay 
leaders from the Fort McMurray parishes of St Thomas and 
All Saints to oversee the relief work undertaken.  Committee 
members were all evacuees themselves, and therefore have 
firsthand information and experience about the needs and 
challenges surrounding the rebuilding of Fort McMurray, both 
in terms of infrastructure and socially. They will design, imple-
ment and monitor the projects using the funds from PWRDF. 

The steering committee is coordinating with like minded 
agencies and other denominations to assist with the recon-
struction of homes for families who lacked insurance or who 
were underinsured, and local grassroots agencies that special-
ize in caring for the homeless, youth, children and the elderly.   
Work will also be done to repair homes that were not com-
pletely destroyed.  

PWRDF’s work in Fort McMurray goes beyond buildings.  
Work is also being done to help the community rebuild so-
cially.  Events like a Thanksgiving service and barbeque helped 
the community to come together.   A summer camp was held 
for children to give them and their parents a break.  Psycho-
social support is being provided for those affected by trauma. 
Steering committee members are in touch with local schools 
to provide for the needs of students and teachers. A poten-
tial partnership with Habitat for Humanity will help renovate 
homes for families without insurance.

The Fort McMurray fire, like other significant Canadian 
disasters, involves a different way of working for PWRDF.  An-
glican dioceses and parishes in Canada are not disaster relief 
agencies.  But they are the front lines of any Anglican response 
to a major disaster. They are able to provide valuable informa-
tion on whether there are needs that are not being met by 
other organizations, government, and/or insurance companies 
that PWRDF may play a role in responding to, being mindful 
that PWRDF cannot respond to each and every disaster. 

PWRDF was founded in the wake of a Canadian disaster, 
the Springhill Mine Disaster, and will continue to respond 
through Anglican dioceses and parishes when the need is 
there. g

Because of you
Susan Newton and Toks Adebayo serving lunch at a 
Thanksgiving barbeque in Fort McMurray.
photo:  heather roberts

Together everyone achieves more

Helping Syrian children express their 
feelings through art.
photo:  act/iocc/goba

Food for work works!
Signing for a month’s food ration photo:  rambabu parajuli
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Name:  __________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________

Postal Code:  _______________  Phone:  ______________________

Subscribe to the PWRDF’s monthly Email Update: Go to pwrdf.org and click on  
“Stay Updated.”

Follow PWRDF on Facebook and Twitter

I have enclosed a gift of   

c $40   c $80   c $125   c $500   c other $ _______

Please make cheque payable to PWRDF.

OR I want to make a gift of $ _______________________  
every month by:   c               c             

Card #  _____________________________________________________

Exp. Date:  __________________________________________________

Signature:  __________________________________________________

c  I want to make a gift of $ __________ every month  
by pre-authorized chequing:

c 1st of month     c 16th of month

Please enclose a personal cheque marked “Void.”
                      

YES! I want to support PWRDF
Thank you to all Anglicans who 
make the work of PWRDF 
possible. Your ongoing generosity 
supports partners in Canada and 
around the globe as we strive to 
create a truly just, healthy and 
peaceful world. Thank you also 
to all the diocesan and parish 
representatives, bishops, clergy, 
board members and youth who 
volunteer their time, energy 
and enthusiasm as ambassadors 
for PWRDF. Supporting the 
work of PWRDF improves the 
quality of daily life for vulnerable 
populations by promoting global 
justice and self-sustainability. Your 
commitment is transforming lives.

Thank     
   you YOUR GIFT HAS THE POWER TO TRANSFORM LIVES HERE: 

c Africa   c Asia-Pacific   c Indigenous Communities in Canada & Latin America-Caribbean   c Humanitarian Response   c Public Engagement   c GENERAL

The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund the anglican church of canada
80 Hayden St., Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2  

Call Jennifer Brown: 416-924-9192, ext 355 • 1-866-308-7973 • www.pwrdf.org
Charitable number: 866 434640 RR0001   AJ-02-17

Resilience:  
paying it forward
The effects of disasters persist long after the media 
has moved on to other stories.  Especially in the 
wake of prolonged conflict, people can remain 
displaced within their own countries or in other 
countries for years or even decades.  

PWRDF’s relief efforts continue with such com-
munities for the long haul.  We have worked with 
the Organisation for Eelam Refugees Rehabilita-
tion (OfERR) in India and Sri Lanka since 1984 as 
they have supported 100,000 Tamil refugees who 
fled ethnic violence and civil war in Sri Lanka.  
PWRDF was among the first funders for the Ka-
kuma Refugee Camp in Kenya 25 years ago.  The 
camp is now home to over 160,000 refugees, 
most from South Sudan and Somalia.

Living for years in refugee camps, forced to 
rely on charity from others, can be incredibly 
difficult for refugees.  Poverty and despair is 
common in camps.   OfERR and the National 
Council of Churches of Kenya in Kakuma 
work with small groups of refugees to help 
them start businesses within the camps to support 
themselves and their families.  

In India, women’s self-help groups use micro-
credit to pool small amounts of savings and lend it to 
each other to start businesses.  When the loans are 
repaid, the money is then loaned to another woman 
in the group.  In Kakuma, various groups gather 
around economic activities ranging from farming to 
fishing (difficult in the arid camp!) to making and selling 
peanut butter.  Having economic independence allows 
families to have more money, better nutrition, and—
most importantly—more dignity and self-respect.

PWRDF is building on its experience with OfERR 
and Kakuma in a new three-year program in Tanza-
nia, working with Burundian and Congolese refugees.  
Most of these refugees were farmers before they 
were displaced.  In partnership with the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank, PWRDF will explore opportunities 
to support these farmers in getting back to farming 
with tools, seed and livestock, as well as marketing 
support for their products once they’re grown.  They 
will find ways to get around the lack of land available 
to the refugees.  

By the end of three years, these refugees, like those 
in India and Kenya, will have more control over their 
own lives, their food and their future. g

Self-help groups allow refugees to start businesses to sell milk, mill rice, grow crops and more!
photos:  simon chambers


